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Fﬂ-iST BOOK.

GENEBRAL REMARKS;
Division of Hhe Sulject.

4 Kow Joarn a parsble of the fig tree y whew his brauch ft yet tender, and put-
teth farth leavan, e know that sumooer 18 oigh.”

Iz seems to be the first duty of a historian to investigate the
canses of great revolutions; for an event which happenas at any
other, but itz due season, iz 2 miracle : we shonld consider it
88 o wonder, if the sun should rise one second before, or after
s appointed hour; or if any one wore to accomplish, in his
childhood, what is expected of him in his riper age. In like
menner, had the iliterate prophet produced the revolutioms
which he headed, the ontological argument for his faith, which
he constantly urged, would be lrrefutsble: we ghould be oblig-
ed to acknowledge hia doctrine as sbeolute truth, because it
was victorious. Im investigating, however, the origin of that
extraordinary phenomenon, the vietory of a false religionm,
we must scparate the causes of its rise in Arabia from those
of its propagation beyond the limits of that country., The

dreams of the ancient world to the knowledze of one im-
material God. This sublime truth, when it was pronouncedia
the Qordin, in the most forcible language, filled the ever-young
Arabs with irresistible enthusiasm ; and it would either have




2 GENERAL REMARKS.

led them to the Christian religion, and onited them with
their more advanced neighbours, or it would have ended in
barren deism, and thus become altogether sbortive, had it not
been checked, in its developement, by the superstitions of ita
undaunted advocate and the municipal interests of the Mak-
kians.! The better knowledge of the Crestor of all things
waa resolved, in its transit through the minds of the worship.
pers of the black stong, into the dnzeling colours of a local my-
thology, the growing deism of the contemporaries of Mohksm-
mad received & body, the idea became incarnate, snd their
philosophical specnlations were converted into a faith and ve-
ligion, distinct from other creeds, palpable, and national.

The canses of the diffusion of the Islim over the greater
part of the then civilized world, must he sought in the condition
of the respective countries, and in the relation of Arabis to
them: these will be explained after the history of the origin
of Mokammadanism hes been related. Butthe enquiry into
the circumstances, which forboded the rise of a pew religion
in Aralbia, and which gave it shape, sre so important, that the
suthor may be justified if he devotes 1o it the whole of the
firat book, the first chapter of which will contsin the history
of Mzkkah, from the foundation of that city to the time of
Mohammad, with particular reference ta its constitntion, which,
up to this moment, is the groundwork of the constitution of
Mo/smmadan states. In the second chapter the legendary
history of Makkah and of the ancestors of Mo/iammad will be
related, in order to relisve the picture of stubborn reality by
the charms of pious fictions, fo acquaint the rveader with the

1. ** When Mokameasd firat preached, the Qorayshites did not disbelieve him
bat they did not liks to give up their former religion. An soon, however, aa he
condemnad their idals, they opposed him.”  Zohry spud Wegldy, 47. 3.

* abii Juhl said : Mok speaks truth, and he never said & falsehood, but, if the
banil @ogavy, who enjoy already the offices of bearing the standnrd, of providing
the pilgriwe with water, end of keeping the keys of the Kn'bah, should also
ebtain prophetahip, what would remain for the other Qorayahitas 1" Kashebdf,
to-Sireh 6, 33.




EITORY OF MAKEAN, 3
bins of Molammadan writers, and te initiste him into the de-
tails of thg doctrine of the Arabic prophet. The sources of
the biography of MoAamroad will be paased in  yveview in the
third chapter. -

FIRST CHAPTER.
History of Makkak, and of the Ancestors of Mohammad.

In antiguity the commerce of the southeast coast of Afri-
ea, India, and the south aca with Egypt, Syria, and the
neighbouring countries, went through Aralde; in those times
to transport merchandize by lsnd was safer and even cheaper
than to expose it to the dangers of the sen longer than
was indispensable. ‘The principala of this commerce were the
Bsbeans. Their wealth is described in the most glowing col-
ours by Agutharchides (flowrisked 177 B. C.),* and it was
proverhial with the Romans* The few glimpses which we
obtain respecting Sheba and the Arshic commerce from
SBcripture, tend not only to confirm the statements of classi.
cal suthors ; but they giva to ita very high antiquity. About
the time of Christ the inhabitants of Petra seem to have sue-

(1.) ** There is ao natlon on earth g0 wealtly 44 the Gerrhei and Sabei, as being
the centre of all the commeree which pusses between Asis and Europe. These
are the nationa which huvs enriched the Syria of Ptolemy ; these are the nations
that farnish the most profitable sgencice to the iodustry of the Pbenicians, and s
warirty of sdvantages which are incalculable. They possess themselves of every
profusion of lugury in srticles of plate and sauipiove, in Guroiture of beds
{carpeta 1}, "ilz""* aid other houashold smbeilishiosnts, far superior to any thing
that is seen in Europa, Their expense of living rivals tha magnificence of prin. -
ces,'’ &c.  Bee Vincent, Periples p. 32

(2.} Horace says :—nec otte divitiis Arabwm liberrimn mote. Ep. L 7, 3.

Plenas autem Arabum domos.  Od, IE 12, 24,

Togi beatis nunc Arabum guais. Od. L. 29, 1.

See also O4. 111 24, 2. Bp. 1. 6, 4.
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far to the south.

In Yaman the inhebitanis were settled, and wealth and here-
ditary righte had their legitimate acope. Commeree could par-
chase its safety, and Government could enforce it. The same
was the case in Arabia Petrea: the inhabitants lived on agri-
culture, and the merchants were therolera; but in the Hijix
the natore of the soil gave to the nomades the npper hand,*
end the small forts,” which were erected along the mercantile
road for the comdurt of the cammvans, would have been in-
mfficicnt to gusrrantee their safety, had not mesns been
devised to reconcile the indomitable sons of the desert to their
own interests.

An Arabie historian® shows that the Bedonins ¢an only be
ruled by prophets; and it appears that the merchants of aati-
quity tsmed their sawoge neiphbonys in Arahia, 2a else-
where, by religion : by making their fairs places of pilgrimage.
The valley in which Mokkah now stands, was, in the fourth
century after Christ, a sacred forest:* it was called the Ha-
ram,” and was shout thirty seven miles in circumference.t
The weak found an asyluin in it, though they might be
loaded with guilt, bot it was not lawful fo inhabit it or to
carry on commeree within ite Imits? The religious eere-

{1.}* loceluut eam {Arabinm) primi post Syroa Judeos homines agricaltores ;
poat hos rogio est arencsa et aterilis cam Arabes scenit: lorum p brabi-
tant."” Erstouth. spud Strab. p. 728, Durckharde says, thel the steppes, sonth
of Syria, bear to this day traces of former cultivation,

(2.} Ther are menttoned by Strabo ; and it is said in the QGoréin of the *Kdites,
* Do you build on every eminence a atrang plees '

(3.) Ibn Khaldin devotes o separata chapter of his Prolegormena to this subject,

(4.) The chronology is approximetiva.  The fact thet Makkeh is of so recent
# duts is established by some passagen in the sppendiz snd by the sequel of the
story. Wigidy says, the valloy in which Makkak now stands was, previeus to
@ogayy, covered wich salam aod thorn trees,
= {53 Pliny 6, B2, calls it Cheromei.

6.} Tbn Kbordddnah ; bot Pasy doulds the exactness of thie computstion.

E:l‘_} This prohibition was In order that the sacred tervitory might not be dess-
crated by janibah (emissio peminia). Pisy.

(8.) Phsy—Modammad gave permission to trade even during the pilgrimage.
Qordn 2, 194. L
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monies, performed in the Haram, were & link between several
tribes of the Hijfiz, whom we will for the present eall coliec-
tively the Haramites. The Barbarians, whom in the fastnesses
of their deserts no human law could have restricted, submitted
to religion : they abstained from war during four months of
the year: the two last and the first and the seventh month.
On the first day of the seventh month they assembled peace-
ghly at the fair of "Okdts," the Olympus of the Hijiz ; where
they met several tribes not belonging to their confederation ;
they exchanged or ransomed their prisomers, they subnmit-
ted their disputes to arbitration, recited their poems, ex-
tolled the nobhility of their tribes, and vaunted the valour of
their heroes. It was in this fair that Qlose preached the unity
of God, hefore Moksmmed assumed his prophetic office, and
made a great impreswion on his juvenile mind, Abount the
twentieth of the same month they proceeded to another fair
which was held at Majannak,* and on the first of the following
month they assembled at the fair of Majdz,” from which they
went, after ten days, into the sacred territory to perform the
rites of religion.* The ceremenies performed on this occasion

(1) "Oléts ia oma day's journey beyood Qeran sl Mandsii (the sneient Ch-
mna} on the rosd ta Can'd in the district of Tiyif, snd pos post from that clty.
It wan the market place of the Gays "Aylin end the Thagyf teibes, and bt was ol-
tented in the territory of the Wape tribe.  Thess fhirs ware discontinued doring
the second century of the Hijrah. Azraqy epud Fiey cap, 40.—Other suthors
give to "Okitz s somewhat diffarent position.  Conf, Mes"idy [. p. 138,

(2.} Mejannsh was the merket place of the Kinfnab, it was sitonted is their
territory one post below Maokkah., Azragy apod Fésy.

(3.} Majéz wan the markat ptace of the Hodezyl tribe, one farsang south of
wmennt ‘Arafat near Kablab, { Azragy 10id.}

(4.} Qalgasbandy mentions severl other markets : ** Or the first of Reby' &
the Arabs from near and far assembled st Démat sl Jandal [ Dawmat, it is suid in
& gloss to W fqidy, Is a different place). Okaydar took the costems from them, but
nmetimes the Kalbites made themselves masters of the merket. It lasted to the
end of the month. Then they went to Hajar (lu Yambwah) whern ther pabd
the customa to Mondzir or the Shapkh of the beni "sbd Allas b, Dirim ; then
they went to 'Omén in Babrayn {sic), then to Iram snd the towns of Shidr,
then to" Aden, where they bought perfome, and From thencs to Rébyyah in Hadh-
Tamuwt ; some omitted this fair, and procesded ut once to £fan’d, where they
bonght arme, stripsd cloths and leather.  Thess articlas were brooght into market

the bant Mla’ éfir, (The ma' éfir clotha are colebrated). Then they went to
"Okétz.”" Thisis sn excellent outline of the mercantile rosds.
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were nearly the same as those through which now the Musul-
man pilgrims go. To us they appear unmesning and dull;
but they have afforded ammusement and edification so many
centuries to so many millions of men that we should not be
justified in passing an opinion. Shebrastiny informs us that
there was an opinion prevalent amemg the Arabs, that the
walking ronnd the Ke'bah and cther ceremonies were symbeolic
of the motion of the plancts and of other astronomical facts.'
Ambition is the most powerful spring of action in the Bed-
ouin. To keep up the interest of the Haramites in their re-
ligion varions offices® were devised, snd divided amongst
the Shaykhs of the confederste tribes, to flatter their va-
nity, and to mske the ceremonies more imposing. And

" every tribe had some of its tutelary deities in the Haram aa

its representatives, This tends to show that this federative
religion was an amalgamation of the superstitions of varions
clans made for politieal purposes, The most powerful of
the confederntes were the Kinfnsh tribes. They were

(1) Watwét, Mobdhg alfibr Lib. L o, 2. aays that most Arabic tribes were
originally gtav.-worshippers [Sabeana). ** The people of Sebi worshipped the sun
ag meotionsd in tha Gorin ; the tribe of Assd and Kindpah worshipped the
Moon, snd sehrsquently they embraced the Jewish religion.  The Lakhmites and
Jodzdmites worshipped Jopiter; tha Aandites worshipped Mercury; the band
Mingar {?) worshipped the Hyades , the Qayn tribes worshipped birlus (canis
Major) ; the Tayy tribe worshipped Canopus. At a later period they sunk inte
sdolstry.”

(E.Fmau oificen were, at lmast at a Tster time, 1. the sidinah (priesthood), or
Afjibah {portership) ; this iwplied the superinteandsnce ce-r the Hurwm and the
keeping and drawing of the ot (arrows} aied 28 the pracles of fate; 2. rifédab or
stewardsbip at the public catertninement of the pilgrims ; 3 aigiyah, ie providing
tha pilgrims with water ; & lwé (standard}, which with some, impliss the leaders
ship and the right of sppointing leaders for confederate tribes : this was done by
tying & kortchied to the spear of the men sppoioted 1 &, dir al nﬁrllh. i e tha
proprigtorsnip of tis townball; G apém Mind, the vight of beading the pil-
grims in the corcmonies which were performed in Micd; 7. insh, or the right
of postponing the ascred monthe ; B. qiyadab, lesdersbip in war; 9 khazénah,
or the charga of the treasury of the Ke'bah : this office iz mentioned wnder the
Jothomites, hut no meationing occkrs during the Goryshite period 1 10, ifidbeb,
the privibnge of hoadidg the procession from Mazdalifub. This priviloge was
sinoe time immemaiiak held by the band "sdwia b. Qays "Aylin, who first reaided
b Thpif, aod, belng enpelled from thence, went into the Tabémah. Tho bast
who exercised this priviiege wea. Abi al-Swypérub, on whom ses Freyiag Prow.
wrab, I, p. 139,




