LE
CACHET ROUGE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649322909

Le Cachet rouge by D. C. Heath

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



D. C. HEATH

LE
CACHET ROUGE

ﬁTrieste






KL3296

Coppwiphs, TROG,
By -D. C. LfgaTir AKD Co.

—



PREFACE.

—_— - —

As the tendency in our schools and colleges is to
begin reading early in the course, and to read a great
deal during the first year, this text has been fully
provided with explanatory, historical, and grammati-
cal notes. The purpose has been to encourape the
student by explaining the most difficult expressions,
and to endeavor to give him an interest in the work
by helping him to understand everything pertaining
to the history and customs of the epoch to which the
story refers,

The most difficult rules of grammar are explained
in the notes, as it is believed that it is important to
call the attention of the stedent to rules which he may
not yet have fully understood, since the text is in-
tended to follow immediately such reading as is con-
tained in the best elementary French Readers, The
student, in preparing his lesson, sees the application
and explanation of grammar rules, and will better
understand the references which the teacher makes
to those rules.
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A few points about histerical grammar have been
introduced, as the great importance of the scientific
teaching of languages is recognized by all.

This new text is presented to American students
with the hope that the rapid reading of a gem in
French literature will give them zeal and enthusiasm
for the study of a language which has in store for
them so many great works.

The edilor desires to express his thanks to Prof.
E. 5. Joynes for valuable suggestions.

ALCEE FORTIER.

Torawg URIVERSITY oF LouTeiama,
Aueust 1, 1Boa,
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INTRODUCTION.

LFRED DE VIGNY? was born at Loches, in Tow
taine, in 1799, and died in 1863, He pelonged to

a family of soldiers, and, full of military arder, he joined
the army in 1815, at the fall of Napolean.  Ilis passion for

- war, however, was never satizfied ; for, owing to the peace-

ful years of the Restoration, he was pever eogaged inoaz
batile,  Fle began to write 10 relieve the monotony of camp
life, and prodoced works which have placed him among
the greatest writers of this century.

Az a poet Alfred de Vigny ranks immediately after Lamar-
tine, Hugo, and Musset. His style is cminently chaste,
clegant, and correct. Tt does not lack in inspiration, and
iz often sublime, especially when the anthor expresses some
wleas which are in accord with his melancholy disposition.
Lo, the best known of his poems, is really charming.

De Vigny wrote a long and interesting historical novel,
Cing-Mars ; several dramas, of which the best is Chatterion ;
Stello, a romantic biography of three unhappy peets; and
Servitude of Grandeur Militaires. Lawrette ou I Cachet

1 For a full account of Alfeed da Vigny's life and writings, see my Sepe
Cramay Awlears du X[Xe Sibole, I C. Heath & Co., Boston, 188
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Rouge is an episode of the latter work., The aim of the
author was to extol the heroism of the soldier, to show his
sell-devotion, his patience, his kindness of heart, and at the
same time, to call the attention of gociety to the injustice
done the soldier in modern warfare. He s obliged to
obey blindly; and, like the old Commandant in le Cacket
feouge, he sacribices all his foclings as a man to what he
considers his duty. The soldier is the personiiication of
Abdnegaifion, and what i5 left to him afier a long career?
Iionor, says the noble soul of Alfred de Yigoy. Tt is this
elevated sentiment which pervades every page of f Cacke?
Rouge, and makes this short work onc of the most nspinng
that vne can read. The narralive is interesting, and the
story is surely most graccful.  Although very pathetic, it
leaves mo sad impression, as one feels, on reading such a
book, that the personages presented to us did not Live and
die in vain, They have made us see that, in spite of appar-
ent failure, life has still some compensation for him who,
like the ofd Commandans, is guided throughout by Diudy
and Homor, . .



