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INTRODUCTION,.

In respons=e to the often repeated request of my
comrles, now =urviving, ol the Second Minnesota
eviment, | recently propnsal Lo write s conneeted
narrative of the serviee of the regiment from 1561
L TR

eevimy Deen tlie Dest wean to he mustered into
t reciment aml the last man 1o be mustered

1
vt ol i, oud hoaving served -.'t‘.ullimmusi}' m it
friom kst o last, amd havimge for mose thaa hadl
the term of service, had the responsilility of its
adunnistration, tiscipline and command, it should
not b s dhithenlt task lor me o make a8 continuous
recatd o all important evems in its history.  \s
oreover s services were alwavs and everywhere
honorable, ciherent aad satstetory, 0 should Tw,
and =, o Iabwor of love o reviese aod vecord thew.

But amid the absorbing and varied enres ol o
basy hife T have tound i mipossibile (o give to the
work the continuous attention that s neecssary Lo
perform  such work well, and T shoold ot e
satished with it now, it 1 eoulidd suppose thae |
slhionld ever have the leisare time o owhich 1o -
[rove upon it.

It s intended to be and 1 helieve is, o faithiful
aed truthiul record of lets and events, miud as such
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will e tested without diseredit by the official
reports and the dinvies and letters of the time
With less care in this respeet, aod with wore free
dom  of invention and  smagination. 01 more
mteresting amd readable war story could doubtless
hiive heen made ol it.

In writing the story of the regiment the frequeut
mention of nmmes has been avouded. A great
many of the seventeen hundred amd eighty men
who were members ol it have well deserved personal
mention for gallant wnd meritortous coduct, clse
the regiment as such could not have acquired its
conceded high veputation, bhut it is obviously
unpossibile Lo mention all, or some withont omitting
others cqually worthy, and my eomrides generally
will, 1 trust, be eontent (o claim the liistory of
the regnnent, wihieh they helped to make, as thor
own, and he prond of it as they bave a right to be.

A part of the reeord history of the reghnent
consists of sueh correspoudence, oflical  reports,
orders am! recommendations as owonld encumber
the progress of the narrative il placal Lherein:
these are given i the apperdiz, wsnally i wll, and
from oflicial sonrees.  Some of them are now for
the hrst twne e pront and all of than will be of
interest 1o members of the regnnent.

I had proposed to append also a complete
roster givieg the ofheinl mlitary record of eaeh
and all the members of the regiment, but I find
upon examination, that the only record thus lar
comipiled 15 imperfeet, erroucous and unsatisfactory.
The compilation of @ new and complete one from
original rolls and records is impracticable within
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the time at my command, and T am thus compelled
to close the book without it

This is less to be regretted, however, 10 view of
the faet that the State hins by law  provided lor
the preparation of an othaal roster of all the
Minnesota soldiers, of which every such soldier
now surviving (or his representative il dead) is to
receive o copy free of expense.

I am wnder obhgations to comreades 1 O
Wilson, Wm. Dircher and AL DL I Runals lor the
nse of their daily journals (1861 to 1865) which
have heen valoable references o locatig evenls
s dbates.

The work, suel as 10 s, Comrades, s now sub-
mitted m the hope that it will mect vour kind
approval and that it may revive, as vou read i, vour
miterest wnd pride 1w the muanory o our regiment
and of vour service o and with it, as 1t has in-
deed revived mine to prepare the record for vou.

1. W. BISHOP.
S, Pave, June, TR
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