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INTRODUCTION.

Tk following Dibliographical List was cne of the very fimt works
unndertaken for the nse of the English Dialect Society, as it was vvident
from the beginning that the first step to be taken was to ascertain how
mich had been already accomplished towards the work whick we hope
one day to complete, Tt was at first intended to issue a rongh list
which might serve az a guide to workers, but so many additions ware
made from time to time by various contributars that it seemed possible to
make guch a list s, withont pretension to be considered az exhaustive,
ghould at any rate contain the names of all the more hwportunt pub-
licaticng, Even then it appearad es il it wonld still be possille to
igaun the first 48 pages of the lst by the bepinning of 1874 ; and, with
this view, the fow words of preface printed at pp. 1 and 2 were written,
Tiut variows causes sericusly delayed the work (8= explaived in the
Leport for 15874), and have sfforded me an opportunity of prefixing »
fow further words by way of Introduction,

The lamonted death of Dr Bannister, asthor of the Glossary of
Cornish Wemes, deprived ne of such assistance ss he wonld ne doubt
chesrfully have rendered in arranging the names of the numerous books
relating to the Esglish dialect spoken in Cornwall ; and this was ooe
of the first cavses of delay, Deprived of Lis assistonce, I attemplod
writing out the list myself, but did vot feel very well satisfied with the
result when it sppeared in type. At this time the idea fortunately
oecurred to me of applying to Messrs Doase and Courtney, the authaors
of the Dibliothees Comubiensia, whe, with great kindunesa, entirely
ro-wrote the list ; and added, from their stores of knowledge, sevors]
interesting biographical notes concerning the authorm of the various
tales, pamplilets, &, ; and it ig sccordingly tting that I should take
thig opportunity of expressing to them my acknowledgments,

The history of the Cumberland Book-list is very wiwilar I this T



