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THE CHURCH IN WALES.

.9}6{{1‘.& i the fHouse {Jf Camnions.

FERRUARY 23, 1892

[GH the 23rd February 18g3, Mre Samuel Smith  moved,
and Mr. Dillwyn secended, the following resolution :—
“That, as the Church af Enpland in ¥Wales has failed
to fulfil its professed nhj‘::::t as & means of promoting the
religious interests of the Welsh people, and ministers only
to a small minority of the population, its continueance as an
Established Church in the Principality #s an anomaly and
an injustice which ought no longer to exist.” Upon a
division the motion was negatived by 267 to 220.]

Sk Epwarp Crarxri said: Mr Speaker, I rise to offer,
en the part of her Majesty's Govermument, and on the parl of
those who sit upon this side of the Hoose, a most definite
ind unmﬂmmmlng apposition io the resolution which has
been moved, and to the policy which prompts that resolution.
Sir, I draw a distinction, and | think it is & natural one, between
the resolution and the palicy which it is supgos.:d to represent ;
for 1 am sure it will have been observed those who have
listened to the speeches of the mover and seconder of the
resolution that they have paid we attention whatever to its
terms ; that they have made no attempt to establish any
one of the ositions which it contains; and that they have
contented themselves by referring to other matters—matters
which 1 own might form matter for consideration in debate, but
are not relevant to the propositions put before the House, 1
am not surprised at the course they have taken. 1 was, in truth,
somewhat amused to find that, having long delayed in choosing
the terms of the resolution, the hon. member for Flintshire on
Friday last put upon the paper of the House this ald resclution,
i 4T 7



2 THE CHTHCIY N IWALES

which has been proposed nnd debated several times, and which
I thought had been absolutely destroved last vear by the night
hon, gentleman the member for Midlothinn, [ saw in the
paper to-davan inspired communication oo newspaper in which
the hon, member for Montgomeryshire writes thal—

Uhdr Cladstone desired o suppert the motion for Welsh
Disestablishiment 1his Session as be had done last Session.”

s, T owish he were here to-day to do i, 1 can conceive
nathing more satisfactory than that a resclution aimed at the
Church in Wales should be sepporied as the resolution of fast
year was supported by the dpht hon, g&ntlcmnn the memnber for
Midlothian, We have taken care 1o circulate largely the speech
of the right hon, gentleman oo that eceasion, and it will long he
remembered as & lasting demonscration of the futility—1 was
going to use a siranger word—af the propasitions in the resolu-
tinn before the House,  Thoes poy one whoe heard him forget
the pateraal way in which the right hon, gentleman the member
for Midiothian corrected the innecent indiference of the hon.
member for Methyr Tydvil {Mr, Pricchand Morgan) to all the
history of the Welsh Church 7 Does any one fmgﬂ the way in
which he, taking the terms of this resolution, declared that he
could not agree with them, and stated with regard to the first
phrase which sinkes ane's attencon, thiat “ihe Church of
England in Wales” was an entire misrepresentation, and that it
would be as reasonable o speak of “the Church of Wales in
England ”? as of "' the Church of England in Wales 77 Last year
the speech of the right hon, gendeman was o very interesting
speech. He came down e the House in order Lo appear to
ke o recantalion of his stufement of tweniy-one years ago,
that it was impossible (o dissever the Welsh Church from the
Church of England, and the principal sentence in which that
apparent recanlation was expressed deserves to be always
remembered ns the chowcest possible example of the werhal
dexterity of the vight hoo, gentleman the member for Mid-
lothian, [ think no such pem wos ever conteibuled to the
debates of this House as the sentence in which he dealt with his
own asserton that it s impossible to dissever the case of the
Woelsh Chureli and the Church of Englusl, 1 beg the House
lo mark the sentence. He smid ¢

“1t is quile possible that I may have vsed that expression
which way, when strigtly regarded, be found ko involve the
element of exaggeration”

The most the right hon, gentleman could do when he came
down to recant the declaration of tweniy-one years ago, was,
not to say that i was an cxagperation, but to say that he



