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REPORT.

—ge

In establisking a eollege on the ordinary busis, and with the
ordinary scope, there are few difficultics which carbest men anul
menlersie means will not readily svrmount.  The conrse required
ia simple and single: fhe equipment is compaet; mstructors are
readily found for every departiment; precedents at every point are
abundant.

But the work sommitted o the Trustees of the Cornell Univer-
sity is Tar barger, far move complicated,  In most cases it hos few
syailable precedents, in many it hes done,  The connniftes apon
organization, therefore, cammot hope to present s plan which shall
cover every point likely fo wekse in carrying on the institution
now 1o he commeneced; bub they hope Lo present a plan which
shall aid in setling the Uniscrsity jn operation, and {o snggest
idleas which will aid ik in developing bealthtully and Largely.

Taeory or g PLAY oF (ROANIZATION,

The theory on which the ecmunittes have based their plan is
that throwgrhoet the nationu] and State leslslation preparatory to
the establishment of the irstitution, and wlso throughont the ideas
of tho founder of the Coruell University, as explained to us by
himsalf, are two leading conviddions as to the educationa] nocds
of the eotnkry, wod {wo corresponding ideas us to meeting these
needs,

Each of these convictions, wnd its corresponding iden, is sepa-
rafe and distinet, yet ewcll s necessary to fhe other

The first. of these convietions g that there exists o necessity
never yel fully met, for thorough education in vavious specind
departments, and, amone them, the seience and practice of Agri-
culture, Industrinl Mechunive, snd kindred departments of thought
and action. The correaponding practical idea is that institutions
be founded where such instruelion can be conducted with every
appliance necessary in discovering truth and in diffusing truth;
that such instrucifon be not subordinated to any other; that the
agricultural and industrial professions be regarded 2 the peers of
every other; thab seeess to these depurtments be opened az widely
s possible, and progress in them be pushed as fur as possible.
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The second of these convictions iz that the syatem of collegiate
instruction now domirant leaves unsatisfied the wants of a very
large number, and perhaps the majority of these who desire an
advanced general edueation; that althoneh there are great num-
hers of noble men dUi‘l‘lg nable work in the existing system, it has
dovated ite strength and machinery mainly to & single combination
of studies, into which eomparatively few enter heartily; that where
more latitude in study has heen provided for, all ecourses outside
the single traditional eourds have Been comsidered to imply a
lower caste in those taking them; that the higher goneral edueca-
tion has therefore Tost its hold apon the majority of the trusted
leaders of society, that it has therefore become under-estinutod
and distrusted by aomajorily of the people at large, ad that there-
fore it is neglected by a majority of our young men of enerey
sl shility.

The corvosponding practical idea is that colleged of wider seope
be founded; that no single eourse be insisted upon for all alike;
that various combinations of studies be provided to mect various
minds aml ditferent plans; thos presenting nogenerad eourse to
meet thal gereral woeed which existing volleges fail Lo satisfy,

Fuspadeyntal 1PLav orF Lsstnnorion.

The Iuhor imposed apon us thew is two-Told.

Fipst, wo are to make provision [or sperind cowrges—specinl
instroetion in the depurtnents of geviculiuee, mechanic arts, &

Secondfy, wo are fo provide a geneeed conrge—a peneral course
in which sueh instroefion wmd cultare e alorded as shall be do-
manduad by the youte men who coms to group themselves in the
different specin? courses.

Even if it should be elnimed that the whols effort of the trus.
tees ought to be devoted o agreiculture and the meechanic arls
alone; even if wo wers fo construe away the plain words of the
original aet of Congress, which speaks of *other scientific and
elussieal branchos ™ ns part of the nhject of the govermment geant
of landa, still the oftaepeated decloration of eur founder that he
owishes to make such provision that every poraon can find oppor-
tunity here to pursue any study he desives,” would be our aufli-
elent warrant in using st least his manificent gift in supplementing
the special Instruction with general instruction, and ronnding it
ouf into the proporvtions of an univeraity.

Aguin, even were wo o found merely teclmiea] schools, siving



ingtruction mevely in speolat dopariments, the committee helicve
that wo should be very soon obliged to supplement these special
courses with a general course.  Cominon sense, as well as general
experience teaches that there must be zome vaviation in mentasl
lubor,  With rore exceptions, any man whe pursues one seicnco
or art glone, devoting his thind entirely to that, thoagh he may at
first progress eapidly, soon shows that sneh progress is not normal,
It is yery firmly believed that the grest majority of men who
wish i attain a high place in iy science or art, can rise hizgher,
even in thut, by enlieging the mind by some parallel studies,
than by narrowicg the mind constanily to thelr single puesuit.
Such eontracted study gives laellily wd aceuracy, hut it is too
often futal to the qualities which sosiere cmineuee,

Your eommittes sse theretule of the opivion that there should
bo two great divisions of M universily.

The first division shoald comprice the separale deparlments
devoted each tn a specin] seience and arl.  The secomd division
should comprise the department of Scienee, Liternture and the
Artg in general. '

In pecordunce with this division Is preseuted the following plan:

Ultl"r.’l.‘clx.\'l'lo:: o INSTETTCTION.

L Diviglon of Speciad Selences mmul Aits,
Trepartment of Agriculte,
Do partment of Mechauic Auis,
Deprertment of Civil Eogineeing.,
Drepurtment of Commeres and Trade.
Depurtment of Mining.
Department of Medicine and Surgery,
. Depurtment of Taw.
. Department of Jurispriddence, Politieal Scienee and History.
9. Department of Taluestion,

Bolfa Boui
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IT, Dliedalon of Sefence, Liferalure il the Bete i General.
1sh General Course.
2d Geperal Coavse.
Al General Course,

4, Seientific Course.

H. Optional Course,

The character of each of the departments named in the fiest
diviston fa in the mais, safficiently explained by its title.  Details

53 b
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of courses of instruction in each cannot well e arranged until the
trustees shall have consulted with the faeulty, and it is recom.
mended that at perieds previons to the commencementi of active
instroetion, the Aeulemic Senate be reguested Lo convene for the
purpose of discussing this subjeet and presenting plans,

But there is one department, regarding which, perliaps, some
explanation is veeded herve © fhe departieent of Jwresprudence—
Lolitical and Social Science, and Flatory.

We believe thut alihough there will be some attention to these
sahjects in the goneral course, there is need of a separate depart-
ment devoted Looa stady of them, wider aml decper, We
believe too, that such a depariment shiould e established so soom
a8 we approximate a full corps of profoesors.

In varivns counections witl institubions of learning, sl in
varions public epgploywents, the committee bave been convineed;

First—That grent numbers of the must active young men kong
for such a depariment, would work vigovously in il, aud would
gecule good disciplite by It and that these yonwy men are many
of them not atiracted to the existing colleges.

Secondly.—¥Wo Leliove that the State and natlon are colslautly
injured by their chosen servants, whe lack the simplest rodiments
of knowladge which such o depurtment could supply.  No vue
can stand in any legistative positien and mol be struck with the
frequent wanl in men olherwise stvang atd keen, of the simplest
knowledge of principles csgential to pulilic welfure,  OF teehnical
knowledge of law, and of proclical acquaintance with husiness,
the supply is always plentiful, but il s very common that in
deciding great public gunestions, exploded errovs in politieal and
social seience are revamped, fuudamental privciples of lew disree-
garded, and the plainest teachinges of bistory tonoved,

In any republie, and cspecially in this, the most frequent ambi-
tion among yvoung men will be to rise to posiltons in the public
service, and the commitiee think it well st leust to oifengd to
provide a department in view of the wants of these; o depart
ment where there should be aomething more than a mere ghince
over one or two suporseded text books-—where there 3}101:]_[(1 he
large and hearty study and comparison of the views and methods
of Guizot, snd Mill, and Licber, and Wuelsey, and Bastial, and
Carey, and Muyie, and others.

There are among you, gentlemen of the bonrd of trustees,
representatives of every walle i life, of every inmportant profes.
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sion, of cvery party. There are among you, representatives of
the highest siafo and national ewmployments, and we sppeal to you
for corrohoration of the statoment, that whatever may be the
opinion of eloistered moen, the optnlon of men active in the world
at lavge, is decided, thal there is a grest hranch of instruction
here, for which the existing colleges make po adeguate provision,

Tt may be said thar the petion of eolleges s to rive diseipline,
that knowledoe is subordioate. We auswer thet they should give
both, and that as ¢ rufle, the aitempt o give menfal diselpline by
studies which the mind does not destie, ds o8 wineise us fo atlempt
to give physical wourishiment by food which the body doss not desire.
Discipiine eomes not by studics which are = droned over

Aguin, we Dbeliove that the knowledge given, is fir more
important than wany would have ns think.  The main stock in
political eeonomy and history of most of eur educated poblic men,
is what they learned Defore they siudied for their professions.
Many an absaedity noeovrected ab coliege has been weoueht into
the constitutiona wnd statutes of our great commonwealils, wnd
when we consider that constitution making for new states and old,
is 1o be the great work in this country, of thiz and succeeding
generations, surely, we do well to attempt maore thorongh instrne-
tion of those on whom the work & likely to ffl.

One other depurtment, needs, perhaps o few words of explan-
ation—ilut of Commeree and Trade, Threughout the country
have sprong up achools knowe as ¢ commercial colleges.”  The
nunther of persons allending them is such as to show that they
meet a want widely felt, and the idea hins snggestod itself that at
some futtire duy it might be well to try the experiment of a
department nnder the above natoe, in which a more thorough and
large instruetion could be givem, than in those at present so
numerous. Anything which will bring some university culture
to bear upon those preparing to tead in commerce and trade, will
be a henefit to the country. How far it can be done your com-
mittes will not venture to say. At least one great European uui-
versity has kept up o course of this sort for many years,

In the sscond devision, il is neeessary to give a more detailed
explanation of courses, and ideas upon which the courses are
hased.

The * First General Course” comprises a combination of studies
maiuly like the elassical course at the existing colleges,

The * Segond General Couerse,” comprises a combination of



