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CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

PART 1
CITAPTER 1

CLEMENT'S HOAE § THE CITY QF ALEGANIELY, - ANLD
IT5 PRINCIPAL FEATURES
e Mam tikd, quo dic

FPortus Alcxandriz supnles
Et vaeoam patcfecit aolam,

Fortuna lustro prospera tertio
Belli seeundas reddidit exitos,
Landemague ot optatum peractis
Tmipens degus mrrogavil,”
Tow., O, 1% 14
sl'HE life and work of Clement of Alexandria could
not, perhaps, be more favourably introduced 1o the
notice of our readers than by a bnef account of the
historic city in which that life was lived and that work
was done, and a peneral summary of the various
influences that helped to mould and develop the
chatacter and geniijs of the man,
The city was founded by the great Alexander whose
name it bore. MMaving crushed the ersian power



2 CLEMENRT OF ALEXANDIRIA

for ever on the plains of Issus, 333 B.c., the Mace-
donian conqueror had poused for a short breathing-
space In his carcer of victory to settle affairs in
Palestine and Egypt.  During this period of rest he
founded Alexandria, an extensive and regular city,
Luilt ona beautiful and cormmaedions site, and destined
to become the great emporium of the Last.

On the north side is walls were washed by the
Lloe waves of the Mediterranean, while the fine lake
Mareotis formed its boundary on the south. The
city, moreover, had the advantage of possessing two
harbours, one facing the north-east and the other the
south-west, so that 1t was possible for ships to sail in
and cut i1 all weathors, and was also connected with
the intenor of the country by a large canal.

Thus Alexandria was odmirably situated for com-
merce ; and as a large proportion of its inhabitants
consisted of enterprising Jows amd Grecks, it soon
rame to the froot in the trade of the world. It has
Leen siid that the Last and West met together in this
centre to buyand sell and gel gain, It was no wonder
then, considering its great natural advantages, that the
city very rapidly assumed vast proportions, covering in
its prosperons days as much ground as modern Paris,
registering  nearly halfa-million free citizens,! and
having at its disposal more capital even than Rome.

I Diodorns, who visltad the city 6o A, 18, Informs ns that (he

repisters showed a population of joo,000 free citizens, and that
there were as many slaves,



