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PREFACE.

Tuaese * Notes on Syphilis® are reprinted from the
* Manchefter Medical and Surgical Reports’ I have
added sn Appendix contsining some separate articles
which are referred to in the body of the paper.






NOTES ON SBYPHILIS,

By E. NE33ENGERE BREADLEY.

4 Tdens are like coine ; they benr the impress of the age in which they nre stamped.”—
AvcEe, Hirkery of fhe Dociving of a Falurs Life.

Narrre anp Uwitr of TRE SyrEmumic Porson.—Byphilia ia
one of the great group of zymotie diseases which depends upon
the introduction into the cirenlation of living puison germs from
without, Thesc germs having ounce attnined an entrance into the
system, we have reasons for belicving, all behave much in the
same way; thus if is legitimate to infer that by catalysis they
degrade the chemical composition of the blood, snd, by a process
akin to agemogenesis, that they multiply, and eo take the place of
the corpuscular elements ecniained io the vessels,

All such poisous, unless directly lethal, pass through the stages
of ineressc, decresse, and glimination, the poison of syphilis only
differing from the poison of the other specifie fevers in ite great
duration, and in the fact that we possess druge which exercise an
appreciable influence over ite duration and eeverity.® Bearing in
mind the infinits differenec of eoil in which the poison may he
implanted, and tha variety of seed which is capabla of setting up
the eyphilitie fever, it will not he considered incredible that the
mauifestations of syphilis should differ ao widely as to range from
a mere local lesion of slight duration and little gravity, to a discase
which resists treatment and destroys life by a slow process of
blood poiscning and visceral degeneration.

This statement of course implies a belief in the essential unity
of the syphilitic poison, however widely it may differ in the
symptoms to which it gives rise; and as this belief is not generslly

* Hutchinaon in Reynolds’s * Sywtem of Medicing,” article @ Syphilis.”
A
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L
sdopted by the profession, it is necessary that I should state the
arguments in favour of such a creed.

In the first place we have the admiseion of the most experienced
observers that sores which, so far a8 our present means of obser-
vation go, must be considersd as soft, are occasionally followed
by constitutional symptoms; and again, that sores with every
feature of the true Infecting chanere arc not invariably followed
by sceondaries. Much evidence to this effect will be found in the
¢ Introduction to the Repert of the Commissien appointed by the
Secretary of State for War, and the Board of Admirelty, to inguire
into the Pathology snd Treatment of the Venereal Disease,” and
also in the various articliee * On the Nature of the Venereal
Poison,” by Dr. Morgan, published in the pages of the * Medical
Press and Cireular.™® _

In the second place, multiple adenopathy, which many observers
regard a8 more cortein evidence of infection than the character of
the initial lezion, does not always ocenr where aystemic poisoning
has taken place, Hasstrean mentiona 120 cases of syphilitic

® Thears are woch the samas sort of arguments And facts for establishing & guadruple
doctrine {n regard to the dineese pa thers are for sopporting the dualily of the poison;
mogh argument has indeed bess smployed to sstablish the theory that there are no
lesn than foor dintinet maledies comprehended onder the term ayphilis, each haring
apeoisl yymptoms and & differemt significanca.  Carmichesl of Daoblin has, perbeps,
atated this most clearly. Fip classifleation is px foTlows:—* 1st. The oleer withous
cellosity, raised edges, or phagedena, in fact, without any peculiar characters, and which
may, therefore, be sermed the wimple primsry veneres] vleer, produces the popular
ernption which ends in desquamakbiom, snd the same effect iy produced by & patchy
excoristion of the glans and prepuce in men, and of the labin and vagina io women, aod
also by a gomorrheen virnlenta, Fod The wleer with ralsed edges prodoces the pusinles
which terminele in small clesr coversd wilh #Afe crosts, and which Aeal from fheir
margins. 3rd. The phagedenic and sloughing uleets produce the pusiolar apots and
taherclen which terminate in nlcers covered with dhick eroste, which are actompanied
with phagedena, and which heal in generel from fheir centfre.  4ihly, and lastly. The
primary calloms wlcer or chancre is attended wich ihe well-known sesiy eruption, lepra
or prorianin”—Carmiches] on * Vanerssl Disonses,’ 2nd adit., p. 63, Bamerean writea
to mach the smoe effect, “La hewignité du chancre annonce les symptSomes comati-
tutionels peu graves; an maligoitd an contrairs da prévoir que le malade sern atteint de
symptimes constculifs d'une grands gravike, Apris les chancres indurds bénis sars
vienunent len éroptions syphilides bénigness sprés lea chanéres indurés phagédéuiques
surviennent les syphilides pustulenses graves, leg exostones mppirées, 168 nécroscy, les
carics.’"—Bapserean, p. 144, Thers is troth in all this, and mueh valogble informetion
it affords ta the practical surgeon in making his progoosis in any cass of spphilis whish
Ay pressnt itaelf,
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erythema where the initisl lesion was neither accompanied nor
followed by adenopathy. This, too, Mr. Berkeley Hill, a firm
dualist, admits, for epeaking of certain cases of syphilis, he aays,
“ This makes it probable thst the glands in a small number of
cases escape alteration *—(° Syphilia and Leesl Contagions Dis-
ordera,™ page 78). -

In the third place it is admitted that in ayphilised subjects,
inoculation with the matter of an infecting sore, or with the
secretion from a moist secondary, will occasionally produce an
ulcer, and that the inocnlated sore eo produced is invariably soft.
M. Rollet, writing on this suhject, says, * M. Ricord arriva 3 cette
conclusion, que le chanere indurd loreqo’on réussit & I'inoculer &
un sujet syphilitique se menifests ches ce dernier avecles caractéres
du chancre mou.”—(Rollet, ¢ Malndica Vénsrlennes,” page 665.)

In tha fourth place thereis the teatimony efforded by the experi-
ments which I have made upon the Jower animals, These expari-
ments mey be briefly summarised as follows:—In three different
cases, twice in guinca pigs, and onee in & kitten, I sncceeded in
producing an auto-inoculable, frealy suppurating, non-infecting
eoft chanere, by direct incculation from a hard sore. The matter
{or rather meferies, for thera war ne visible pus in the cases which
I selocted) was always token hefore cicatrization hed commenced,
and from subjccts in whorm there was well-marked multiple inguinal
adenopathy, and other evidcnees of constitntional infection. The
smbjocets of these experiments remained nnder observation for a
period of four montha. The resultent sore appeared in each case
within a week from the date of inoculation. Tn no case was it
followed by adenopathy or any other evidence of constitutional
infection., In each cese the gore was proved capable of anto-
inoeulation, and of implantation upon a third subject.®

* A paper detailing thene experiments was read at the Annoal Mesting of the Hritish
Medical Association heid at Flymouth this year.

Many other experimenta have becn made npon animals, and with different resnits.
The following cass appears to me bo be an instance of & aoft sore produced by inoculation
from infecting chaocres, It is, I believe, the oaly one on record, and it i right to add
that it is pot g0 considered by the experimenter himeell Exper. 10,—Cone di razza
Inglese fu inoculats con materia proveniente da wleers siflitico accompaguato da adeniti
inguinali specifici. Doe giorni dopo la plags & arroseta & poco seceroentl. In 13
glornl la pisga ui cicatrizzo, M cans fo omservato per 34 giornl. Reacliate woqpime.



