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INTRODUCTION.

We learn from the writings of Herodotos, the
first Grecien historizn, that in the time of the
ancient Egyptians, or more than two thousand years
azo, *“there were individua! healers for ench indi-
vidoal distemper, some taking charge of the dia
orders of the eyes, others of the head, and otfiers of
those of the veeth ;" wet, although we are thus ahble
$0 comnect the practice of Dental Buorgery with the
remotest antinnity, as a sclence it ie comparetively
of but recent date. Tt was not nntil about the cloze
of the seventeenth century, when the etrong enthu.
ginam for cxperimental philosephy led to the estab-
lishment, in 1683, of the present Royal Society, and
in 1666, of the Academy of Beiences in France, that
we may date its revival in modern times, as a sepa-
mate branch of medical practice. In the beginning
of the eighteenth century, persons destined for the
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profession of Dentists in France, were compelled to
undergo s regular examination ; but in England, as
is well known, ne such proof of qualification is re-
quired; and it 13 owing to the absence of this salutary
test that a0 much discredit has been brought upon the
profesaion. The early part of this centary, not fifiy
years since, may be dated ay the ecommencerment of
the present cnlightened state of ita professors: in
1803, the justly celebrated work of Fox, one of the
first members of the medical profession, whoae prae-
ticul attention was exclusively devoted to the teeth,
wade its eppearance ; since which, oumerous others
by verious eminent Profsssors, each adding to the
then rapidly increasing fund of Imowledge, huve
followed and been the means of elevating the
character of the profession to its present highly
advanced state. To s great g degree of perfection
has it now attained, that the economy of the teeth
and the nature and treatment of their diseases have
become reduced to as perfect a system as are those
embraced by the general practitioner. One of the
Principal remaining desiderata is to procure for the
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public the same protection which is afforded in every
other branch of medical practice. Until thie be
obtained, the only security sgainst the injurions
effecta of empiricism, les in the public being made
acquainted with the proper management of the
mouth, and the nature of the diseaszea of the teeth,
as well as the principles upon which their treatment
is founded. From this, ancther c¢onsiderable ad-
vantage may also accrue—nothing but 2 knowledge
of the structure of the testh and the inevitable
results of meglect or nmismanapement of the mouth
is required to ensure a more general attention to the
care of them. With thie view the following pages
have been written ; and although necesearily concize
in the descriptions, it iz hoped they are sufficiently
clear and intelligible for the general reader.

The inatructions for the management of the teeth
invariably accord with the pructice of the most
eminent dentists of the day ; while in the treatment
of second dentition, attention is drawn to the form
of the palate, as aiding materially in prognosticating
the ultimate regularity and position of the teeth;
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the value of this will be clearly perceived when
fuirly contrasted with ell the uncertainty which has
hitherto attended its gemeral treatment. In com-
nexion with this, in the different forma of the dental
curve, the certain results peculier to cach are we.
counted for, and by thus referring to the cause,
affords an opportunity of profiting from the adage
that “ prevention iz better than cure.”

6, St Gelew® Strect, Noviwich,
Seprember, 1846.



