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PREFACE.

Trig is perhaps an egotistical book; egotistical
cortainly in its form, yet not in its purport and
essence.

Personal rensons the writer eannot wholly disown,
for desiring to explain himself to more than a few,
who on religions grounds are nnjustly alienated
from him. If by any motive of euriosity or lin-
gering remembrances they may be led to read his
straightforward account, he trusts to be able to
show them that he has had #e eheice hut to adopt
the intellectual conclusions which offend them ;—
that the difference between them and him turns on
questions of Learning, History, Criticism and Ab-
stract Thought;—and that to make thefr resnlts
(if indeed they have ever deeply and honestly in-
vestignted the matter) the tests of Ais spiritual state,
is to employ unjust weights and a false balance,
which are an abhomination to the Lord, To defrand
one’s neighbonr of any tithe of mint and commin,
would seem to them & sin: is it less to withhold
affection, trust and free intercourse, and build up
unpassable barriers of coldness and alarm, agninst
one whose sole offence is to differ from them
intellectually ? _ -

But the argument before the writer is something
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v PREFACE.

immensely greater than a personal ome.  Bo it
happens, that to vindicate himself is to establish a
mighty truth; a truth which ean in no other way
s0 well enter the heart, as when it comes embodied
in an individoal esse. I he ean show, that to have
shrunk from his suceessive convietions wowld have
been “infidelity ™ to God and Truth and Righteous-
ness; bat that he has been * faithful™ to the highest
and most urgent duty ;—it will be made clear that
Belief is one thing and Futh snother; that to
believe is intellectual, nay possibly, ** enrthly, -devil-
ish;" and that to set up any fixed creed as o test
of spiritual character is » most unjust, oppressive
and mischievous superstition. The historical form
has been deliberately selected, as easier and more
interesting to the reader: but it must not be im-
agined that the author is giving his mental history
in general, much less an autobiography. The pro-
gress of his erecd is his sole subject; and other
topics are introduced either to illustrate this, or as
digressions suggested by it.

Mareh 23nd, 1851,
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PHASES OF FAITH.

FIRST FPERIOD:
MY YOUTHFUL CRERD.

I rirsT begnn to read religious books at school,
and especially the Bible, when I was eleven years
old ; and almost immediately commenced o habit of
secret prayer,  Dut it wis not until I was fourteen
that T gained any definite idea of a * scheme of
doetring,” or could have been ealled a *f converted
person” by one of the Evangelical School. My
religion then eertainly exerted o great general in-
fluence over my eonduet; for I soon underwent
various persecution from my schoolfellows on ac-
count of it: the worst kind consisted in their
deliberate atteropts to corrupt me.  An Evangelical
clergyman at the school gained my affections, and
from him I imbibed more and more distinetly the
full creed which distinguishes that body of men;
a body whose bright side T shall ever appreetate, in
spite of my present perception that they have a dark
side also. 1 well remember, that oue day when I
said to this friend of mine, that T ecould not under-
stand how the doctrine of Election®was reconcilable
to God's Justice, but supposed that T should know
thiz in due time, if T waited and believed His word ;
B



