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PREFACE.

HE most obvious peculiarity of this edition is, that it

has two sets of notes ; one mainly devoted to explain-
ine the text, and printed at the foot of the page; the other
mostly occupied with matiers of textual commnent and eriti-
cism; and printed at the end of each play. Of course the
purpose of this double annotation is, to suit the work, as far
as practicable, to the uses both of the general reader and of
the special student. Now, whatever of explanation general
readers may need, they naturalty prefer to have it directly
before them ; and in at least nine cases out of ten they will
pass over an obscure word or phrase or allusion without un-
derstanding it, rather than stay to look up the explanation
either in another volume or in another part of the same
volume. Often, too, in case the explanation be not directly
at hand, they will go elsewhere in quest of it, and then find,
after all, that the editor has left the matter unexplained ; so
that the search will be to no purpose ; whereas, with the plan
of foot-notes, they will commonly see at once how the matter
stands, and what they have to expect, and so will be spared
the labour and vexation of a [tuitless quest.

It scarce need be said that with special students the case
is very different. In studying such an author as Shake-
speare, these naturally expect to light upon many things for
the full discussion or elucidation of which they will have to
go heyond the page Lefore them; though [ believe even
these like to have the matter within convenient. reach and
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easy reference. At all events, they are, or well may be,
much less apt to get so intent on the author’s thought, and
s0 drawn onwards by the interest of the work, but that they
can rewlily pouse, and turn elsewhere, to study out such
points as may call, or seem to call, for particular investiga-
tion.  In fact, general readers, for the most part, pay little
or no attenton to the language of what they are reading,
and seldom if ever interrogate, or even think of, the words,
gave when the interest of the matter is choked or checked
by some strangeness or obscurity of expression; whereas
special students commonly are or should be carrying on a
silent process of verbal interrogation, even when the matter
is their chief concern : and as these are more sharp-sighted
and more on the look-out for verbal difficulties than the for-
mer, so they are less impatient of the pauses required for
out-of-the-way explanation.

This edition has been undertzken, and the plan of i
shaped, with a special view 1o meeting what is believed to
be a general woant, and what has indeed been repeatedly
urged as such within the last few vears. It has been said,
and, T think, justly said, that a need is widely felt of an
edition of Shakespeare, with such and so much of explana-
tory comnent as may suffice for the state of those unlearned
but sane-thoughted and earnest readers who have, or wish to
have, their tastes raized and set to a higher and heartier kind
of mental feeding than the literary amoke and chaff of the
time. 1 have known many bright and upward-looking
minds, — minds honestly craving to drink from the highes
and purer springs of intellectual power and beauty, — whe
were frank to own that it was a sin and a shame not to love
Shakespeare, but who could hardly, if at all, make that love
come free and natural to them,

To be plying such minds with arguments of duty, or with
thonghts of the good 1o be gained by standing through un-



