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PRELIMINARY : THE PLAN AND SCOPE OF THE SURVEY.

The objeet of this, the first publication of the Botanical Survey
of Nebraska, is introductory only. Tt is intended to serve as a
preface and introduction to the future publications of the SBurvey.

Although the general plan of the Survey was sgread upon in
June of this year, and no littls collecting done in accordance with
it in July and August, the SBurvey was not formally organized till
Aungust 24. At that time the organization set forth on the pre-
ceding page was effected. As there indieated, the Survey will be
entirely under the confrol of the Seminar. The SBeminar selects
the members and nssigns the work, and its members will bear
the entire expense of the Survey. But in the conduct of it they
will be advised and mseisted by the gentlemen who have kindly
consented to net as the advisory committee, and io botanical and
scientific matters they will rely largely on the advice and assist-
ance of Dr. Bessey.

In entering upon the Survey, the Seminar is fully aware of the
difficulties which must necessarily beset such an undertaking
when condueted by private means and enterprise. But if there
are difficulties attending the conduet of the Survey by private en-
terprise, there are also undoubted advantages. The members
need never fear to do pursly scientific work, they need not spend
their time in strengthening their official rather than their seien-
tific position, and they need not be distracted from more impor-
tant maiters by the burden of continually demonstrating to doubt-
ing Thomases the practical nature of their undertaking.

No apology for the undertaking of such a survey iz needed.
The changes which are taking place in the flora of the state have
alrendy been noted by Mr. Webber in the preface to his eata-
logue. The rapid settlement of the western portions of the state
is undoubtedly accelerating these changes, and requires that those
regions be examined at once, while the native flora is intact. The
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namber of collectors and persone interested in hotany in the state
is increasing, and they demand that the loeal flora—for the de-
termination of which, as regards the Anthophytes, two manuals
are required in many parts of the state —be syatematically set ba-
fore them, and that the lower plants of the state be made necess-
ible to them. At present, but & limited pumber can form any ac-
quaintance with the larger part of the plant life of thestats. Mr.
Webber's catalogne and the supplements to it have been of very
great assistance to bofanists and collectors in Nebrasks. But
they are not enough, and, besides, are far from representing the
whole flora of the state, as is shown by the additions made almost
daily. To continue to add to Mr. Webber's catalogue in & hap-
hazard way will needlessly and indefinitely postpone the complete
presentation of our flora which is desirable, Systematie botan-
ical exploration of the state will bring such a eatalogne mnch
sooner, make it a far better one, and cannot fail to develop many
things of practical as well as scientific importance.

It would be greatly to the public intarest to have a state Nat-
ural History Survey. But the time when such a sarvey can be
conducted .with puklic funds seems far distant. The next best
thing is a private survey, This the Seminar has undertaken for
the botanigal part, believing that the time when such & survey
ghonld be had is at hand,

It ie the intention of the Seminar to make s thorough and com-
plete survay of the state, extending over several years and cover-
ing all forms of plant life, Those parts of the state which are
less known will be carofully explored, and, sa far as possible, com-
plete collections will be made there. Distinet cases have been
provided in the Herbarium of the University for the Survey Her-
barium, and several collections of fair size and no little impor-
tance have been made already. The plan is to make the Survey
Herbarium a eomplete representation of the flora of the state, to
indicate thers, as far as possible, the distribution of each species,
to determine the floras of the various regions of the state, and to
provide for the botanista of the state a harbarium for the study
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of the local flora as well as complete and noccurate lists and cata-
logues, and monographs of the more difficult groups. | At the close
of the Survey the Herbarium will be presented to the University.
And during the progress of the Survey it will be accessible to
all persons, prepared to use it, who wish to stndy the plants
of Nebraska or any group of them.

In addition to the reports, catalogues of local floras and mono-
graphs of parficular groups, principally of the lower plants, will
be published. Several such monographs are now in preparation,
and more are contemplated. These will make possible & more
thorough sequaintance with the plant life of the state by the pub-
lic generally, and, it is hoped, enable the public schools of the
state to do much which at present they cannot do for lack of the
numerous and expensive books which such work requires. - But
the Seminar will aim to make the work of the Burvey scientific
rather than popular.

While the Survey is essentially & private undertaking, com-
ducted by a private organization and carried om with private
means, the members of the Seminar recognize that their connec-
tion with the State University, most of them being graduate stn-
dents at that institution, pats them under obligation to the publie.
They will endeavor, therefore, to give such practical direction to
the Survey as will be consistent with a purely scientific aim. The
grasses of the state, the trees and woody plants, injurions and
beneficial fungi and their cbserved effects, and other matters of
interest to Agriculturist and Horticulturist, will receive speeial
notice. But the bulletine of the Agrienltursl Experiment Sta-
tion ure the place for the most of snch work, especially the popu-
lar side of it The SBurvey must often treat them on an equality
with matters of little economic or purely scientific importanee.

With no intention of being unduly radieal, the Seminar will
endeavor to have the publications of the Survey fully represent
the most recent development of Botany in all directions. The
Survey is intended for scientific purposes, and its publications
for scientific eyes, primarily. Furthermove the Seminar cannot
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assent to the doctrine that the public are too weak to stand a
draught of modern scientific results, unless strongly dilated with
ancient aml untenable idess, no longer held even by those who
_eontinue to put them off upon others.




