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PREFACE.

A D ———

E all learn langmage, in the first instance, by imi-

tation, If lefi, however, to this resonrce only, wo
can never gain full mastery over that wonderful instro-
ment. To use it to the greatest advantage, we must
give study to the instrument itself; and the earliar the
study is begun, provided the method of study is rational,
and snited to the years and capacity of the acholar, tho
better for his general mental development.

The book hero presented is intended to be put into
the hands of the acholar sz soon as he i8 abla to read
and write. The method of teaching is chiefly by means
of written exercises, and is gimilar in principle to that
adopted in the First Lessons in Composition. The two
books, in fact, should be begun about the same time,
and should be studied together. In #he first two or
three Lessons, the books are almost the same; but
they soon diverge and branch off into different lines of
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v PREFACE.

thought, one leading directly to the aystematic study of
Grammar, the other to a like study of Rhetoric.

The young echolar who goes through the exercises in
this book will have acquired thereby s habit, the edi-
cational value of which can hardly be overstated, of
noticing the character and functions of the words
which he uses, and hence will be betier prepared to use
words rightly, and to uoderstand beiter the force of
words as used by others. He will alan have laid a foun-
dation for the sindy of English Grammar, as the axer-
cisgs invplve an acqusintance with the Parts of Bpeech,
with the leading Grammatical forms, and with the
principal terms employed In tesching Grammar. Clear
notions on these point being thus early acquired, the
study, when taken up syetematically, will nmot be ench
& painful sod profitless ordeal as under the common
system it often is.

J. B H.

Prmceros, April 21, 1874,
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LLANGUAGE LLESSONS.

Nouns.

_-,m.—_

LESSON L
Written Exercises.
1. WerTE your own name in fall.

Note.— Observe that your name in full iz made up
of two or more separate words.

In writing your name, or the name of any other
person, you should begin each word of the name with
& capital letter. .

You must not put a comma, or a point of any kind,
between the wonds that make up the name. Thus:
John Edward Forsyth, vot John, Edward, Forsyth.

If one of the words that make up the name i3 not
1+ 6



6  LANGUAGE LESBONS,

 given in full, but only the first letter of it, then a
period should be put after that letter, to show that it
stands for the whole word. Thus: Jobn E. Forsyth,

or J. E Foreyth. -

[Mote to the Toasher.— The teacher should show the scholar
how o make capitels comman, and periods, and shoold ses
that the dircetions, as given in the notes, on this pobject and
on other sobjects, are wirictly earried out, so that the scholar
may be trained from the very firsl to the habit of writing cor--
rectly. '

The teacher ghoold see alsp, in &Il the exercises, that the
icholar spelly the words correctly, snd should show him how
o e the dictiopary in finding out the porrect spelling. ]

3. Write in full the name of your father, your
mother, your brothers, your sisters, or of your other
relations, not less than five or six in all.

Note.~— In writing & number of names in thiz way,
one afier the other, put & comma after each full name,
unti] you come to the last. Put » period afier the
last. Thus: John Edward Forayth, Mary Forsyth,
Elizaheth Benton, George Benton, The comma be-
tween the names serves to separate them, The period
after the last name shows that the list is ended.

3. Write in full the names of five of your sch-ol-
mates or companions,

4. Write in full the names of five persons that
you have heard about, or that you have read about
in story-books.
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5. Write the names of five persons that are men-
tioned in the Bible.

Note.— You obeerve that in the Bible the name of &
person is usnally only one word, instead of being made
up of two or three words, as our names are nowadaya.

Commit to Memory.
The name of any person is called a NoUx,

Oral Reviaw.
‘What i the pame of any person called ?

——echrfoe—

LESS0ON IL

B:_‘.:.mplu.——-.]nn Thompeon, Henery carey, Wil-
iam, p Bnyder

Corrections.— In the first of these names, the first
word of the name is spelled wrong ; it ehould bhe John,

In the sscond name, the first word is spelled wrong ;
it should be Henry; and the second wcrd ghould by
gin with & capital C.

In the third name, the first word iz spelled wrong;
it should be William, and thers should not be a comma -
after it; also the P, which stands for the middle name,
should be written as a eapital, and should have a
period after it.



