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"PREFACE.

Tae following * Sone” in cnf.;ied from = Manuseript
in the possession of William Bateman, Hsq. F.A.S.
The hand-writing is of the reign of Charles the
Second ; the composition was probably coéval with
the events it describes, The trangeriber has enacted
the part of translator; but the necessity for pre-
serving the metre has compelled him to leave suf-
ficient proofs of the age in which the poem was
written. The words “commentie,” “meany,” “blee,”
“ gawres,” “cov'd,” “liart” (gentle), and many
others, bat ill assort with the modern phraseology
into which the ballad is for the most part rendered ;
whilst the manners deseribed have nothing in com-
mon with those which obtained during the seven-
teenth century. The manuscript is a very slovenly
performance ; and notwithstanding the corrections
of a cotemporary, several unintelligible passages re-
main, to mark the incompetency of the copyist and
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of his reviser, to the task which they had under-
taken.

The author betrays himaelf in various places (by
inadvertently changing from the third person to the
first) to be Humphry Brereton, one of the household
of Thomas second Lord Btanley; and with Bray,
Urswick, and others, "employed in the negociations
which preceded the return of Richmond.

‘The porter then in that state

That time of the night riseth he,

And forthwith cpened me the gate,
And received both my horse and me.
Humphrey took the three mules then,
Inte the West wind wou'd he,
‘Without all doubt at Liverpocle

He took shipping upon the sen.

With a seift wind and a Lart

He 20 saild upon the sea,

To Beggrames Abbey in little Brittain,
Where as the English prince did lie.
The- porter was a Cheshire man,
Well he knew Humphrey when he him see.
Humphroey knockt at the gate truely,
Where as the porter stood it by,

And welcomed me full heartily,

And received then my mules three.
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The spelling Bosworth uniformly as Bolesworth,
might have induced a suspicion that the author was
better acquainted with the county of Chester than
with that of Leicester ; but the mode in which the
porter accounts for his pleasure in seeing Humphry,
enables us to form a probable conjecture as to the
family of the ballad writer :

For a Cheshire man born am 1 certain,
From the Malpas but miles thres.

In the pedigree of the Breretons of Shochlach and
Malpas, (a younger branch of the house of the same
name seated at Brereton,) Humphry appears to have
been the third son of Barthclomew Brereton, and to
have lived in the teign of Henry the Seventh. He
left three daughters ; the eldest of whom marrying
into the neighbouring family of Dod of Edge, her
descendants still exist in the representatives of that
ancient house. Humphry is described in the Dod
pedigree as seated at Grafton, & township near
Malpas.

The immediate reference which the ““Song” bears
to some of the most important points in the contro~

versy respecting the character of Richard the Third,
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will probably in many instances canse the question
of its antiquity to be decided according to the pre-
judides of the reader. The editor cannot expect
that Humphry Brereton will meet with more con-
sideration than that which Walpole and his followers
have allotted to the cloud of cotemporary writers
who are opposed to their view of this period of En-
glish history ; and the honest Cheshire squire would
probably be satisfied, if his labours in any degree
multiplied the difficulties of those who have sought
to injure the reputation of the gentle and unhappy
lady it waa hia fortune to setve.

The ' Lady Bessy™ was the eldest daughter of
Edward the Fourth, by the ill-omened marriage of
that monarch with Lady Grey. The princess was
born at Windsor, Feb. 11, 1466, and had therefore
attained her nineteenth year at the time of which
the ballad treats. The life of this lady partook of
the unsettled character of the age. The success of
Warwick, in the rebellion of which Edward’s mar-
riage was the cause, compelled the Queen with her
children to take refuge in the sanctuary at West-
minster, Four years afterwards the princess was
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betrothed to the Dauphin: and Louis XL, in his
anxiety to procure the withdrawal of the English
army, promised to conduct the bride to France at
his own expense, and to allow 60,000 livres per
annum for her maintenance. This article of the
treaty of Pequigny was however unperformed in
1480; and to the remonstrances of Lord Howard
the French king replied by a direct refusal. Ed-
ward, who in anticipation of the nuptials had
already styled his daughter “ the Dauphiness,”
sought revenge in a war with Scotland, the ancient
ally of France.

The name of the princess in connection with that
of the Earl of Richmond first occurs in the nego-
tiations between Edward the Fourth and Francis
Duke of Brittany for the surrender of the Earl, who
had taken refuge in that sovereign’s dominions.
The hand of Elizabeth was then offered to Rich-
mond, but a fortunate chance enabled him to avoid
putting the King’s sincerity to the proof.

Edward died in April 1483 ; and the four follow-
ing months saw the murder of Edward the Fifth
and Richard Duke of York ; whilst the Queen and



