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THE ANCIENT WRECK.

CHAPTER I

InreovverorY Birrch. — Rewmovar or rER Hirwe to Bostow. —
Cosuuwigatiosr FeoM Messas, Dotoyer axp Sizmbek, —
Syarexent or b J. Lawwooz, B, — Mopen asp Deaoosr.

OE wreck of the Sparrow-Hawk, which waz dis-
covered In L8685, may be juatly regarded e ooe of
the greatest curiosities of the age. Thia ship sailed from
England for Virginia, in the fall of 1626, with 8 large
number of emigrante, After a long passage, she went
mshore on Cape Cod, and was there finally wrecked in
a place then known a: Potanumagout Harbor. Do
taila of her paseags wnd loss, and the subsequent
career of her passengers, bave beem preserved by
contemporary historiane, from whom we shall make
brief extracts in the course of this work.

From the several local histories of the Cape, the
posthomous edition of Thoreau’s work, and an impor-
tant note from Professor Apasgiz, the public have been
made aware of the cootinwous geological chunges of
that remarkable mags of drift, which we denominate
% Qape Uod.” Tho etatements of these various authors
sre singularly elucidated and confirmed by the history
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of “The Ancient Wreck." The preservation and dis-
govery of the Bparrow-Hawk pregent facts of startling
infarest to all, — but especially to those who are
wequainted with the winuihe of carly colonial history,
They have in mind, and can readily recall with us, the
condition of the passengers, and the fate of their crafk,

Bexjamiw Deew, Eaq, of Chelzea, formarly of Ply-
mouth, Mass., who had the good fortune to see tha
wreck upon the beach at Orleans, before its removal,
presents us with the following remarks, which we here
ingert as a snitable preface to the historical detatls:—

As I stood wpon the shore, eurveying with my friend*
the remaing of the vessel which crozsed the ocean two
hundred and forty years ago, Imagination brought
vividly beferc me the peenes of that ewrly vorage, the
wrecking of the ship, and the prouvidential oscape of
the pasacngars and crew. T'wo buodred and foriy
years! yes, nearly that long period had elapsed from
the time of s protracted and uceuccessfsl battling
with the elements, and ils subsequent submergence in
these sands of Namset: and do-day the sem, recovering
the dominion it so long ago yielded to the land, has
discloged to us the hull in all ifs fair proportions and
aymmetry a8 it glided into the water from the builder’s
hand, in the reign of James the First.

The deep human symputhy which attaches to every
scene where men have fought or suffered, — which
treasurcs every relc’ of the times of the Pilgrims,

= Dr. B. F. Seapury, of Orleass, who made the mensorements for
the first drawings.
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invests this ancient wreek with a deep and abiding
intereat. As we behold it, we seem to see Mr, Fells,
Mr. Sibale, and the “many passengers"” casting anxious
eyesd to the west; for it is stormy weather, and the sea
is rough, and they have been six weeks afloat, *and
have no water, nor beere, nor any woode left;” and
there s Captain Johoeton #eick and lame of yo
soarvie,” 8o he can # but lye in his cabin dore and give
direction;” and wa observe that the passengers are
“mad for land,” and go throogh ©fear and mnraliness,”
compel the mariners £io slear a ecurge betweene ye
ponthwest and porwest, that they might fall in with
gome land, what socvor it was, caring not” And we
recall, too, the wild sceme, when in the might they
gratcd on tho bar of an onknown shore: the morning
digiress, when their cable parted apd they beat over
the shoal, — their joy ai drifling safely on a beach
with only the souking of their cargo, — for they now
digcover that a plank bas started, and thui the oskom
has left the seamn, 'We listen with them to the strange
voices of the red mon; nor do wo wonder that they
#ptand on their guard :" but hark! these red men talk
Englizh, and they tell of “New Plymouth ™ and @ ye
Gdvernor.t 8¢ Mr, Fell and My, Bibsle sit in tho
cabin here, —this same cabin! —and write to the
Governor; anon that worthy personage crosses the
bay, bringing spikes and materizgl for repaire; he steps
on board, and gives his advice in the premises. They
get a supply of corn, and repair their ship, intending
once more to make sail for Virginin; surely they will

find it this tima! Before, ¥ they had lost themselves at
1*
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sea;"” bui mow they will take o new departure, and will
soon reach the lund of their hopes. Not yet, my
worthy friends, — your tight, ¥ serviceable” craff, now
afloat, must be driven upon the castern side of the
inner harbor, and hopalessly wrecked; yon mmat so-
journ with the Pilgrims ; and the Sparrow-Hawk, piving
a name to *(d Bhip Harbor,” must lie for centiuries -
onder the sand and under the sslt-marsh; sucoessive
generations of Doaneg shall pwiog the scythe, and toss
the hay, over her forgotten grave; buk in due time,
when these rocky, wooded islenda, shall have sunk

# Heneath the trampling sarge,
In bods of sparkling sand,™

your ship ehall stand revealed apain,-—timbers and
planks all soond, the *pooome” vanished from her
seams, and “yo spikes " and all other iron dizsclved
away; but we shall find your old sandals, and the beef
and motton bones which you picked when you bade
your vessel a last pood-by; and we shall feel a kindred
patisfaction io relighting the long-extinguished fires in
these venerable ichacoo-pipes which yon forgot to take
awny; and we shall send your rudder for a while to
the Exchange in State Street; and that, and all the
“timbers and planks which you feel so sorry to leave, we
ghall, — Mr. Fells, and Mr. Bibsie, and Capt. Johneton, by
your leave, —remove o a dry loeality, and there, at our
leisure, explore the privacy of your ¢abin, and listen to
your conversation with Bamozet and Governor Bradford.
If the *Advance,” which was shut in by Arctic ice,
and abandoned by Elishe Kent Kane, should some day




