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Frd] 5 ooty editar of the Bt Lowls Pest-Dispateh, m
fll 18938, I directed the work of 2 dozen repocters
| . imwestigated the belbery of the municipal

amembly by Fobert M. Snyder, when he pasd
EIED.000 1o secure the passape af 3 Manket Franchise that
should caver nearle afl the sircets of St. Louis lor an electeic
railroad ayatem,  Weo had meHicient poonf to convince any
fatr-mind=d fury that at Teast A sence of perrems lad corm-
mitted a felony and should bt aent 10 the penitentlaryr and
we poifercd to submit this peoal o the proper olficisls. Re-
silt—the grand pery was instmicted toread the asticla in
the Peat-Dispatch, and il possible miven  indictmenia
apatnay the authers far celminal libel,

An associate editar of the St. Louls Chronicle. [ wax
[amiliar with the work of Mr. Fall from the day when
b opened fice em the boedlees imtil a wear had elapseds; and
as editor ef The Walley Weekly, and author with Lincaln
1. Stefiens of the First of MoChire's series, T have teen In
touch with him everslnce.

In order that no treod- mhaght crecp inte theae papes Thawe
securcd data from the fallewing well-knewn newspaper
mzn af 84, Loviz: Reonoth G, Bellaiey, wio haa bein
statboned at the Feur Courts for several yeam William
C. McCarty, who wan cmployed in 4 similar capacity
until he resipned o min the Loviciana Porchase Bxposia
tion ; Chester ©, Rider, who went 10 Guadalafira, when
extesdition procecdings concerning Fratz were pending
aed ). ). Mcohulifie, who did more than any ane man te
bringr about an expamws of conditions at Jelferson Clry,
and whe follewed Legislative Agent Holley into Canads,
snd there gecured damndng evidence againet farmice Licu-
tenant-Geverner Juhn AL Lee,

To afl of these, wha kave at dilferent times beon my
cowworkera, [ wizh to esprexs my thinks s and abs wish
to state thot their co-epiration made Mr. Folk's work
possiblc.
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The Battle Against Bribery

CHAPTER |
N DARK ST. LOUIS

NS OU have the moon yel, am't it? Well, what

more do vouw want 2"

This answer was given by the Mavor of S
Lovis—a wealthy German-American politician—ta a
committee of citizens who in the dawn of 1goo visited
the city hall and complained because tardy action by
certait officials had resulted in a failure to light the
strects of a residence district.

[t was a reply typical of the period, and proved the
attitwde of those placed in oflice toward those whao had
placed them there. The servant had turned the tables
and was the master.

Om that day the fourth city in size and commercial
importance in the United States conld be compared
with a tree ina jungle of Braxil that had been strangled
by a vegetable parasite.  Once it had been of luxurious
growth, but a vine had ecrept upon itz trunk and
along the branches, piercing the bark as it spread, amd
had sucked its sap for sustenance. The leaves of the
ereeper waxed large and glossy, but the tree droopad,
spots of decay appeared in places amd its progress was
arrested.

That vine that found root in St. Louis, the name of
which was bribery, had thrust its soft and leech-like
feelers into every departinent of the city government
before the people were aware of its existence, and was
hugging the municipality in a death embrace.

The day when it came into being 15 not well known
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somw persons sav the seeds were cast a dozen vears ago,
while others maintain that it was a score; or even two
RCOTE.

Wealthy men—"leadmg citizens"—were responsible
for its transplanting inte the soil.  They sought spe-
cial prvileges, that they might iucrease their already
largre fortones, and their moncey influenced legislation.

A—, the owner of a warehonse, desired the passage,
by the municipal assembly, of an ordinance that woull
grant him the right to Fild a railroad side-track over
a public thoroughfare .o his property,  Scveral mem-
Irers of the law-making body doubned the wisdom of
leeding his request and a forecast proved that a vote
o the measure wonhld result inoa tie.  A— then called
upon a member whom he knew to be o impecunions
circumstances, amd after feeling his way with care and
arguing on the pdvisability of passing the measure, he
said that he was prepared to make his friend a little
present, something which wonld pay s house rent for
A few months,  Result, he got the side-track.

Thus it started, and for a time the method of opera-
tion was the same as that pursved by A= Men of
wealth would seck out the weak and the poor who had
been elected to office, and by pressing their palins with
errecnbacks would sceure pelty special privileges.

From this small beginning grew the political hoss,
the spoilsman and the method of adverse legislation.

The three came together—the boss, who directed
such legislation as was considered profitable, and whe
secured the election to oftfice of men who would o Dis
bidding ; the spoilsman, who sought positions of trust
solely for the purpose of personal gain, and adverse
tegrislation, which was the cudgel used by both of them
in times of dulluess, when men with money scemed
wary of their clutches,

The boss shook hands one moment with the wil-
lionaire and the next hob-nabbed with a dive-keeper
whe, with the wlip of vice, controlled a certain mun-
her of votes. He was the go-hetween for the men who
wished to sell their honor and the men who wished to
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purchase such a commodity—for a commaodity it be-
came in those days, the price fluctuating no more than
does that of the average stock.

The boss became such hecause of his ability to con-
trol election machinery, which enabled him to place in
office siich a mumber of his personal selection as would
insure the carrying out of his plans. This done, he
ield the same position with reference to those who
wished to accept bribes and those who wished to offer
them as does the commission merchant to the small
trader and the large owner.

The spoilsman knew no will but that of the boss.
He became a candidate for office at the suggestion
of the bass, knowing that if elected he would vote to
order. Men struggled for these positions, they ¢x-
pended large sums of money that they might have the
privilege of sclling themsclves, and the induction mto
office became a regular business, requiring a certain
amount of capital and a knowledge of the “tricks of the
trade,”

The weapon, adverse legislation, was emploved in
a scientific manner. 1t was not frequently used—only
when the income fell below the average, or the boss
was in a vindictive frame of mind. Tt caime to be esti-
mated that a scat in the house of delegates was worth
a certain sim of money per annum and a seat in the
council another sum.  Aud litkewise the hoss insisted
that his “fees” should never fall below a certan
amounnt. Therefore, wheu there was a dearth of hills
from persons who sought special privileges, a meas-
ure inimical (o a certain person or certain interes(s was
introdoced in the assembly and promptly enacted
into a law. The boss and  spoilsmen  then waited,
knowing what would happen, and pretty soon avertures
woild come from the interests that had been made to
suffer, a bargain would be struck. and finally the ad-
verse legislation would be repealed.

Not all the men whom the boss placed in power or
permitted to take office were dishonest. Indeed, if he
conld promote the interests of a candidate who through



