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Fn Memoviam,

General Lewis Cass.,
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Death of General Eass.

It is our melancholy doty to annonnee the
death of one of the most distinguished of
Amervican statesmen  amd  oldest residents of
Detroit, LEwis Cass, 1hs long life of useful-
ness and honor terminated on H!l!ul:l_‘r -
g, June 1Tth, abont foor o'clock, death smit-
ing him at the ripe age of cighty-three.  Few
men sueeeed in weaving their names with the
history of their age as intimately as he, and
fewer still leave to their ]rur'-Tt'I"ttj.' thes ]tl;_rm_'_}'
ol such an unblemished fame,  Inoall his
positions of responsibility, and in all the ex-
citement of aective politieal life, he preserved
intact a rare personal integrity, wd his remains
will e placed in the grave, followed hy the

unalloyved esteem of o nation, and amid the
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monrnings of an entire people. 1t i now our
sorrowlnl task to chronicle the chiel’ events
of the life that has ceased —events faniliar to
every student ol Amervican history.

Lewis (as3 was a native of New England,
having been horn at Fxeter, New Hampshire,
oi the Hth of Ocrober, 1782, His patriotism
was  hereditary — his father, Jonathan Cass,
having enlisted, at the age of nineteen, in the
ranks of the Continental Army, and served
through all the arduous eampaigns of  the
Revolation, attaining the position of Captain.
At this time, so great were the privations of
the family that his first-horn was cradled in a
common sap trongh, At the establishment of
peace, Captain Cass rveceived a commission in
the army as major; and was assigned to duty
under Wayne, in the territory norihwest of
the Ohio viver.  His fumily remained at Exeter
for some time, Lewis, his eldest son, attending
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the academy at that point, aud laving the
foundations of a  substantinl - edneation.  In
L7909 the family removed to Wilmington, Dela-
ware, where Major Cnss was temporarily sta-
tioned, and where Lewis, then hardly seventeen
years ol nirg, ubitained Ilw.{."llputillil i a0 tescher,
The native common sense of the father led
him to foresee the coming greatness of  the
Northwest, aud he accordingly  decided  that
hi= family shonld wid the development and
shave the destinies of that vigorous section.
soon their fuces were turned westward, and,
traveling  partly upon foot and  oceasionally
by boat, they reached Marietta, the pioneer
settlement of =outhern Ohio, in the month of
October, 1500, Major Cass soon removed to o
tract of lnd granted him by the Government
for his military services, situated on the Mus-
Kingum river, near the present site of the

town of Zanesville, and Lewis entered  upon
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the study of law  with Governor Meigs, af
Mavietta,  In 1803 he was admivted to the
bar, heing ot twenty years of age, and com-
menced his legal practice immediately at Zanes-
ville,  His abilities as a jurist and pleader
h']H.’E‘:lI“"I.' mznilestedl lht‘lm:-ur*|‘r{-.-~, il np for
lnm a luerative hosimess, and gave i oo wide-
spread reputation in the thinly settled district
north of the Ohio.  Becoming  established i
his profession. in 1806 Mr. Cass nmited  him-
self in marviage to o Virginia lady, named
Elizabeth Spencer, and in the winter of that
vear commmenced his publie life by taking his
seat a8 a member of the Ohio legislature, At
this moment Aaron Burr, guilty of Hamilion'’s
homicide, disappointed in his soaring ambition,
stained with detestable viees—a genins with-
ot principle, aud  the Lucifer of  American
statesmen —was emploving his hrilliant powers

in maturing that seditions scheme, whose extent
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and design are still clouded W uncertaingy,
aud  which  devived much of s importance
from  the sinister faome of its anthor,  The
young State of Ohio was one of the chief
theatres of his incipient operations.  Thisz im
]ml'!ilTH riﬂlrjl:lf.'l elicited several communications
from President Jeftorson 1o Governor Tiffin,
of Ohio, which were snbmitted by the latter
to the legislature in n special message at the
commencement of the sesston.  The matter
was referred to oo committee. of which M
Cass was o member, and he dreafted a hill
embodying  the most vigorous and  decisive
provisions for the prompt suppression of the
would-be treason, which was reported to the
legislature and passed by them. Under this
act measures were taken that resulted in the
summary breaking up of the Ohio branch of
the couspiracy. The legislature furthermore

adopted an eloquent and glowing address to




