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O THE NENORY OF MY FRIERD

MADAME JOHN MEYER,

I DEDIDATE THIN VOLUME,
B0 OFTEN AND BO LATELY TALKRED 0VBR TOGETHER,

IN GEATHFUL ARD AFFEJTIOMATE REGRET.






PREFACE.

R

In proparing this volume on the Countess of Albany
(which I oomsider ae a kind of completion of my
previcus etudiez of eighieenth-century Italy), I have
availed myaelf largely of Baron Alfred von Rewmont's
large work IHe Grisin von Albany (published in 1862) ;
and of the monograph, itself partially founded on the
foregoing, of M. Bt. Benmé Taillandier, entitled La
Comtesse o Albany, published in Paris in 1862, Baron
von Reumont’s two volumes, wrilten twenty years ago
and when the generation which had come into per-
sonal contact with the Countess of Albany had not
yet entirely died out; and M. 5t. Bené Taillandier's
volume, which embodied the result of his researches
info the archives of the Mupée Fabre at Montpellier ;
might naturally be expected to have exhanated all the
information obtainable about the subject of their and
my studies, This has proved to be the case very
much less than might have been anficipated. The
publication, by Jacopo Berpardi and Carlo Milanesi,
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of a number of letters of Alfieri to Bienecse friends,
hes afforded me an insight into Alfieri's eharacter
and his relations with the Countese of Albany such
as was unatteinable to Baren von Reumont and fo
M. 8t. Bené Taillendier. The examination, by my-
self and my friend Bignor Maxio Pratesi, of several
hundreds of MB. letters of the Countess of Albany
existing in public and private archives al Biena and
at Milan, has addsd an important amount of what 1
may call prychological detail, overlocked by Baron
von Beumont and ungmessad by M. 8t. René Tail-
landier. 1 have, thetefore, I {rust, been able to
reconatruct the Countesa of Albany's epiritual likeness
during the pertod—that of her early conmection with
Alfieri—which my predecessors huve been satisfied fo
despatech in eomparatively fow pages, counterbalaneing
the thinness of this portion of their biographies by a
degree of detail concerning the Countess’s latler years,
and the frisnde with whom she then eorresponded,
which, howaver interesting, cannot be considersd as
vital to the real suhject of their works.

Besides the volumes of Baron von Reumont and
M. Bt. Bené Taillandier, I have depended mainly upon
Alfieri's autobiography, edited by Professor Teza, and
supplemented by Bernardi’s and Milanesi's Lettere di
Vittorio Aljieri, published by Le Monnier in 1862.
Among English books that I bave pot under contri-
bution, I may mention Klose's Memoire of Prince
Charlez Edward Stuart (Colburn, 1845), Ewald's Life
and Times of Prince Charles Stuart (Chapman and



