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INTRCGDUCTION.

Tie one and only difficulty, the problem not easily eolved, in
refurence to the Lord's Prayer, hes always been ita great brevity.
And this has often led to attempts to éxtend it by paraphrase,

Thai thess attempta ahomnld have besn meds by men of
great eminence in the Chureh, meh a2 Erasmus and John
Bradford, implies a conviction on their part that the prayer
was seatcsly intended to be constantly nsed in ite original
brevity, Had thay suppossd that it was the intention of the
Divine Author that it should be kept within its spparent
limits, they wounld never have dared to attempt, in the face of
the Choreh, what Christ Himeelf never meant to he done.

Their conviction evidently wea, thet it preseribed and seb
forth what should be the purport, the embject-matisr, of all
Christian prayers. Beginning with this prindipls, they then
went on to enlarge and expand the Praysr by the addition of
words of their own.

A question has occurred to the compiler of the following
pages, whether smch an expansion might not be more safely
made by introdneing Inapired rathorthan Uninspired words ;
by adding the language of God's own Wond, rather than the
language of His servants of different ages and different predi.
loctional This doubt, this inguiry, has led to the production
of the following pages.

Before the examination of which, however, it cannot be
inexpedient, it cannot be otherwiss than ussful, to devete a
few momenta to sdme of the fervent ntberances of such a man
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as Archhishop Leighton. The following passages are taken,
chiefly, from his ¢ Exposition of the Lord's Prayer :—

¢The Lord calls for our burdens ; would not have us under-
taka them ourselves, but roll them over upon Him.’

Tha desires that sre breathed forth in prayer, sre this
unloading of the heart; each request that poes forth ecarries
somewhat of our burdens with i, and lays it upon God. “Be
oareful for nothing,” says the Apostle; “ hob in everything,
by praysr and supplication, with thanksgiving, make your
requesta mown unte God.”’

‘In this the graces of the Spirit sre sxercised, and they
guin by the exercise, az all habits do.  They arestrengthened
by acting faith, in believing the promisss, and that is the very
basis of prayer ; it ecannot subsist without the support of faith.’

" The mote the sonl eonverace with {3od, dogbtlass the more
it will love Him. And this convems with Glod makes the
heart mors holy, and teaches it to entertain new desires, but
such ax it may scquaint God with”

“The Bpirt of prayer hath net His seat in the invention,
bat in the affections. His work is not in furnishing new
supplies of thoughts and words ; it is mainly in excifing the
heart to break forth in ardent desires to Ged, whether the
words be new or old; yea, sometimes without words. Oor
Lord nnderstands the langnage of sach perfeetly, and likea it
best. Ha knows and approves the méaning of His own Spint ;
Ha looks not to the outward appearance, the mere shell of
worids, as men are too apt to do.

¢ This prayer, given to us by our Savigur Himself, is given
a3 the pattern and model of all our prayers; and the more
they resamble it, the more acceptabls they are,

*Buf whenever the tongue cubruns the affections, then
prayer is turned into babbling, ¥es, though a man use this
very short form by his Lord preseribed, he may commit the
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very fanlt againet which he was warned ; he may bebble in
doing 80, and it is to be feared the greater part do so. Alas,
how few thers be thal kesp watch over their affections in
prayer !  How much =in iz committed by na thiz way without
our observing it.'

#1% is one great causs of our wanderings, that we do nof,.
firat, seek to settle our minde on right thoughts of God, ac as
to place ourselves in His presence. How much help would it
give if we resolved never to open our mounths fo Him till the
eye of our soul were fixed upon Him, and oor thooghts engaged
in thoughts of His presence ¥

¢ The Lord Jesns eays not, end teaches ue not to say, My
Fudher, but Owr Falker. He Himself became the Son of man
to make us anew the sone of God. And when leaving the
earth, He said : #Igo to My Father and your Father, to My
God and your God” 8o then, you that would have this eon-
fidence, in approaching Ged, to call Him © Fathar,” lay held
firsb on Jesus Christ ; attempt nob to come unto God bub
through Him ; rest mot astisfied ill yom find some eyidence
that you are in Him.'

‘Do you drsw nesr to God in His Son Jeswe Christ? Do
you give yoursclves up to bo led by His Spirit Then you
may indeed call him * your Father ;* and if you can rightly
uga this weed, vou will fingd abundanse of sweelnees in it It
is a spring of comfort that can pever ron dry ; no child may
go to his earthly father with more confidence, than you may
to your Father Who art in Heaven.’

¢Yea, though wo have run astray from Him, and forgotton
very far the duty of children, yet He cannot forget the love
of a Father; and onr best course i to return to Him, It
cannot be well with us 20 long as wo go anywhere elza. The
prodigal found it s0 ; and therefore, thongh he weas conscious
of his own unworthiness to be callad his son, still he reaclves
at last, “ 1 will arise and go to my father.” '
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*Bo Job eaith, * Though He slay me, yet will I trost in
Him ;* and in liks manner resolve thon; ery to Him:
¥ Father, reject me not ¥ No one ever perished with such s
cry on his lips ¢

1% Amen.” In this word concentre all the requests, and
are put np togother : 8 be #/ If implies a confidence that
it ghall be g0, And this Is the excellence of the prayer of
faith—that it guiets and catablishes the heart in God, When
ones a child of God hath put his petition into hiz Father's
hand, he tests comtent, not doubbing that whatsoever the
anawer may be, 7t shall be both gracions and ssasonabla. Bub
the resson why so few of us find the swestness and comfors
that there ia in prayer, is, baeanss the trne nature end uss of
it is so Little known.

* Birive to keop up a continued remembrance of that Prm-
BEXCE OF (30D, which from the beginning cught to be kept
bafore the eye of the soul’

* Bot how strange that the mipd, oven the renewed mind,
should be so ready, even in the ack of pmyer, in which we
profess to draw near to Grod, to atep out and leave Him, and
follow some poor vanity or other! Surely the podly man,
when he looks back on his own doings, will feel exceedingly
ashamed of this, will hardly know what to think ofit. * God
in excesding joy ;" and yet, when spesking to Him, to break
off and hold disconrse with some basa thought that stepe in
and whispers to him | Hurely, this 18 no small piece of our
misery here !—s warning to us that we are not yet at home!
Strive, then, agrinst the miserable evil that is within thee;
but still cast not away thy only happiness. Go on praying
atill.'
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