LETTERS FRAE' SAUNDERS
MCTAVISH TO HIS GUID-
BRITHER IN THE KINTRA



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649537907

Letters Frae' Saunders McTavish to His Guid-Brither in the Kintra by William Storrie

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM STORRIE

LETTERS FRAE' SAUNDERS
MCTAVISH TO HIS GUID-
BRITHER IN THE KINTRA

ﬁTrieste






LETTERS

RAR'

SAUNDERS McTAVISH

TO HIH

GUID-BRITHER IN THE EKINTRA

BY

Tae How. WILLIAM HTORRIE,
MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATIVE OOUNCIL
or

BOUTH AUSTRALIA,

PR PRIVATE QIRCULATION ORLY, .

GLABGOW:
WILLIAM CQOLLINS, BONS, & COMPANY.
1874,



PREFACE.

Tag following letters appeared some vears ago in the South
Auatralion Advertiser.

Begun mainly as a pastime, they attained a certain amount
of popularity which led to their being continued much
longer than had been originally intendad.

Although frequently requested to publish them for sale,
the author is aware that, from their local neturs, they muat
necessarily be devoid of gemeral intersst, and the present
publication is therefore for private cireulation enly,”

With the exception of the correction of & few errors, they
now appear exactly as originally printed.
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LEITERS FRAE SAUNDERS McTAVISH

™ His

GUID BRITHER IN THE KINTEA.
I

I—ANENT TEE GOURLAYH AN' ITHER THINGS
IN GENERAL.

WeEL! Jock, as ye've been aye speerin’ if the Gourlays'
enterteenment is a8 gude aa the papers mak' it oot to be, I
maun tell ye that it's & hantle better. I gaed to see them
last nicht, an’, man, it was the best three shulling' worth T
ever had in a' my lifa. To begin wi' the leddy : she's & fine
braw woman, wi' a sweet voice o' her ain, an’ a gude idea o
actin’, but I hadne’ heard twa three words afore T kent she
cam fran the south side o' the Tweed, though, for an English
leddy, she gi'es the Bcota no' that bad, an’ in a way that
waidna be deteckit by Englichers, and a gude mony Seotemen
s weal,

Bit to hear Gourlay himsel' wae a divert. It pit me in
mind o' auld times, and gart me think I was in the Gallow-
gate again,  Bowehoo, maist o' the Boots that come here
seem to be kin' o’ shamed «' their ain anld mither tongue, an’
when they has been here tws three vears, what wi' their
whummlin' the words i their mooths, an' trying to ca’ canmnily
ower the r's, yo can hardly tell what they're sayin'.
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But I'm in hopes that wi' the Gourlays' veesit the gude
auld toogue 1l come into vogue again, and we'll hee o' the
Englishers tryin’ to talk Bcots, an’ vera rickt tae, for it's far
in sdvance o' Eoglish, baith in soun' an' expression. I've nas
doot it was the language Adam and Eve vsed when they were
eoortin' ; an' my ain idea ¢’ & millenivm is, &' the folk wearin’
kilts, speakin’' gude braid Boots, dancin' reels an’ Hielan'
flings to the soon' o' the hagpipes, deinkin' the best Glenlivet
wi' maybe a wee drap green pinger wine for the leddies, and
then sitiin’ doon to a gude supper o' haggis, pease brose,
parritch, an' sheep's head kale, Pub talkin' o' sheep's heads
minds me I maun return to my muttons, as the Frenchic's
BLY.

‘Weel, Gourlay's & fine buirdly chiel wi' a gude open intelli-
gent ooontenanee, no’ unlike myssl’, but maybe no wi’ quite
miocen & sweet expreasion aboot the e's brocs. His mooth’s
no unlike my ain, an’ that was aye thocht to be ane o’ my
beat featurea. Od! but be's & handsome man ! An' to hear
him speak was a treat. He gi'es ye the true accent an' nae
mistak’. Man! T lauched till T maist brak’ the chair I was
pittin' on. An' it wes rich to see the Eoglishers when they
saw the Heotsman lanchin’ they be't to lauch as weel, though
the se hauf o them didoa’ ken what they were lanchin® at.
But this ghows the true power o the artist. An' bere I wad
abserve what & great advantage s Boot has, for he ean speak
an' write twa languages, an' the Eoglisher anna’ if ye exosp'
French an' German an’ sic’ foreign trash as is no worth men-
tiomin'. Tt's aye alloo't that the Beots speak finer sn' purer
English than the bodiss dae theirselle We dinna miss oo't
oor h'a an’ pit them in whaur they shudna’ be; we diona pit
s to the en’ ¢’ mic words as iden, umbrella, an® the like.
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We dinna pronoonce fellow s if it was writien felier, nor
law lor, an' we ken fine the differ a'tween v snd w, and
that's mair than thas dse. Beseides oor posts an' prose
writers can write gude Heots, an' the vers best o' English;
an' though T winne’ deny to the Bouthern bodies a certain
amount o command o' their ain language, yet I'll defy ye
to produce cny Englisher that ever waa clockit that could
either write or speak Seots Na, na, that's a cut sbune
them,

Weel, there's a callant ca'd Johnnie, that's a rale wee
conceit. Od! man, he can aing like & mavis, an' for actin’
he bates a'. He's an infant Roscdua An' the bit laddie
that plays the piawno, he's & fine actor tae, that lad, ax’ he
has & maist wonnerfu' fine touch. He can play &' the auld
Hoots airs that noo will ger your heart Iowp as licht o= &
lintie, sn’ syne maist gar ye greet, thinkin' o suld lang syne,
when ye were a wee bit bairnie sittin’ listenin' to the playin'
o' them whase fingera are noo still in desth, an’ whe hae
been lang gane * whanr the weary cease frae troublin'.”

T'm thinkin' it wad be a fine thing if the Captain o’ the
Heots Company wad tak &' his recruits o see the Gourlay's.
Nae doot, bein' sas mony o' them, they wad get in for half
price aa the schules dae, an' if they gmed in their kilts, wi’
their piper playin' afore them, it wad be a gran’ sicht. I'm
tell't there's Germans an’ Englishers in that Company, an'
it wad be weel if they wore learn't twa three words o the
langusge they're supposed to speak.  It's an unco thing that
they couldna’ get eneuch o' Beots Inddies to mak' up their
aum'er. There's only ae exercise whaur they're like to fail ;
an' that's gtennin’ st ease, for Tm fear’s the mosquitoes ‘Il no
let them. But if it ever comea to fechtin' they'll be a' richt,



