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PREFACE.

Tre biographies of living men who have achicved
distinction, are always so attractive to the publie, that
we deem no apology necessary for presenting in a
single portable volume, skotches of the lives of those
who are pre-eminently our Grear Useraive. There
have been, we are aware, fonr or five previous at-
tempts to give publicity to the life and services of
Licutenant-Gleneral Grant; but while the greater
part have dealt largely in fiction, nonc have at-
tempted, as we have done, to give the later incldents
of & military earcer now rounding into completeness,
by the suppression, through his skilful and persistent
strategy, of the Great Rebellion. The incidents of
General Sherman’s life have also been once or twies
related, but with a want of appreeciation of his pe-
euliar and transeendent genins, which leaves much to
be desired, and which we have endeavored to sup-
Py, No carefully preparcd biographical sketeh of
Thomas, Sheridan, or Fapragut has, we believe, been
Litherto attempted.

In egeaying thus to bring before onr own country-

men, and the people of other lands, authentic narra-
1-]-
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tives of the military careor of these mcn: who have
displayed abilitiea fully equal to those of the great
eaptains of other lands in the past hundred years,
we have been prompted by no vain-glorious desire
to extol unduly our own military chicftaing, or to
bestow upon medioerity the laurels dae to extraor-
dinary merit, but have made it our sole object to
present the men as they were, and put on record, for
our own and other times, the deeds for which they
deserve the honor, admiration, and esteem of the
loyal mitizens of the Republic.

The bearing, influence, and effect of some of the
greal battles we have described, npon the stroggle
in which we are engaged, are not gencrally under-
stood. We have tried to make these plain; and to
show that throngh all the movements of our armies,
the shock of battles, and the desperate confliets for
particnlar pointe, there hos Leen a plan and purpesc
which has made them, net, as gome of our un-
friendly eritics across the ocean have so often
charged, mere eollisions of brute force, without
special aim or objeet, but portions of comprehensive
etrategy, having for its objects the overthrow of the
Ecbellion, and the reestablishment, at no distant
date, of the authority of the Republic in every por-
tion of our territory.



