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Hail Poet, who for mortal men dost poar

Btrong wine of words that barn sod seiss tial scars,
Uravwn from thy bleeding besom's fisry coes,

And tempered with the bitier fount of vears |
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PREFACE.

THESE Chapters on Dante were originally composed
as Lectures. My sole purpose in writing them was to
make the study of Dante's works more easy to English
readers. To Iraticelli's invaluable edition of the Dizine
Comedy and minor works of Dante, and to his Life of
Dante, T am indebted for nearly all the material of
which 1 have availed myself. The Dean of 5t. Pauls
Lsmay was unknown to me, nor had Miss M. I\ Rossetti's
Shadere of Dante appeared, belore the composition of
the following pages. My debt to Mr D. G. Rossetti's
unigue work on Lhe farly fafian Pocts, and lo
IDr. Carlyle's Translation of the fuferne, will be acknow-
ledgzed in the notes. It remains to be mentioned that
the photograph which forms a [rontispiece to this
volume is taken from a mask of Dante's face given
to me by the late Mr. Kitkup of Florence.

Cliftorr, Fuly, 1872,
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