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PRIEFACHK,

The speeches and cssaves ou political subjects
which arve collseted in this volume, wore delivered
or published during the eventful period which has
clapsed sinee tho Preaidential election of LBE0,

The opinfons  expreszed wera not  iu accordanes
with the popnlar seotiment ot the time, My por-
prose weas to vindicelbe, wo fhe g Twns able, the immuta-
ble principles upon which the Union as ercanized by
the Constitution was based; and Lo show the im-
portance of that Union lor the welbwe and  happi.
ness of the different wreal Comoienities which com-
posed it Although o wide departore from these
principles Lhaa been wmade dweing this period, yet 1
have the tullest coanlidence that the American people
will, at no distant day, return te them with a love
strengthened by their experience and that uoder
the orezanizm of the past, or a more effectaal one
which shall be snggested by the events of this pe-
rind, a harmonions co-operation, based upon the
reviproeity of intersats of the people of the several
States, will be revived and mada perpetual,



vi FREFACE,

With these. convictions, | submit these speeches
and essays to the ealm judgment of my fellow-eiti
genz of my native County of Hszex, to whom 1 re-
spectfnlly dedicate this pmall volame.

Saimy, Avcost 20th, 1368,
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THE PERSONAL LIBERTY BILL.*

Mr. Pre2inexT—"The subjeet which it bas become
our duty Lo consider at the prescnt time, is one in-
velving prisciples amd rules of aetion, vestly trans-
cendivg in importanee the practioal question of the
utility of the laws which it is proposed to repeal or
modily.

The subjeclt forees ieeesigtibly upon our minds a
congideralion of our dulies and oblications as eiti-
zons, Lo gustnin and give vitalily to the wise and
bepeficent z2ystemn of eivil government which we
kave iuberited, under which wo live, and in which
are involved all our precious Lopes of the future.

By our action of Lo-duy we shall deliberately and
formally cxpress for ourselves, and so fir as we rep-
resent them, for the people of Massachusetts, wheth-
er,—irrespective of what people in other seetions may
da, without throwing into the balanece our likes and
our dislikes, oor eonvictions for this or against that
provision—we will, to the letler and in the spirit,

* Diclivered in the Benote of Massaclmaeettr, February 27, 1861,
E



