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PREFACE

This study was undertaken while the author was a gradu-
ate student at the Johns Hopkins University. It was sub-~
mitted as a dissertation in partial fulfilment of the require-
ments for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from that
institution in June, 1907. Some portions of it have been
amplified and other parts rewritten since that time.

The large and valuable collection of trade-union publica-
tions at the Johns Hopkins University has been used, and
other documents at the headquarters of the national unions
have been consulted. Use has been made of the scattered
pamphlet literature published particularly during the second
quarter of the nineteenth century. Information gleaned
from records has been supplemented by personal interviews
with officials of most of the national unions and with officers
of local unions in Baltimore, Boston, New York, Chicago,
and St. Louis,

The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance received
at every stage of the work from Professor Jacob H. Hol-
lander and Professor George E. Barnett, of the Johns Hop-
kins University.

T.W. G




