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NECESSITY OF A SHIP-CANAL BETWEEN THE
EAST AND WEST.

“The Congrass shall have power to levy taxes, daties, imposts and exciees—to
provide for the COMMON DEFENSE, and promote the GENERAL WELFARE
of the United States. "—CoNaTIToTION,

The Gommittes, appointed to collect statistics as to the importanes
of uniting the waters of the Mississippi with those of the Atlantic
by a Ship- Canal, have discharged the dutica unpamiupon them,
and sulmil the following

REPORT.

Two schemes for the acoomplishment of this ohject have been
brought prominently before the country, and failed, only by a few
votes, to receive the sanction of the Thirty-Seventh Congress.

1. To make & slack-water navigation of the Illinois and Des
Flaines rivers, and to enlarge the present Illinois and Michigan
cansl to such dimensions as shall admit of the passage of gun-
boata, and of the largest class of Mirsissippi steamers, to the Lakes.

2. To enlarge the locks of the Erie and Ogwego canals of New
York, to such dimensions as shall pass an iron-clad gun-boat 26
feet wide and 200 feet long, and drawing not less than 8 feet and
6 inches water.

The cost of construction of the first will be about $18,500,000,
and that of the second, $3,5600,000;—dctailed estimates of which
will be presented to the Convention. ;

Tu devising an extensive system of internal communioation, it is
of the highest importance to inquire into the resources of the
region which it shall traverse ; its topography, soil and climate; its
population, products of indusiry and internal eommerce; and ita
past and prospective growth ;—all are elements to be taken into
consideration to enable us to form an intelligible opinion as to the
necessity of executing sach works, and the seale of magnitude on
which they should be projected.



POYBICAL CHAEACTER OF THE MIBSIRSIPPI BASIN.

The Valley of the Missisaippi, bounded on the one hand by the
Rocky mountaing, and on the other by the Alleghanies, embraces
a drainage area of 1,244,000 square miles, which is more than
one-half of the entire area of the United States. The Upper
Miesissippi Valley is composed of three subordinate basins, whose
respective dimensions are as follows:

The Ohlo BASIO. . v vemeenienniinnsensan.ss 314,000 squars miles.

The Upper Mississippi ven 188000 M b

The Missomri. .. oonrismnrnas iasnsanarens B1B,000 W L
Muking o tobad of .. .eeureeinennnnes 01,000 " "

Ita navigable rivers are as follows:

Missouri, to near the Great Falls,,........
Migsouri, above Great Falls to Theee Forks.,..

D PR L1
perereaas . penannaw 10O
AR e S e
..................... Weasas ca sew BOGE M
TUpper Missinaippi, to 8t Paul ......... 888 =
Bt, Anthony, to Sauk Rapids ., ,...... B
Above Litihs Fulls, to Pokegima Falls .. 250
Minnesota, to Pattarson's Bapida o oeres 35 ¢
Bt. Croix, to B Qroix Fallt.c.vivs e (0]
Litingis, to Lo Salle vvvueyeeeaearasrona gm0 ©
Ohia, to Pistsbuorgh . .o...ioniiiiianiian.s .. s ®
Monongahels, to Geneva (M'mr.tllneh,}.. g1«
Muskingum, to Dresden 3 w0 ¢
Green River, to Bowling Green & o oo 188 ®
Kentucky, to Brooklyn o [ S b | R

Kanawha, to Gauley Bridge . vvveereersreermiannass 100 "
Wabash, to Lafayette ..coupvuersernnris Bas
Balt, to Bhephardavilla . .....ovnaan,.. B -
Bandy, to Louist. .. «evvenana PPy . 2% "
Tenueesee, to Musole Bhoals, .. .v.vvvsrvansninanis. G0
Cumberland, to Barkesvilla, .. vvouvecavnvonnnsnnnss 810 ©

Total navigation........ccoueen seanaisnsess BBET M

Wore.—Steambonts havn ma&:mhmumm%m river $a Tows Oy,
ﬁailrnm o Codar Rapids, and she Magockets io Maguokets Oliy, galy derieg tempornry

It would thus appear that the internal navigation of the Upper
Mississippi Valley is about 8,000 miles in extent; but, during
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the snmmer months, even through the main channels, it becomes
precarious, and at times is practically suspended.

The Mississippi Valley, viewed ae a whole, may be regarded as
one great plain between two diverging eoast ranges, elevated from
400 to 800 feet above the sea.  St. Paul, the head of the navigation
of the Mississippi, is 800 fect above the oeean; Piutsburgh, at the
Jjunetion of the Monongahela and Alleghany, forming the Ohiog,
600 feet ; Lake Superior on the north, 827 feet; but the water-shed
on the west, at South Pass, rises to ncarly 7,500 feet.

It is traversed by no mountain ranges, but the surface swells into
hills and ridges, and is diversified by forest and prairie, Leaving
out the sterile portions west of the Missouri, the soil is almost
uniformly fertile, easily cultivated, and yields an sbundant return.
The climate is healthy and invigorating, and altogether the region
is the most attractive for immigration of any portion of the carth.

PHYSICAL JHARACTER OF THE AT. LAWEENCE.

The sources of the Missisaippi on the east interlock with those
of the 8i. Lawrence, which, with its associsted lakes and rivers,
presents a system of water-communication of nearly equal extent
and graudeur.

TABLE SHOWING THE DIMENSIONE OF THE FIVE GHEAT AMERICAN LAEES.

o ) LAKEE, Qravioet | malcst | Bolgus | dooe m
Superior R 386 | 1s0 | e27 | BR,000
Mickigna w 120 | 100 | we | 22,000
Huron 260 | 160 | B78 | 20,400
Erle .. saarene 240 B 317 $,800
Onhﬁn..........i... . 180 35 282 8,800
DWELL: v 0w vt i e o e e - . — 90,300

The entire area drained by these lakes ia estimated at 335,615
square miles, and their shore lines are nearly 5,000 miles in extent,
while those of the Atlantic are but 3,500.

These rivers are as diverse in character as in direction. The
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Mississippi is the longer, but the St. Lawrence discharges the
greater volume of water ; the one abounds in difficult rapids, the
other in stupendous cataracts; the one iz snbject to great fluctos-
tions, the other preserves an almost unvarying level; the waters
of the one are turbid, those of the other poseess an almost eryatal
purity ; the one affurds few lake-like expansions, the other swells
into vast inland seas. Both have become the great highways of
commerce, enriching the regions throngh which they flow, and
supplying the inhabitants with the varied produets of distant
climes. (Foster and Whitney's Report on Lake Superior.)

The commerca of these lakes, whose anposl value reachea
$4060,000,000—more than twice the external commerce of the whole
oountry—ia carried on by & flect of 1,843 vessels, of the fullowing
classes :—

Ko, Tonnage, Valae,
Ploamert..coeruennsrrenennsnnnsss 148 BB, 522 £3,150,800
Propellers., o - vuvuviiananenrnsaiiis 244 70,263 3,578,300
Barks. ciuuesisoivavsansiissnsees T4 88,208 P82, 300
BRI v wmn s v o 1] 24,881 536,200
BhOOnErE . v ienarnnananans sms 1,088 247,831 5,965, 350
Bloopa . ioicaiveas draaiaadaaial 16 a7 18,770
BAFRER < uiacairanrrnr iy B 5119 17,000

TOTARE. o isis e s Sy b e 1,645 413,086  $18,257,020

The following are the distaneces of some of the eommercial
routes, taking Chicago as the initial point:

Chicago to Food du Lac Buperior. .....coiaveinnania P00 miles,
W Georgipn Bay.. ... TP see. 8O M
LR L T T e R PSR R oy o
" “ Galf of Bt. Lawrence ..o voravmcuasmnnnas 1950 «

PROGRESS OF DEVELOPMENT.

The first colony of English extraction, planted in the territory
of the Upper Mississippi, was in 1788—just seventy-five years
ago—at Marietta, within the present limits of Obo. This was the
origin of that spirit of colonization, which, within the lifetime of
many living men, has peopled this region with nine millions of
human beings; has subdned and brought under cultivation, an
aren greater than that of all the eultivated lands of the British
Empire; has connected the principal commercial points with a
net-work of railways more than eleven thousand miles in extent;
and has built up a domestio industry, the value of whose anoual
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preduct is in excess of three hundred and fifty millions of dollars.
Out of this territory have been carved not less than nine States,
which are indissolubly linked together by a similarity of conditions
in soil and climate, and by the geographical features of the country.
They have salready received the appellation of the *Foon-
rropuciNg” States—sn sppellation which they are destined to
retain for all time.

The rivera and the lakes, which water thia region, offer the most
magnificent system of internal communieation to be found on the
surface of the earth. No mountain barriers interpose to divide the
people into hostile clans, or divert the great currents of trade in
their flow to the markets of the world. With a soil sofficiently
rich in organic matter for fifty successive crope; with almost bound-
less fields of coal, stored away for future use; with vast deposits
of the useful ores, and the precions metals, on the rim of the great
basin; and with a climate most favorable to the development of
human energy, i is impossible for the mind, even in its most daring
speculations, to assign limits to the growth of the North-West,
‘When all of thaze clements of wealth, now in a erude state, shall
have been fully developed, there will be an exhibition of human
power and greatness sach as no other people ever attained.

The subjoined table (A.), compiled from the Census retarns ot
the United States, exhibita the progress of population, as well 2
of eultivation in these States, from 1800 to 1880; and it will be
perceived that, during thia period, in both these respeocts, the
increase has been each decade shout two-fold.

The appended table (B.), also eompiled from the Census
returns, shows that the inerease in agricnltoral produots and in
domestic animals has been in about the same proportions. Com-
paring the whole superficial contents of these States with the
portions cultivated, it will be seen that only about 15§ per cent.
of the sarface has been subdued; and, if popalation and caltiva-
tion inorease in the same ratio in the future as they have in the past,
before the lapse of another decade there will be colleoted annuslly,
on the borders of the Great Lakes, more than 200,000,000 bushels
of cereals for exportation, giving employment to a fleet of more
than 3,000 vessels, and requiring avenues of more than twice the
capacity of existing ones.”



