THE LIFE AND TIMES
OF HUGH MILLER



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649632909

The Life and Times of Hugh Miller by Thomas N. Brown

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THOMAS N. BROWN

THE LIFE AND TIMES
OF HUGH MILLER

ﬁTrieste






THE

LIFE AND TIMES

HUGH MILLER.

BY THOMAS N. BROWN.

=8 pur both laft the kindling sky,
A Tuyaly nortlern lighi:
Dlamy o pilsaet is on Ligls,
Bk thak Lolh loll tha nighe"

NEW YORK:
Rvep & Carzeroxw, 130 Grawp Srtresr,
(sRooKs RUILOLNG, COR. OF DROADWAY.)

MDCCCLX.



Contents.,

Introductory, . . . . i 4 1
. Ancesrry and Harly Llﬁ:_.. . i ; i S E
2. The Tame®s und Grammar Schoals, ; . 2B

3. The Quarry, . : . 5 b * . 4z
4. The lothr, . g . . . . . O3
5. Bdinbprgh, . i . . . é .7
6. Chrstiznity, . . . f Pt « 03
7. Poctry and a Patron, ] i . i . 1of
8. Church and Stare, . . . § . 124
. Mor-Intrasion, . ¥ . . E - 153

1o, The Witness, . . . . . = . 104
11. Popular Disteast, . . . . R 1
12, ‘State Curpenters, . . - . . . 193
13, The Disreplion, ¥ s . N . o zo8
t4, A Retrospect, . . . . . .. o 22§
15, TTern Worship, i f i 3 - .« Z4z

16, Fdpeation, i ' - . . . zb6G
t7. Meodern Light Lllemture, . . . . . 288
18, Science, | W = " ¥ “ . o F1Z

tg. Death, . . . . . . . . 329
Appendix, . X P . < 343






INTRODUCTORY.

Ir is somewhere said by Goldsmith, that the life of a
literary man saldom ahonnds with sdveatwre.  Ils
fame is acqnived in solitude; and the historian, who
only visws him from = distanes, must be content with
a dry detail of mctions by which he i hardly distin-
gnighed from the rest of mankind. Theugh unbodying
a general troth, the obhservation we have guoted docs
not exactly smm up the life wo have chosen to illustrate,
Tis even temor was, indeed, not much distorbed by ad-
vendirs, tmb 6 can searcely be sald of Hugh Milter
hig Bame was acquired in solitude, or that his actions
were not in o very marked degiee distinguished from
the actions of tha mass of mankind, On the contrary,
the more closely his life and writings sre seanmed, the
more clearly will Heotchmen hegin to discover that,
amongst: the men of genius these latter times bave pro-
duced, Hugh Miller iz Scotland’s representative man,

This statement is made with a foll appreciation of its
1



2 Introductory.

import, and with a pefect knowledge that names will
instantly rise in many minds, disputing the pedestal on
whiel weo seek to place the Cromarly stone-mason, It
may, therefore, be well the reader shonld distinetly
understand that, in elaiming for TTogh Miller this ropra-
pentlative chargetor, no comparison is ingtituted, and no
superiority is asserted fie kim over such men as Burne
and Seott, ciber of whom may be suppodsed, by a
large olass of admirers, o possess superior claims to the
position we ok Lo assign the Iate editor of the Witness.
Tt may even be acknowlodged that, in native intelleetusl
foree, Seott and Bums equallod—oay, in certain speeial
mental atbributes, cxeelled—llngh Miller ; while yet it i
asserted, that neither so fully guthersd up into hinsel?
the ideas, sentiments, aud passions, that wack the repre-
senfalive man,

Notwithetanding his geniality and breadth of character,
Sir Walter Seott was rather a relie of feudalism than a
representalive of modemn times. Witheut the conscious
snd pronouneed loathing of (he present, everywhere to
Tre met with in the writings of another great commtrymau,
Heott turned instinetively to the golden plories of the
past—-hig wpirit revelled in the jousts and tournameonia
of the age of chivaley ;3 but for all that had been done
in Seotland subsequent to the Reformation evs he had
iittle sympathy, and certainly no enthusiasm, It was
this chnsm of centaries—lying a great gulf between Siv
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Walter and the ideas and sontimonts of his eonntrymen
—whieh, thongh eolonred with the exaggeration of con-
troversy, gave a lone of frnth Lo the elder M*Cric's asser-
tiow, that Dis charusters were for tho most park mos-
teoopers awd  Border relvers, rather than genuinely
Séottish. The laureate of chivalry fillen upon an age
from which chivaler was gone—whelmed in the wide-
weltering chaos ¥French democracy had croated—Seolis
mission was to gather up thet minetrelsy of the Beottish
Border, and in (hosa wedrieal and prose romances with
which hig name i3 now g0 indissolobly and o glovionely
associnted—the imaga of the vanished age—hequeathing
to dernocracy a mirror in which i might cvermors hehold
a fuithfal porteait of the glovies 1aid in the dust in it
march to oniversal dominion, That mission accomplished
—the litarature of ehivalry earried to the ends of the
enrth—Seoti’s work was dowe.  * No sky-hovrn messen-
gor, heaven looking through his eyes,” was the Lord of
Abbotsloed ; and no veiee from the eelestial Tand did
the Hterary Vandyke of o domi-savage ago Ining near to
the children of men. A couple of tivial and seemingly
unimporisnt fets brought together, will better illnstrate
the antithesis, on the spiritual side, betweom the characters
of Boott and Miller than 2 whele chaptor of dissertation.
It we tesollect arigh, it iz the Estrick Shephord who
relates how charmed Seott had been with the conversa.
tion of an intelligent mechanic, whose acquaintance he
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had made on the lands of Abbotaford ; but on discover
ing that this intelligent operative, from whose converse
he had eujoyed so much delight thronglowl the week,
was & Baptist preacher on Bablath, Scott never spoke
with him more. Hagh Miller, in his “Scones and Togends
of the North of Scotland” (his fivet prose work), has not
gerupled to prezent his renders with one of the finest
illnstrations of nnostentations Cledstion plilanthropy, in
the person of an himble Baptiss shoemaker,

Burns did embody ot onee in his intwitions and
ideas—very distinetly embody—the spirit of the age, In
certain of Jta aepects ; he had, ndeed, sn affestion e
the antique, but the dead past did not, a8 in the case of
Boott, swallow up bis sympatbies for the living present.
What, then, wos necessary to complete his representative
character? assmredly neithar native fovee nor establishad
and ATustve fame,  The faremost man of all hiz thme,
afler ganging his intelleofmal capacity, pronommend him
fitted to exeel in whatever walle of wmbition he had
chosen Lo evert his facultica, And in our day we ave
witoeszeg of what eould searcely huva been predicted in
his own, the veiee that first rose in lowly eadence in
that “anld elay biggin' by the banke o boony Doon,™
is now “heard om every wave, and sounds on every
sea  Yet, despite his snperior endowments and pres
omingnt fama, thove is s fatal flaw in the character of
Eunrng which prevents us assigning him the position we



