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PREFAOQE.

A SPELLING-BOOK is s necessity. It should be used
every day in every grade of school.

No stody js of more importance than this stody of words.
It includes enuncistion, pronunciation, reading, converss-
tion, writing, a koowledge of the mesnings of words, and
sccuracy in using them.

Properly taught, it mast alao result in an enlarged vocabn-
lary, as well a8 in an inureased ability to gain, and to ex-
presa, ideas.

In this book, the anthor has attempted to aid in reaching
these results.

In the Primary Division of the book, such words as the
child nses and hears daily are firat given, so that each word
may represent an idea fo him.

Based on this known word and ides, an aftempt is made
in each lesson to teach something net before known, In such a
way as to enlarge the power of thought snd expression, to
fix the forms and meanings of words in the mind, and to
strengthen the memory.

In this way, the sounds are taught, synonyme and oppo-
sites are gradunally introduced, and the pupil is led fo see
the varions meanings a word may have through its connec.
tion with other words. He is aleo taught to form sentences
to illustrate these meanings, and to show that he ander-
stands them. The lessons have been so carefully graded
that great improvement must resnlt, even if no didll on sen-
tences, such a8 is recommended, be given. But the suthor
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hopes that the many excellent teachers, aided by progressive
committees, will carry out the simple, practical plan of the
book, and thus raise spelling to ite proper high position
among our common-scheol studies.

Attention is called to the following special featares : —

1. There are three books ({or divisions) adapted to the
different school grades.

2. The easicsf words have been placed first, and, to
facilitate teaching the sounds of the letiers, the columns of
words in each lesson, at flrat, contain buat one new wowel-
sound,

3. Worda have been selected without regard fo length,
provided they are familiar to the child, and do not contain
too difficult combinations of letters.

4. The first twenty-four pages present the words in script
and in print.

5., The sentences are fo be dictated by the teacher snd
written by the pupil. The words in Italic should be also
spelled orally, and their synonyms given, as far as they have
synony™Ma, Or SYNONYMOus expressions, known to the pupil
or given in the lists of words,

6. The grading is a special feature, great care having
been taken in regard to the selection of words, their use in
sentences, and the kind of work to be done by the papils.

7. The sentences are in many casea from standsrd au-
thore, are models of sentiment and style, and should be
thovoughly studied and ooderstood. They may be read by
the pupile, and, being notural, most aid in teaching proper
expression in reading.

8. The repetition of worde in reviews, synonyms, and sen-
tences, will ensure fomiliorsty with their forms and wees,

9, The pupil is fed to define words from his own fmowl-
edge in such a way as to enlgrge his vocabulary and to in-

crease his power of expresgion.
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10. As soon as the pupil is prepared for such work, a
systesatic teaching of synonyme and opposites is introdoced.

11. Words spelled oalite and pronounced differently, and
words spetled differently and promounced wiike, are given in
sentances, to show their meanings, and, in some cases, in
columus, with their definitions.

12. The Intermediate and Grammar Divisions carry out
the same plan, but, by a different way of presenting the
gubject, break up the moootony of the study.

13. Words spelled differently by Webster and Worcester
are carefully noted.

14. Rules for spelling are so given as to help the pupil to
spell, define, and use new words.

15. Prefixes and Suffixes are taoght, to enlarge the vo-
eabulary, and to show the eomposition and exac meanings
of words.

16. The Test Speller inoludes o general review, with words
80 gronped as to teach more than a mere miscellaneous list
of words.

17. The arvangement of synonyms in grewps must be of
great advantage in this eapeclally profitable study.

18. The foot-notes give valuable hints to teachers. Sev-
eral full pages of notes have been given, to lead to system-
atie work.

In conclusion, the suthor would gratefully acknowledge
his obligations to those personal friends and eminent
educators who have so kindly encouraged and aided him
in his work, and also to Messrs. J. 8. Cuvsame & Co., the
printers, to whom the eredit of the typography is due,



NOTES FOR TEACHERS.

——

Srupr the plan of the book, understand its successive steps, know
just what each lesson s meant to teach, and then carry ont the plan
as carefully as possible.

The book should be put into the pupfl's hands s soon &2 he begins
to read.

Read the sentenoes, and let the pupil read them after you. Be sure
he promounces each word correctly and gives the proper accemt amd
inflection. Rend the lsts of words in the same way, paying particular
attention to distinot enunciation.

Teach the sounds of letters by reading several words having the
soundl you wish to teach; eg, Leseon 1: To teach the short sound
of a.

Teacher, Rat, oat, mat, bat,—K, & &, & (giving the soumd of a4, not
its name). '

Pupil. Rat, cat, mat, bat, — K, 4, 4, i

When thie sound s well underatood, snd given correctly, the sound
of ¢ should be taught in the same way ; eg.,—

7. Rat, cat, mat, hat, —t, , t, t.

P. Rat, cat, mat, bat, —14, &, ¢, .

This [ the best way to teach sounds to any olase of pupils ; but if
the class s older, and cannot give sounde correetly, the teacher should
drill them every day om the * Key,” p. 88, Grammar Division, in the
way indicated.

Teach the children to apell by letter in the same way ; eg.,—

T. Rat,—r, 8, t, rat.

F. Rat,—r, a, t, rat.

Go throogh esch lesson in thie way until the class can read and
atudy it without help.

The aim of the book is to teuch pupils to write and to spell words
intelligently. To do this, the lespons shonld be written, sentences
formed from the lists of worda to ghow that their meanlngs are under-
gtood, and children should be fawght fo study the lesson for themaelves,
Let the class copy the words sand sentences in seript. Do not harry
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on theea first Iessons. Take a week, if necessary, on eagh one. Do
the work thoroughly, if it taloes & month to & page.

. This cavers the work ae far as Leseon 18, whers words with similar
meanings are introdocad.

Go on with the ebove plan as far ae p. 26, bot add fo it a few exer
ciges like this, —

T, What word moans the same na © binds "1

P, Tie.

T. What word mesns the eame s “oords ™?

F. Hopes.

T\ Give the sentence using t.hm wards,

P, “They tie him with ropes.”

This drill on synonyme will prove of great value. Tse it, as you find
in the lepaons words whows eynonyma are koown to the clase.  Observe
the foot-notes. Bilemt lotters can be indicated by drawing a line through
themn.

Lesson 49, From this point dietate ench leseon, and have all the
words written. Let the clase also spell orally the words in Iialic and
in the colomns, and give or writa sentences containing the worda in the
columna.

Notice the words in Italic. 1. They should ail be speiled orally, to
ﬂ:meminthamlnduthnrmmthn poge. 2 Home of them have
synenyma given in the lst of words. These syoonyms should be sob-
stituted in the written sentence or written abore the word. 3. Bome of
them have synonyme ¥mown to the child, snd not given in the list of
words, These should be weitten above the words in Ttalic. 4. Bome
of them have opposites that will serve to show that the child knows
thelir meanings., These opposites should generally be given orally.

The words in the colemns heve been carefully selectad: 1. To give
some synonyma for words in the sentences; 2. To give another mean-
ing to some word previously ueed ; 8. To give practice in spelling com-
mon words that the pupfl uses, hears, or sees, In his reading; 4. To
give opposltes for words in the lessons,

Lessons 1 aod 2 of the Intermediate will ghow some new work. In
addition fo the plan in the Primary, the aim should be to show the dif-
ferent mesnings the same word 'may have in different sentences. This
ie best done by uslng the word in two or more sentences | ¢.g., Lesson 1
“ had.”

Belect a few words in each lesson. Tt the puplls write ench in two
ot more sentences, to show as many uses. Then aubstitute, as in Les-



