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ESBAY

“Tre Jesuit” and “the Puritan” are names of prin-
ciples rather than of men. They do not so appropristely
denignate sects and parties, as they deseribe opposite
tendencies in character and iostitutions. These prin-
ciples and tendencies are not, on the one hand, confined
to “the Society of Jesua nor on the other, to the
Puritan party; though they are most perfectly repre-
septed in each. The Romish church was the natural
mother of the Jesuit; his prineiples and spirit were
already in being within her pale. He only separated
them from their incongruous and inconsistent elementa
of good, and applied them with s consistency that wsa
fearfully rigid It would seem, that every peculisrity
by which the Romish system is distinguished from
the Christianity of the New Testament, is represented
in the society of Loyola. Oun the contrary, the Puri-
tan i8 no more than a consistent Protestant. His prin-
eiples are those, and only those, which gave being and
lifse to the Reformation. He haa only understood
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them more clearly, applied them more consistently, and
acted them out with & more heroic apirit.

It will be important to keep in mind the import
of these names, as thus explained, in the comparison
which we propose to institute between the Puritan and
the Jesuit systems of education. Thiz ouly will save us
from a narrow and partisan view of the subject, and will
lead uz to study principles rather then names. Let it
be understood, then, once for all, that by the Jesuit sys-
tem of education, we intend the system most perfecily
repregented in the institutions of the Jesuits, in what-
ever schools it is found, whether Protestant or Romish,
whether developed in whole or in part. By the Puritan
system we mean, the one generally adopted in Protestant
schools and universities, but which, in some of #s fea-
tures, has been most completely realized in the educa-
tional inatitutes of the Puritans.

% The Society of Jesus was formed in and for a erizis
in the history of the Romish church. A sudden and
violent oneet had been made upon this vast structure,
under which it seemed to be tottering to its fall The
ignorance and dissoluteness of the priesthood, together
with the glaring inconsistency of certain dogmas of the
chareh, when tried by the eommon sense and conseienca
of man, furnished the most convincing srguments, by
which the Reformers all over Furope were reasoning
out the essential corruption nnd error of the entire ays-
tem. Thess Reformers were able debaters and fervent
preachers. Their intellectual activity had been quick-
ened into surprising energy by their new religious life,
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and they had been trained in the schools that had snd-
denly sprang into being in the very heat of the earliest
conflicts. The strong sapports of Rome, political power,
nncient custom, and priestly domination, were giving way
before influences stronger than them all—the convinesd
reason and the believing faith of the individual man. In
Germany, the tide of victory had turmed for the Re-
formers. England bad broken with the pontif. In
France, in Bwitzerland, and the Low Countries, powerful
influences were working with amazing energy beneath the
surfice of society. Even in Italy and Bpain, able and
conscientions ecclesiaatica saw and confessed the corrup-
tions of the church, and believed more than they dared
to utter. The whole of the vast and mighty fabrie, im-
posing from it gigantic structure, venerable for ita age,
and consecrated by the associations of ecenturies, seemed
to be weakened in every part, and trembling in every
wall and pillsr, ere it should fall in upon itself, a mighty
ruin,

At this erisia the plan of this wonderful society wos
presented to the Pope. His Holiness, as the Jesuita
solemnly assert, saw in it the only, and perhapa the suf-
ficient means to stay and turn hack the impending evil,
and exclasimed, * The finger of God is in it."*

* Crétineau Joly, Vol. I, p. 148, This work is entitled, His-
toire Religisuse, Politique et Littéraire de la Compagnio de Josos,
composde sur les documents Inddits et authentiques. § vola Svo,
Paris, 1845. This, it will be obeerved, is our principal suthority.
Among the multitede of books written for snd against the
Jeauits, it seemed desirable to refer to those written in their
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The society was constituted in the year 1540, by a
boll from Pius ITI. Its zealous founder had already
spent years of enthusisstio fervor, and conmcentrated
thought, in matoring ite principles. At the first mo-
ment of its organized existence, it was, in itz most im-
portant features, the same which it hes ever continued
to be, It is true, its amazing efficiency, snd the wide
extent of its influence, were neither of them anticipated
even in the wildest dreams of Loyolss Mad as he was,
he eould never have been mad enough to dream, that he
had developed a power which should first educate the
youth of Europe, and then make kings and pontiffa to
tremble upon uneasy thrones, or to disappesr from the
seat of power, as at the whisper of an enchanter. As
the society was tested by actual trial, its hidden capaci-
tiez and ite secret energies were skilfully developed by
Loyola’s able euectessors; new elomenta of power were
added to it, snd the harmonious working of its several
parta was carefully adjuated, till its power and perfection
astonished as well as delighted its able architects and
directors. Nay, we cannot bub suppose, that its head
was now and then struek with terror® at the awful energy

fwvor, rather than to those which were written avowedly againat
the society. It seemed also better to select the moat recont work,
a3 likely to be the mest able and plansible. No writer would ba
likely, at this day, to write langrely io the interest of the Jesoits,
without having scceas to the most abundant stores of informa-
tlon, and without befog duly instructed how to pul the most
favorable construction on the weak points fn their history,

* As, for instance, when & geseral of the society said to the
duke of Brancas, * See, my lord, front Ws room—from this reom
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of the machinery which he essayed to guide, e the else-
trician will at times watch with & solicitude approach-
ing to dread, the slumbering power that he has so quictly
acoumulated in the frail enginery by hia side.

The constitution and spirit of the society are essen-
tially military. JIgnatius had heen a soldier, and he
carried all the soldier into his new order. He simed to
bring the ardor, the daring, and above all, the discipline
of the camp, to do their utmost in the service of the
church. The name of the head of the order wes Gen-
eral.  All the gradations and divisions were military.
The authority of each superior over his subordinates
was complete and despetic. Every member, from the
highest to the lowest, vowed the most implicit obedience
to any and to every order from the General. It was
obeyed on the instant, whether it renched them by day
or by night, in sickness or in heslth. It was obeyed to
the letter, whether it sent them to the North or the
Bouth, to & point near at hand or to the opposite side of
the globe, whether it would conduct them into apparent
gafety or certain death. The Professed, who were the
society proper, had made a sclemn vow to God, in the
presence of the Holy Virgin, and to their General, who
was to them in the place of God.* It was & vow of per-
petusl poverty, chastity, and obedience. This obedience

I govern, not only Faris, but Chipa; not only China, bul the
whole world, without any one knowing how it i managed.”

* Je fais profession ot promets & Dieu toul-puaissant * * * et 2
vous révdrend Pere Géndral, gui lenes la place de Dien.—Crét.
Joly, L 110.



