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PREFACE.

No work on New Spain, considered as a whole,
has been published since the close of the war with
Mexico, when half of the territory known by that
name was acquired by the United States; and, on
the subject of its resources, no work since Ward's
# Mexico,” issued in 1B27. That valuable book
was published in London, is little known in this
country, and is to be found in very few of our pub-
lic libraries. So, for all practical purposes, Baron
Humbeoldt’s * Political Essay on New Spain,” trans-
lated into English, and published in London in
1822, is the latest authority. Books on individual
States or Territories of the Southwest are, however,
abundant. But a general or more comprehensive
review seems to be needed for business and other
purposes. :

The Southwest, in the early part of the sixteenth
century, because of its mineral wealth and luxuries,
excited the admiration of the whole world. It is
once more coming into great prominence, and is
destined to play a leading part on the stage of
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public affairs, both national and international. The
advance of internal improvements through its ter-
ritory, and the beginning of a new era of material
development, is reuniting New Spain in an indus-
trial and commercial sense, and makes necessary a
grouping together of local facts and statistics into
a general work. Such a combination of statistics
gives wonderful results, for Mexico, prolific in trea-
sures, golden California, and silver Nevada come
within its limits.

New Spain seems to be the natural and most
convenient territorial basis for a book, for the rea-
son that it was, for three hundred years, from 1321,
when Cortez and his soldiers accomplished the con-
quest, until 1821, when Mexico declared her inde-
pendence, ruled by the Spaniards, who were very
prolific writers, and who in their many histories
observed the same territorial limits. Again, the
country, as a whole, is very uniform in its charac-
teristics, such as general prevalence of silver, high
table-lands, ancient history prior te the Spanish
rule, and in many other respects.

This is a book of facts, not theories. It de-
scribes the land of silver, and shows that the South-
west is producing, each year, two-thirds of the
silver of the whole world ; but it does not attempt
to discuss the merits of a double standard of gold
and silver. It treats of railways generally, and
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gives facts and figures showing how these pgreat
civilizers have neglected the Southwest; but it
does not advocate any individual enterprise. It
freely expresses its admiration for undeveloped
Mexico; but it does not join in any cry for another
conquest, except so far as the future conquest may
consist of the advance of railways, a thrifty civil-
ization in place of the inertia of the present lethar-
gic races, of commerce and the arts of peace, all of
which will stimulate the material prosperity of both
Republics. It does not profess to be a full review
of the varied riches and attractions of the South-
west, as such a review would require several large
volumes. But it does claim to be accurate, and
the authorities are freely cited, in legal brief style,
to confirm the accuracy of all statements and sta-
tistics, Nature was so profusely liberal in the en-
dowment of this portion of the earth's surface,
that facts about the riches of the Southwest fur-
nish the writer with abundant material, and it is
unnecessary to draw on the imagination to make
out a case.

Much time and labor have been spent in the
search for and examination of the various books
composing the list in the chapter on Authorities;
and it is believed that chapter will be serviceable
to the reader, for the reason that of the one hun-
dred and twenty-nine volumes on Old Mexico,
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about half, and that the best half, were published
in London, and have a very limited circulation in
this country.

The author hopes that the facts and figures in
the following pages will act as an appetizer for
more, and will attract the attention of the reader
to the rich feast of information which the Spanish,
English, and American discoverers, travelers, and
historians have prepared in their many volumes,

The elevations of the southern or Mexican half
of New Spain, as given in the accompanying map,
are from an hypsometric map in Geiger's * Peep at
Mexico,” published at London in 1874. For the
illustration of the elevations of the northern half
of New Spain (now a portion of the United States)
the author is indebted to W. H. Holmes, Esq,, of
Prof. Hayden's Survey, who prepared the map, to
correspond to that of Mexico, from data contained
in the detailed and elaborate hypsometric map is-
sued by that Survey during the present year.

The railway lines are from recent official and
other reliable sources.

ALEX. D. ANDERSON.
Wasnmwcron, D, C., Octofer, 1877.
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