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INTRODUCTION.

IN order to bring more immediately before the reader the remote
cansas of the Battla of Magh Lena, wnd the reference io the Baule of
Coucha with which the nervative opens, n bricf glance at the relative
Ppositions of those who acted the chief parta in both battles is desmed
necesmary.

Feidhlimidh Rechimhar,® monarch of Erinn, and father of Conn
Ced-chathach (Conn of the Hundred Baottes), dicd A.Jh 114, and
was succeeded in the monsrchy i the same year by Cathasir Mér
(Cathaeir tha Great), king of Leighin (Leinster,) who, it would appear,
was more powerfnl than the young prince Conn,

The course of the succession to the monarchy of Erinn was irregular
and uncertain from the time of the Milesian eonquest.  The surviving
leaders of that comqusst wore Ebiier Yion (Heber the Fair) and

a Feidhlimidh Rechtmhar waa tha or the great, who was the commmm

wn of Tusthal Techtmhar, the first
monarch oo the restoration of the royal
lise aftar the short wsurpation of the
Aitheach Tuatha, or Democratic
tribes, commonly but corruptly called
Attocots. Feldhlimldh was the twen-
ty-second in dascent from Ugaina Mér,

socestor of the great families of Ul
sler of tha Ul Neill, or “Hy-Niall"
line, as well as of the Leinster fumilics
deapended from Cathasir Mér or the
Great, and of the Uikh Fischra and
Tibh Brinin familier of Coonacht
(8ee Arrmwnix I., Tuble IIL)



viid INTRDDUCTION.

Eremhon (Herewon), Ebher wus the senior of the two, Donn and the
other elder brother having perished on the expedition. When the two
brothers had obtained possession of the conguered country, a dispute
aroge between them as towhich of them should be its kit ; but failing to
setile their dispute, they reforred it to thelr surviving brother Amergin,
who was the Breithemh (jndge) and poet of the expedition. Amergin
decided (apparonily sccording to some law of their fotiner country,
8pain), that the right in the land, which properly belonged to Dounn
the cldest brother who had besn drowned, should be given to Eremon
first, and that after his death it should revert to Ebher. To this de-
cision FEbher objected, and they agresd to divide the country batween
them, end that each should govern his part independently of the other.
Ebher took the pert sonth of the Bayne and the S8hennon, and Ercmon
ook the norihern parts.  They soon disegreed, however, und the battla
of Geishill (in the prosent Eing's County), was fought batween them,
in which Ebher was killed (A.M. 3501): Eremon then became sole king
of Erion. Itiell, Eremon™ eldest xon, succeeded his father, bat Conmaed
the eldest zon of Ebber gave bivg battle, Killed him and azsumed the sola
monarchy himeelf. Thenceforward tha succession alternated between
these two [ines, aceording s wither was able to wrest it frmn the other ;
and sometimes it was successiuily eontasted by the descerdants of Ith,
the couming of the sons of Milesus, and of I, oue af the brothers who
perizhad on the expedition, (ftmn whein descend the Mae Aenghuss, or
Meae Ennis, and other Ulidizn familics).

Thete was nv invanable rule of succession in the Milesian times,
but pecording to the general tenor of our ancient aecounts; the eldest
son succeedad tha father to the exclusion of all coliateral claimants of
the same line, a3 well s his brothers; onloss it happened that he was
disyualified by some personal deformity, or blomish, of by natural
imbecility or crime ; or unless, (as happened in fter ages) by parental
testamnant, or mutual compact, the suceession was made alternate in
two or more families, as will be seen below.  The eldest son being thus
recognized as the presumptive heir and successor to the dignity, was
donominated Tanaiste, that is, winor or second, whilst all the other
song, or persons that were eligible in ease of his failure, were simply
called Righ-dhamhns, that is, king-material, or king-makings. This




