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CONTEMPORARY
PORTRAITS:

Men of My Day in Public Life.
By the Rt. Hen. Hir Avceawon
WesT, Author of # Recollections,”
“One City and Many Men”
With many Illustrations. Demy
gvo, cloth. 185 net.

Sir Algernon West, at one time
sectetary  to Mr Gladstone when
Prime Minster, and whe has filled 2
pumber of important official positions,
is well qualificd by his personal cx-
perience apd  the punber of Lis
acyunintances in the wpper regions
of the cificial world to write this
beok, which includes reminiscences
of Sir Lowis Mallet, Losd Blachford,
Lord Sandford, Sir E. May, Lord
Welby, Matthew Armold, 8 E.
Fradford, and many others.  Sir
Algernon West, as his previous work
shows, is a deligifal raconteor, and
the prsent is onc of the mest
informing and churming he has
Writtem,

T. VFrsukr TTwwin Lto.  Lowpon
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PRETACE

Tue purpose of this book, briefly stabted, is 1o deseribe
Parliament dving its work, as a living organization, in the
framing of laws, in the levying of Laxes and in their spending,
and in the consideration of the discontents, anxieties and
necessitics of the Commonweolth, with a view to their
removal or amelioration. I have embodied in my book—
il T may say so without sounding the lowd timbrel Loo vain-
gloriously—eonsiderable experience as a journalist of General
Eleetions and by-eleetions in all parts of Great Britain and
Ireland, and of thirty-five yvears’ observation of the twa
Houses of Parlinment from the Reporlers’ Gallery, supple-
menteld by a study of their history and tradilions, Taws
and proecdure, Lhe earcers ol leading statesmen, and the
political principles by which they guided itheir management

-~ of publie alfairs.

There arce many valuable Lext-lhooks on the Constitution
by learned lawycrs and philosophical writers. My hook
does not aspire to be classed with these grave and profoand
treatises. They are of high documentary value, but T think
it is doubd Ml whether one ean veally get to know Parlimnent
from a study of them alone. They ignere the human side
of Parliament. Often they scem to present Parlipment as
a mere abstraction—a thing of rules, principles amd theories
unrclated to the human personalities who compose its
membership,  Parliament eannot be divoreed from 1ife any
more than Literature, Rightly to appreciate Parliament in
its strength and in its weakness you must have an aequaint-
ance with it in being, and an understanding of the politicians
who, whether in oflice or out of office, whether i Govern-
ment or Opposition, bend it, or try to bewd it Lo their will,
Mr, Speaker Lowther, presiding at o lecture on the House
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of Commons, told a story which serves to illustrate the
dilferenee hetween theory and experience,  When Sir William
Anson, the author, as Mr. Lowther traly said, of *a very
grave and almost classical work * on the British Constitu-
tion, was being escorted up the floor of the House of Commons
to take the oath and his seat for the first time, an old and
witty Hadical wmember whe happened to be sitting heside
Mr. Lowther said to him: * Is this the gentleman who has
written a great work on the House of Commons " * Yes,
that is the very man,” replied Mr. Lowther.  * Well,™ the
other remarked, ** he will find it a very different plaee from
what he thought it was,” Tt s wdle for historieal writers
to Lry Lo depreciate the importance of personality in affairs.
Certainly in Parliament it is personality that, even more
than opinion, is the determining faclor in every greal political
Crisis.

T trace the progress of a Parliament, its unfolding and
development, from the General Flection, when it is con-
stituted by the votes of the people, wntil the day the
Sovereign, on the adviee of the Cabinet, pronounees the
sentenee of its dissolulion. I deseribe ils framework amd
machinery, its chief officers, its ecrcmonics, usages and
customs, s eontrasts of solemnity and goiety ; the Party
forecs whichh move 6 and direet its course 3 how Adrings-
trations are made ; the doties of Ministers ; the pleasures
atl woes of the MLP.; how Publie and Private Bills are
passed ; how Supplics are vobed ; the mode in which the
proecedings of hoth Houses are reported for the newspapers ;
and e varied elements, aspeets and nsages of Parliament,
whether it he regavded as Lhe historie Lemple of British
liberties, eqoally ancient and venerable with Westminster
Abbey over Bhe wav ;s the seene of great achievements in
orafory and statesmouship s the institution by which, as
the incnrnation of the current politieal thonght of the day,
questions alleeting Lhe well-heing of the community are
determined by legislators and administrators, or the field
upon whieh the eontinuous and exeiting duel between Parties
is longht ol close quarters, with all the whims, odditics,
weaknesses of human natore as well as with its noble gualities.
I have mudde some exemsions into the domain of history.



