THE LIFE OF
LORD CHATHAM



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649283910

The life of Lord Chatham by Arthur Sydney McDowall

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ARTHUR SYDNEY MCDOWALL

THE LIFE OF
LORD CHATHAM

ﬁTrieste






DA
PleM 4

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Wi rpane Prr‘r, Eani, or Curartaas. From the
Purtrait by Hoare in the National Portraic

Gallery " ) - . Froatingiece
S MowzeT Warrsie, _.ift-e::r the T"'ut'tl.-..lil: by

Kneller ; : . . Facing poge 7
Furorsick Tae CREAT. .e‘l..l'rcr the Portrait T:-jr

Georgpe Van der Myn . ; B
Tor Doxe ar MNewcasrok, Aflter ll:t Pnrlrni:

by Hoare . e 40

S1x Epwasn I-Iawn:. &ftl:r thc Puru'alt 'h}.r

(3, Knapton., . n 50
Worre, Frum the r'-urrra.ﬂ: hy ‘E:haa]:'.'. in I.E'H!

Mational Portrait Gallery . . 4y BB
I'ne lieaTeE oF GENERAL WoOLFE. i'!u.fl:cr tht:

Paineing by B, Wesz | . i1 72
Crogce ul  After the Portrait by F;amaay . 5 A2
Lorp Horrasm, - q . ~ o . I (- |
T'ux Mangos or Rockiscoans . e EEyE
Cuamers  Towxsnesn,  After the Fi.i-rtﬂlt b}*

Reynolds | ; . : - g 148
sTaTre oF LaoRrp M.-.xsm:r_n ™ WZsTMINSTER

AEBET | i M e 1682
Joux Wirkes, F[r.'h:rh :he Futl'.r&:l'. hy E. Pme

in the Guildhall . : R 1
Evsonp Borxe,  After the l‘clrtr.llt bjr R#.]nuiﬂs

in the National [Portrait Gallery . z : i Q%

Tue Last Scexe v rae Hogse or Loons,  Alter
the Painting by Copley in the Natienal
Gallery ¥ . . ; 5 . . - T |
Luorn Crataasm, Wax Effigy in Westminster
Abbey . : . . . ' i -} 7
iz



EERATUM.

Page 109, line 22, Jur “of heresy "
read *for heresy.™



CHATHAM

CHAPTER 1
EARLY LIFE

Pitt's birch and parentage - Ar Eton and Ozford—tiolds a
commiision in the Blugs—Enters Parllament—The
position of parties—Prtt joins the Opposition Whigs—
His early epesches —Deprived of his commisslon Dy
Walpole—Pitt's intimacy with the Prince of Wales.

“ R. PITT,” says Lord Shelburne in his

F Autobiography,  was a younger brother
of ne great family, as I believe the founder of
it was Governor Pitt, his grandiather, commonly
known by the name of Diamond Fitt, on account
of & vast large diarnond which he obtained I know
not how in the East Indies.”1 The quotation is
in the characterisiic manner of the very human
document from which it is taken, but justice to
our subject demands its amplification here. It

! Fitemanrlee's Skelfwrne, 1. 71
I



2 CHATHAM

was Governor Pitt, indeed, who conferred wealth,
and’ with it & mpasur: of celebrity, upen the
family. Bu., they fraced their origin farther
hack intc the past. The first anthentic date for
the foundation of thilr fortunes seems to be in
the reign of Elizabeth, when a certain John Pitt,
their progenitor, was Clerk of the Exchequer.
His son settled ut Blundford in 1662, and his
grandson was reclor of Blandford. The rector's
gon Thomas was Lhe “Diamond " Pitl above
referred to, who brought the family into promi-
nenee and gave them influence and means, His
virile and masterful persopality found scope in a
varicd career of commerce and administration in
the Indies, Beginning ns an #inledoping "' mer-
ﬂl]ﬁ]lt’ .I'";". I;H_'.I"::-lml: ﬁlm]]}? Guvtn r {]f h{ﬂ[‘lmﬂ ; .'-I.nd
in India he purchased the famouws Pitt diamond,
which he sold Lo the Begent Orleans in 1717,
rnal:i.ug [,m,ﬂmb]}r over £100,000 l.ljr the transaction,
At home he utilised his accumuolated riches
ai:mrding to the spirit of the times. He lmug'ht
among other property the borough of Old Sargm,
and himself sat in Parliament as its representative.
RRobert, hiz cldest son, marricd Harriet, sister of
the Irish Earl of Grandizom, and their second son
was William Pitt, the future Lord Chatham.

Pitt was borm on November 15, 1708, in the
parish of 5t. James's, Westminster. Little is
known of his parents, and singularly few details
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survive of his own boyhood and youth. Like
Walpole before him and Charles James Fox after
him, he went to Eton. George Lyttelton, with
whom he formed a close friendship, Henry Fox,
his political rival during the greater part of his
career, and Fielding were among his schoolfellows.
In after-years Pitt confided to Shelburne a re-
trospective view of Eton, which the latter em-
bodied in one of those mordant sentences that
make his portrait of Pitt, however palpably dis-
torted, the most readable of all the engrossing
passages in  his fragment of autobiography.
“ Mr. William Pitt,” Shelburne said, *was by all
accomnts a very singular character from the time
he went to Flon, where he was I'T‘.E?il..‘iﬂ.g‘lliﬂ]’l{:l’]’
and must have had a very early turn of obscrva-
tion, by his telling me, that his reason for pre-
ferring private to publick cdueation was, that he
scarce observed a boy who was not cowed for
life at Eton; that a publick school might suit a
boy of a turbulent disposition, but would not do
where there was any gentleness’”1 Whatever
may have been the effect of eighteenlh-century
Eton upon others, it can secarcely be said Lo have
cowed Pitl. Bul we may question whether his
early training exercised much formative influence
on a character thal was soon strongly marked
and exceptional. It may possibly have ae-
1 Fltzmaorice's E.iﬂ'hlrn;l F. 3.
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centuated, by repulsion rather than attraction,
certain traits which were always noticeable in
Pitt, but which in normal cases a public school
education is supposed te modify or eradicate,
An intense self-consclousness, a  lofty and
exasperating reserve, and an elaboration of
manner unusval even in the eighteenth century,
were characteristics that accompanied him
throughout his life.

From Eten Pitt went in 1727 to Trinity
College, Oxford, where by a curious irony of
clreumstance Lord North, who was to be the
chief agent in carrying out that ecoercive
American policy which Pitt spent his last years
in denouncing, followed him some twenty yeary
later. About Pitt's life at college the recornls
are unfortunately silent; and for the Oxford
period, as for that spent at Eton, we can in the
main only fall back upon comjecture. The chief
surviving trace of his induostry is the Latin poem
which he wrote in his second year on the occasion
of the death of George the First. Lord Macaulay
makes merry over it in the first of his two
celebrated essays on Chatham; but, though
conceived according to the spirit of the age in
strains of extravagant eulogy, and containing
one false quantity, which we may hope, with
Macaulay, was the error of his printer or
biographer rather than of himself, it is on the
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whale not perhaps quite so worthless as the
great historian would have us believe. But Pitt
never attained to a true appreciation of the
beauty of classical poetry. When he discusses
matters of schalarship and taste he is invariably
pedantic ; and though his letters to his nephew,
Lord Camelford, contain repeated exhaortations to
study Homer and Virgil, he fixes his attention
almost exclusively uwpon their moral aspect,
regarding them as essentially teachers of virtue.
History, ethics, and politics were subjects more
really eongenial to him. When he was himself
arranging for the education of his son William,
he expressed a special desire that Thucevdides
should be the first Greek book read by the latter
on going up to Cambridge. And long atter his
own studies were finished, in the late evening of
his life, his thoughts went back at a great crisis
to the Athenian who has been finely called *the
historian of our common humanity, the teacher
of abstract political wisdom,” and in one of his
American speeches he paid the first Congress at
P]:iln{]:]p]lia the 3l:||{:;r.|.{lid mrnp]imcnt of setting
it side by side with the statcsmen of antiquity
whom  Thucydides imperishably depicts! At
Oxford Pitt also imbibed the philosophy of
Locke, and with it the principles of Whiggism.
But his university career was mever carried to
L Fide p. 188,



