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PREFACE.

——ca——

1 AvE often thought those who take the liberty
of giving advice to others inasked for, or those who
address the public in any way, ought to offer some
apology, or show some good reason for so doing;
the only spology I can mske, or the only reason I
.can offer, is & hearty desirs to give hints that may
be useful to young sportsmen, and to say those
hints are given after sixty years of experience in the
field with the gam, with both fox-hounds and har-
riers, on the saddle, and by the streamlet’s gide
with the fly rod; and should this little work prove
beneficial in any way, it will confer a great pleasure
on an old sportsman.






~ HINTS TO YOUNG SPORTSMEN.

CHAPTER 1.
ON THE GUN, AND THE PROPER WAY OF USING IT.

In the first place I would most earnestly impress
on the minds of all, when the gun ia first taken in
:hand, the great care that 18 required in its use, and
4o recollect not only their own lives, but those of
their companions; the happiness and welfare of
families depend on the proper handling or carrying
of the gun, for on these two things gafefy depends.
I do not know of anything where a person looks
more awkward and more ridicolons than carrying a
gun improperly; and, on the other hand, there ig
even an ease and elegance in its being properly done,
which is, for the most part, only acquired by con-
stant use. -I shall endeavour to point out in several
ways the proper method of its being used, and also
to notice the improper manner, which is {oo often
the case even with men who have shot for years.
A 8 great preventive to accidents nlways think a
gun is loaded if you even know to the contrary;
it will prevent a carelessness in its handling, and,
though harmless, it may frequently alarm others
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2 ON THE GUN, AND

who are not aware of it. Never leave a gun loaded
sbout & house unless for protection, and properly
put away in a secure place. Never carry a gun
loaded in s carriage, which is always liable to
acoidents. In walking to your shooting, which is
frequently at a considerable distance, and frequently
throngh narrow lanes, with friends or persons be-
hind you, the most sportsmanlike method and the
pafest, is to rest the gun on your shoulder, the
hammers nearest the back, the butt held in your
loft hand ; in fhis way, the gun being crooked, the
top or muzzle is pointed so high that it would be
impoesible to harm those behind you. I must here
add this cantion: be extremely careful not to let
the butt glip from the hand ; on the eonirary, carry-
ing o gun with the butt in the left hand, the ham-
mers uppermost and before the shoulder, looks most
awkward, and is much more like the village volun-
teer than a sporting man. Another way is by keep-
ing the right elbow close to the body, bringing the
hand forward, snd resting the gun on the erm with
the guard close to it; and for change the gon may
be grasped by the hand just before the lock, and,
being pointed to the ground, gives an essy appear-
ance as well as great safely. In the field either of
the methods may be used. Let it be here recolleated
that a psrson walking on the left is always in the
most dangerous pogition, particularly if the person
on the right carries his gun in the usual manner,
when expecting game fo rise, which is by grasping
the barrel with the left hand five or siz inches
above the lock, the right holding ihe small of the
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stock just below the guard, the gun crossing the
body toward the left side; and, by so doing, the
gun is constantly pointed towards those on the left
gide. When walking on the right the safest method
is iy carrying the gun over the right shounlder, the
hammers nearest the body or before the shoulder,
and the hand round the small of the stock, which
not only makes those perfectly safe on the left, but,
on game rising, the gun is always ready. I have
no donbt by some I shall be thought over partienlar,
but this I know, you cannot be too careful. Let
these rules be practised with a gun not loaded.

Now comes the choice of a gun, and, as T feel to
be addressing beginners in the sporting line, shall
suppose they will have to exercise their taste. If
you were to ask many, who have shot for years,
you will find one shooting with a crooked gun, and
shooting well; another with a- very straighi one,
and shooting equally well. I am certain it is con-
stant use that makes atraight or crooked preferred.
I must say, as it is with most things, a happy
medinm is best, It is my opinion that a straight
gun is best; one on hringing it quickly to the shoul-
der, coming up to the objeet, or even a little over it,
at once, without even looking at the gum, or, as
soms call it, “‘ aiming,” & word which I detest. One
reason for preferring a siraight, or even s very
straight gun is, that game within shot is always
rising, and it is much more likely to shoot under
a bird with a crooked than with a straight one.
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