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PREFACE.

Tax Canon and Inspiration of the Holy Beripturea
wre subjects of the highest importance to every Chris-
tian. The Divine Books contain the only information
with respect to the salvation of sinners, and the duties,
privileges, and hopes of the heirs of heaven. All that
can be known of the mind of God, and of the future
state of man, must be learned from them. The theo-
rias of men, with respect to the things of God, and
reasonings respecting revealed sobjects, grounded oa
any othor foundation but the divine declarations, are
not only fallacions es far ms concerns their immediate
objects, but preveat an accurate acqonintance with
the ways of God, by opening innumerable devious
paths, which deceltfblly promise to lead to heavenly
knowledge.

The Bible not only contains things thut are divioely
pceredited ma true, but it containe all the truth on
divine subjects that is nccesaible to man. Hence every
thing that respects the particular books composing the
Canon, and the inspiration of these books, is of the
liveliest interest to every Christian, Whatever tends
to invalidate the authority of any particular book of the
Canon, or to add others to the number, ought to be met
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4 . PAEFACE,

with the moet decided opposition, aa threatsning to rob
us of the most precious revealed truth, or to impose on
us the traditions of men as the commandments of God.
To reject & book, whose authenticity rests on the
anthority of the Canon, I8 not only to give op the
portion of divine truth which soch book contains, but
to take away the evidence of every cther book standing
on the same authority. If cne bock of the Canon is
given up, how shall any other be retained on the
suthority of thet Canon? Is it & light thing to edmit
s principle thet unsettles the evidence of every book
of the Bible? Is it an innocent thing to charge as
superfluous, unimportant, onbhely, or wowerthy of Ged,
any thing that there ia authority o held as his word P
What, then, ahall be paid of thoae Chrietiane, who have
not only discoversd an unbecoming facility in sur-
rendering parts of the book of God, but have labored
with the most strenucus exertions fo unsettls the
Canon, and bave availed themselver of overy resourca,
with which &8 perverse ingenuity could supply them, to
degrade some of the books that mre as fully authenti-
cated as any in that sacred collection ?

In like manner, to recognize & book, not anthentica-
ted by the Canom, is to invalidate the authority of the
Canon, and to lay & foundation for the admission of
unaccredited books to an indefinite extent. It is ob-
vioua, that those who do so cannot be amured of the
truthe which they receive, nor that they bave all re-
vealed truths in the Bible. Buch a mode of proceed-
ing degrades the Word of God, unsetiles the faith of
the Christinn, and greatly mars his adification and
comfort.

The inspiration of the Scriplures is o thing of squal
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importance with the authonty of the Canon.  1F God is
not the suthor of them, in the fullest and most complete
sense of that term, we cannct receive them as the word
of God. The Beriptures so plainly assert their inspira-
tion, that it is matter of metonishment that any who pro-
feas to believe them should hove denied it Yet many
have contrived to hold the word, and to deny the thing
iteelf, In this way, they perhaps hide even from them-
eelves the boldness of their unhallowed speculations.
That inspiration extends to words, us well as to matter,
is n thing so obvious, that it never could have been
questioned, if theee who deny it had not misled them-
selves by their vain rewsonings on the sabject, or taken
the contrary for granted without Inguiry, on the author-
ity of others. A writing inapired by God, self-evident-
ly implies in the very expression, that the words are
the words of God ; and the common impression of man-
kind coincides with this most entirely, That the in-
gpiration is in the matter, not in tha words, thet one
part of Beripture is written with one kind or degree of
inepiration, and ancther part with ancther kind or de-
gree, is coatrary Lo the phreseclogy, and totally without
foundation in any part of the Beriptures themselves,
and never could bave sopgested iteelf es a natural
mesning of the word. This unholy invention is the
figment of an ill-employed ingenuity, sither to invali-
date some Beriptore trothe, or to repel some ohjections,
which sppeared otherwise unanswerablae. It is an cx-
pedient to serve a purpose, and as little to be approved,
when it ks used to defend the dectarations of God, as
when it is used to overtwn them Yet degrading
views both of the Canon and Inspiration of the Berip-
tures too generaily prevail; and some writers of great
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8 FREFACE.

influence on the public mind, instead of correcting
these arrors, lend their {nfluepce to their setablinh-
ment. . .

The planary mspiration of the Hely Scriptures is not
only established by the most expross passages in the
way of direct muthority, but it is a matter of no light
consideration that there are mo opposing passages on
the other gide. Fardly an error ever wps maintained,
but what could presa some passage of the Word of
God into it service, by the use of torture. Indeed,
very many fmportant troths of the divine word are not.
without their difficultiss, from paesages that afford a
bandle to human jgnomoce and human depravity.
While theee are alwayw capable of & solution in perfect
eccordance with the truthe to which, at first sight, they
mey appear to be opposed, they prove a test of our
submission to the divine wisdem. They manifest the
childlike disposition of the people of God; but they
are &8 gins and anares to the wisdom of this weorld, and
the wiso are taken by them in their own craftiness.
As the contiguity of the Canaanites manifested the un-
belief of the people of Iaracl, so these passages in the
divine wisdom bring oot [ote opan avowal the enmity
of men to the truth of God.  But the inspimtion of the
Seriptares, in the words as well as in the matier, is not
opposed by any difficulty of this kind; and the authors
of the low and derogatory view of the Word of God,
which macribes to it diffecont degrees of mspiration,
cannot plead = single pasange that will afford them even
the shadow of support. Their doctnne i bot a the-
ory —a theory in opposition to the most express me-
sertions of Seriptore, and not countenanced by the

allegtion of e single text
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Whence comea the Bible? s & question in every
way worthy of the deepest attention of the Chnstian,
The grounds on which is rested the happiness of this
world, and of the world to come, can never be too
deeply examined. The title-deeds to so immense an
inheritance, are worthy of the constant rescarches of
the life of man.

To esteblish with the wimost precision what are the
books belonging to the Canon of Seripture, to fix the
brand _of reprobation om sll false pretenders to the
tonor of inspiration, and to vindicate the writings of
the Old Testament and the Mew, as the words of the
Bpirit of God, can at no period be a useless labor.
But present circumstances add greatly to this impor-
4ance; and recent events have discovered not only ig-
morance on these subjects, where knowledge might
Chave been expected, but opposition, even from the
friends of the gospel. It ja much to be vegretted, that
amseriptural opinions concerning these snbjects have
long beep entertainad, and have, of Iate, been advo-
<cated by persons, who might have been expected to be
the most zeslowa in opposing their progress. The
Christian public are in the grester danger from the
infection of this heresy, because it i propagated by
persons whom they have long been accustomed to re-
.gurd ns among the brightest oroaments of true relighon.
Had these dangerons opinions made their appesrance
An the works of Bocinians, Christiana would have stood
-on their guard sgainst them. But when the Cenon is
-ensettled, and plenary fnspiration is denied by men
‘who profess to hold the dstinguishing doctrines of the
goopel, many will be misled. 1f, then, we are com-
manded to contend anrnaatly for the fkith once deliversd



