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APPROBATION OF
THE AUTHORS EUCHARISTIC TRACTS
FROM HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL
GENNARI, ON BEHALF OF
HIS HOLINESS PIUS X.

“ Rose, Jeneary 25, 1007,

*VEry REVEREND FATHER,

*1 have presented to the SBovereign Pontiff
copies of the little works on daily Communion which
your Heverence has published for wholesale distribu-
tion,

# His Holiness aceepts yvour tribute with the most
lively pleasure. He highly commends your Rever-
ence's zeal, and hopes that yvour works may obtain the
widest possible civealation, above all in seminaries,
religious institutes, und in educational establishrnents,
that in these, especially, frequent and daily Com-
munion may be urgently recommended according to
the purport of the late general decree.

“Your Reverence's most devoted servant,

SUASBIMIR, Canpixan Gessar)”



HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL
V. VANNUTELLI AND THE AUTHOR'S
EUCHARISTIC WORKS.

AT the Eucharistic Congress of Metg, 1907, atter the
reading, at the crowded priests’ section, of Pere Lin-
telo's paper, entitled, *The Deevee on Daily Com-
munion and the Duties of Preachers and Confessors,”
Mgr. Dubois, Bishop of YVerdun, stated publicly that
he was glad to announce that he had it from His
Eminence the Cardinal Legate himself —who, more-
over had requested him to repeat it in his name-—that
the Reverend Father Lintelo was the one whose
writings most faithfully veflected the mind and wishes
of the Holy Father - Celui dont les éerits véfletaient
le mieux les désives du Saint Pere” (Report of the
Congress, p. 670).
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.'

Prus X. has expressed his will that the priests of the
Catholic Church should to their utmost further the
“salutary practice” of frequent and daily Communion
among the faithful. Moreover, the Vienr of Christ
direets that this propaganda be continual and earnest.
The faithful are to he exhorted to this constant, and
even daily, recourse to the Bread of Life “frequently
and with great zeal,” The only guestion, therefore,
remaining is: How ean the desires of the Holy See be
best carried into effect?

Two principal ways of promoting the practice
among souls suggest themselves—pamely, private
direction in the confessionnl and publie preaching.
Or, to use the words of our author, Pére Lintelo,
“gradual initiation and the ereation of a general
moeveient by means of a speeial course of sermons, or,
preferably, an Eucharistie Triduom,”

Of these two methods, that of private guidance is
by far the less effective. It will necessarily be chiefly

1 Being, in more developel fortm, a spesch maile at the Westimins=tor
Hucharistic Congress, 1808, after the paper on Daily Communion, by
the Hev, 1. Lucas, 541, Inoa highly condenseld snmmary given i the
Officinl Report of the Congress (Firsd Edilion), po 2306, the Translator
is—by an ovérsight—represented as maintaining the  necensity and
vsefuluess " of its Dally Commuooime  Exeopt in a qualifiesl =ense,

sieh an expression wonld have been an nnwarranted exaggeration,
wik



viii THANSLATOR'S PREFACE

confined to the confessional, and it is an obvious
impossibility for a confessor to give a full instruction
on the Papal decrees to ench penitent in turn.  More-
over, he will have to contend with those difficulties
which hamper the individual penitent, and arvise from
his sense of isolation. Among these difficulties are
human respect and fear of singularity. The in-
dividual penitent will not realize that others are
being privately indoctrinated in the same manner,
and that he will not stand alone it he endenvour to
carry out the confessor’s recommendation,

By far the most effeetive method is public preach-
ing. In faet, without it, there is little prospect of the
“desive of Jesus Christ and of the Chureh” being
renlized on any considerable seale, The publicity
given to the Encharvistic pronouncements of the Holy
Father from the pulpit tends to create a public
opinion in favour of the propriety of very frequent
Communion. Thus the more timid will feel that, so
far from being piously eccentric in adopting that
practice, they are, on the contrary, doing that which
even those who are not willing to follow suit must
acknowledge to be quite correct and in accord with
the mind of the Church.

But this preaching of Communion will make a
deeper impression if it be given the form of a speecinl
Triduoom, widely announced and advertised before-
hand. Thiz appears to be the best means of in-
augurating a movement towards the adoption of
frequent and daily Communion in a parish where the
practice has not yet taken root.

Onee the movement has been started, private direc-
tion becomes most important both for applying the
prineiples laid down in the pulpit to the partiealar
circumstances of the individual, and For encommging



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE ix

those who have taken up the practice to persevere
fervently therein.

It is for aiding the priest in preaching frequent and
daily Communion that the present work was penned
by Pére Lintelo. The usefulness of the work has been
well proved, as well by the welcome it has received
from the clergy as by the remarkable diffusion of
frequent Communion to be witnessed in the author’s
native land — Belgium—towards which he has so
largely contributed. In proof of these happy results
we cannot do better than quote the following words
of Cardinal Mercier, Primate of the Belgian Church :
“ AMready in Belgium, an experience of two yvears, in
the case of muany parvishes and most of onr educa-
tional establishments, has proved that frequent Com-
munion produces fruits of piety and morality which
exceed the expectutions of the most sanguine directors
of souls.™!

1t has been assumed above that the only question
which a priest will ask himself is how he may best
forward the wishes of the Pope. Yet such is the
strength of long-standing habits of thought and
prajudices in the present matter that some remarks
upon the spirit in which the Papal decree Supera
Tridenfing should be received will hardly appear
unnecessary to anyone who notes the elementary
condition of the Hucharistic movement amongst us,
even in this, the fourth year since the appearance of
the said decree.

Everything considered, it may be most useful, by way
of preface to Pére Lintelo’'s work, to say something
as to the attitude of mind which a Catholic plainly
ought to adopt towards the teaching and regulations

Y Address of His Eminence Cardingl Mercier to the Pope, at the
andienee granted to the Helginm pilgrims, March 12, 1908,



