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“These two things, the spiritual and the
material, though we call them by different names,
in thetr Origin are one and the wame,”

—Lao-rzii,

“Hhen a new desire has declared dtself in
the human heart, when a new plexus is forming
{ among the merves, then the revelutions of nations
" are already decided, and histories wnwritten are

written,”
~—Towarps DEMOCRACY.






PREFACE

Wz seem to be arriving at a time when, with
the circling of our knowledge of the globe, a
great synthesis of all human thought on the
ancient and ever-engrossing problem of Creation
is quite naturally and inevitably taking shape.
The world-old wisdom of the Upanishads, with
their profound and impregnable doctrine of the
universal Self, the teachings of Buddha or of
Lao-tzil, the poetic insight of Plato, the inspired
sayings of Jesus and Paul, the speculations of
Plotinus, or of the Gnostics, and the wonderful
contributions of later Eurcpean thought, from
the fourteenth century mystics down through
Spinoza, Berkeley, Kant, Hegel, Schopenhauer,
Ferrier and others; all these, combining with the
immense mass of material furnished by modern
physical and biological Science, and Psychology,
are preparing a great birth, as it were; and out of
il



