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PREFACE.

STATE DEPARTMENT, MICHIGAN,

Secrerary's Orrick, ]_
Lansing, December 31, 1869,
'To Iis Excellency Heney P. Barpwix,
' Governor of Michigan:

Sik—1 have the honor herewith to submit the
second Annual Report from this Department, of
Births, Marriages, and Deaths.

This report iz for only a fractional part of the year
15868—from April 5th to December 31st—in accord-
ance with the amended law of last winter.

Hereatter, the year included in these reports, will
end December 31st, instead of the first Monday of
April, as under the former law, _

The value of these returns, if correctly made, and
the statisties compiled from them, can hardly be
over-estimated, and no lahor has been spared by this
Department to attain the end contemplated by the
law.

[t is gratifying to be able to compliment most of
the officials whose duty it is to colleet and return
the required information, upon the aceuracy and
promptness with which their work hax heen done.
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iv FREFACE.

It would be still more gratifying to be able to report
that all had performed their duty in this respect.

The cases of delinqueney are exceptional, however,
and doubtless are rather the result of a misappre-
hension of a new law than an intention to disregard
it. Ocecasional errors are unavoidable; but as the
several officers hecome familiar with this new duty,
we may expect more aceurate returns. I regret fo
report that in a few instanccs the returns of Mar-
riages are very imperfect; whether the result of ig-
norance of the law or an impression on the part of
the person solemmnizing the marriage that its require-
ments are unworthy of attention, I am unable to say.
A failure to make the proper certificate and return,
on the part of the person solemnizing the marriage,
may work great injury, not only to the parties mar-
ried, but to their posterity ; and it is to be regretted
that any one should presyme to disregard so impor-
tant a provision of the law,

Full instructions, and the necessary blanks are
furnished to County Clerks for distribution to Cler-
gymen and Justices of the Peace, and to them direct
from this office, on their requisition, and it would
seem that no reasonable excuse could be urged for
this neglect of duty.

I am indebted to Dr. George E. Ranney, repre-
senting the State Medical Society, for assistance in
preparing the report of Deaths, and for the intro-
ductory remarks upon diseases.

Very respectfully,
0. L. SPAULDING,
Secretary of State.






6 S5ECOND REGISTRATION REPORT.

31, 1868, inclusive, was thirty-six thonsuud three hundred
and seventy-seven (36,377), vig:

Nineteen thousand one hundred and seventy-one (19,171)
children were born, (excluding still-hirths) of which ten
thousand one hundred and thirty-three (10,138) were males,
nine thousaud and three (9,008) were females, and thirty-five
{85} sex mot given, showing nearly as many for & period less
than nine months as were returned for the entire previous
year.

Ten thousand nine hundred snd seventy (10,970} persous,
or five thonsand four hundred aud eighty-five (5,485) couples
were married.

The whole number of deaths retmrmed was six thomsand
three hundred and tweniy-six (6,326.)

The excess of births over deaths was 12,844,

DELINGUENT.

Mo returns have been received from Chippews, 1clta, Ke-
weenaw, Mackinaw and Maniton counfies. The fownship of
Pentwater, in Oceuns county; Ossineke, in Alpena; and Isa-
belly and Broomtield, in Isabella, were uwoil incloded in the
returng from their reepective countiee. The third and fonrth
wards of the cily of Ann Arbor were received too late for
compilation in this Report, The counties of Alcona, Benzie,
Charlevoix, Oseeoln and Wexford were orgunized nnder the
acts of the lust legislative session, Their returns are incloded
with those of the counties to which they had formerly been
attached.

The peried of time comprised in the present report being a
fruetional part of the year 1868, the returns to this office em-
braced the statistics of births, marriages, and deaths which
securred both prior snd subseguent to the time specified by
law. The work of compilation and classitication was thus
largely increased: 19,171 births were compiled, and 570 re-
jected; 5,485 murriages were compiled, and 1,420 rejected;
6,326 deaths were compiled, and 197 rejected, for the remson
above stated. .



BIRTHS.

Of the 19,171 children horn alive, 10,133 were males, 9,003
were females, and 35 sex not given. The parents of 10,010
children were born in the United Btates; the paventa of 6,527
children were born in foreign conntries; #48 children were
born of American fathers and foreign mothers; 1,384 children
were born of foreign fathers and American mothers; and the
nativity of the parents of 393 children waa not returned.

African end Indian~One hundred und fifty-two children
{82 males and 70 fomales) were born of Afriean parents, and
83 children (45 malez snd 40 femsler) were born of Indian
parcnis.

Twing—There were born 210 pairg of twins—420) children—
of which 219 were males, and 201 were femalea,

Triplets.—Three gets of triplets were born, 1 in Clinton
county, und 2 in Wayne county—9 children—4£ bovs and §
girls.

THegitimate—0One hondred snd four children—63 males
and 41 females—were returned as illegitimate.

Still-born.—Forty-six still-births are reported—=27 males, 17
females, and 2 sex not given. They are not used in the tables
of this report, except for classification. But 27 still-birthe
were returned for the first report, being a gain of 19 for this.
But 1t ig evident that the return of still-births is incomplete.
Magsachusetta, in 1867, returned 1,007 still-births to 33,062
living births,



