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PREFACE

Durmwa the last twenty years, the poetry of Chaucer
has been atiaining an ever increasing popularity. Not
only in our colleges and universities, but among the
lovers of good literaturs at large, the discovery has
been made that the difficulty of Chancer’s languags is
by no means so great as at first appears, and that what-
ever diffioulty there may be ia richly com by
the delights which his poetry has to offer. Meanwhile
the scholars of Europe and Ameriea have been busy
at the task of explaining what needs explapation, of
investigating the problems of Chaucer’s sources, and
of determining the order in which his works were com-
poeed. If is the purposa of the present volome to ren.
der acoessible to readers of Chancer the fruits of these
investigations, in so far as they conduce o & fuller
appreciation of the poet and his work. For the benefit
of those who wish to go more deeply into the subject,
rather ¢opiona bibliographical references are given in
the footnotes, Of Chaucer's biography we know little
that is really aignificant ; and that little has been fre-
quently rotold. It has, therefore, seemed better to omit
any connected sccomnt of Chanocer’s life, and to give in
the discnssion of the individual poems snch biographi-
cal details as serve to illuminate them.

From the very nature of his task, the author’s obli- '
gations are manifold. From Tyrwhitt down, there is
hardly a Chaucerian scholar by whose labors be haa
not profited, as a glance at the footnotes will show.
To Professor Ten Brink, to Professor Lounshury, to
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Professor Skeat, and to Dr. Furnivall and his eollabo-
rators in the work of the Chauncer Society, hia debt is
particularly large. In making quotations and citations,
Skeat’s Student’s Chancer hss been used; and the
order in which the several works of the poet are taken
up is, with one slight ¢xception, that in which they are
there printed. This has seemed, on the whole, the most
convenient order; but the reader may take the chap-
ters in any order be pleases. To my friends, Professor
Albert S. Cook of Yale University and Professor
Charles G. Osgood of Princeton University, I am
indebted for much valuable criticism.
R. E B.

Pemogrox Umveesry
May 25, 1006
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Iris now fifteen years since this book was first published,
and these years have been extraordinarily fruitful of
Chaucerian study. Important contributions have been
made to our knowledge of Chaucer and of his relations
to the literature and prevalent ideas of the Middle Ages,
contributions which, it is pleasant to note, have been in
large measure the work of American scholars. T'o Profes-
sor Kittredge and Professor Lowes of Harvard and to
Frofessor Tatlock of Leland Stanford the debt of Chau-
cer-lovers is, and will remain, a large one, In some cases
this new knowledge has led to a considerable revision of
our earlier understanding of the essential purport of
Chaucer’s poetry. This is particularly true of the work
of Chaucer’s middle period — the House of Fame, Troi-
lus, the Legend of Good Women, the translation of Boe-
thius.

It was the original purpose of this book te render ac-
cesgible to readers of Chaucer the fruits of scholarly
investigation in so far as they conduce to a fuller ap-
preciation of the poet and hiswork. If it is to continue
to render this service, a thorough revision is now neces-
sary. Such & revision i presented in the present volume,
Where the new information is so fundamental that it
essentially alters an earlier interpretation of the facts,
the passage concerned has been rewritten, and new pages
substituted for the old; where it is rather in the nature
of additional light, which clarifies but does not alter,
the new information is given in an appendix of ‘Notes
and Revisions’ at the end of the volume. Chapters VI
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and VII, which deal with T'roilus and the House of Fame,
have been rewritien in their entirety. In addition, the
pﬂgmnumhﬂbdk,m 18, 40, 84, 85, 140-144, 167, 168,
184, 288240, 201, 292 have been rewritten and substi-
tuted for the original pages. These changes have made
necessary a new index; but the pagination of the volume
has been 8o little disturbed that most references to the
ariginal edition will apply also to this. More than one
quarter of the present volume is, therefore, new. It is
hoped that with these revisions the book may continue
to fill the place which has been aceorded to it in the past.
With it and with Skeat's Student's Chaucer, or better
with Professor F. N. Robinson’s edition soon to be pub-
lished in the Cambridge Poets Series, the student or the
general reader will have in his possession all that is essen-
tial to an understanding and appreciation of Chaucer's
poelry.

It iz & pleasure to record my gratitude to my friend,
Profeasor Gordon Hall Gerould, for his help and counsel
in the preparation of this edition. '

Privcerox UNiveRsrTY, |
» October, 1021. ,
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A CHRONOLOGICAL SURVEY OF
CHAUCER'S LIFE AND WORKS

(The fxw slgeifenst fasts of Chancer's Life given below rest on dosmmens

and may,

be ragarded se certain. Tha chronclogy

tary evidonoa, thersicre,
of hds worky ln Inr from oorteing bt the dates beve given may bo megnrded a8

spproximately soprest.)
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tile faction at pourt?) of his
offices in the customs.

1380 Appointed Clerk of the
King's Works at Wostmin-

mter.

1800 Clerk of the Eing's Works
8t Windsor, and mamber of
& commiissdon to repair the
banks of the Thames be-
twesn Woolwich and Green-

1804 Grantad an additiona] pen.
don of 30 L & yesr. (The

poet seams, however, 1o
have been in financial diffi-
oulty.)

1385-88 The Lepead of Good Bo-
Han.



