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APPLIANCES ASS0CIATION

Foreword

ITHIN the short space of one hundred years there has been

witnessed the inception and development of the second greatest

industry of the world—railroad transportation, It stands in
size next to agriculture, an industry which had its beginnings back no
one knows how many thousands of years before the dawn of history and
civilization. As compared with agriculture and the endless ages through
which it has existed and dcveloped, the growth of modern transportation
has vecupied comparatively a moment of time. This rapid growth of an
intricate gigantic industry, almost within the lifetime of one man, has
meant the meeting and solving of more preblems than have ever been given
to mankind since primitive man turned his back upan his animal ancestors
and set his face toward the wanderful civilization which we enjoy today.

The National Railway Appliances Association, as an organization,
represents the grouping together of a certain elass of manufacturers who
arc furnishing modern (ranspartation systems with those things which
make [or progress.  [L occupies a position in and owes a duty to the great
industry of modern transportation.

Progress is the law of life. Our part as an Association in that progress
which means life to the railroads, means not only honesty in manufacturing,
but in acquainting those who are in charge of the operation of our railroad
systems with what we are manufacturing.  The purpose of the Year Book
of the National Railway Appliances Associalion is apparent. What our
Association is doing as a body, and as individual members, is of inestimable
value to the men who are operating the railroads and whom we are trying
to serve. Many railroad officials visit our exposition, held each year in
the Coliseum and Armory at Chicage. To them this Year Book goes in
order that they may have for ready reference information in regard to what
has been shown at these annual exhibitions. Ta the railway officials who,
because of pressing duties of railway service, have been unable to take
advantage of what we have offered, this book goes as concise and complete
information of what we are doing as an Association and as individual
members in the furthering of better and more efficient railway operation,

B. V. C.
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