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PREFACLE.

I nave endeavoursd in the following pages to present o
brief résnmé of one present knowledee concerning elhlorolorm
and it effeots, The subjoet ts se imporlant that it eannot
need spolegy ; the apology must be for the Authoe,

My wedical education ecommeneed st u time when the
vastness of the boon couferred by the discovery ol ihe an-
rerthetic was just boginning to assert iteclf, and Twas asso-
clated froquently with the late Dr. Soow, whose name iz every-
whoere kuown 10 conncehion with the subject- For s eonsider-
able time aleo T was in the habitof adiiniztering ehloroform ad
King's Collere Hospilal, a8 wall as in the practice of Mr.
Fergusson and other friomds (1o whom T am anxions to expross
my obligalions), HeneeT have folt & real and practical interest
in the matter of which thia hool teeats

I can searcely avoid tho backnoyed expression of *endesn-
vouring to snpply & want,” It has appeared to me that the
time has come when the separate experience amd teaching
of individuals may be advantageously formed inde o con-
tinuous chain, I am well aware that I have imporfectly
per formed the task which 1 have undertaken, but T have
strenuously endeavoured fo combine the chavacteristies of
unth and brevity.

A writer on chloreform cannel commence a List n’r those Lo
whose researches he s indebted for bis subject-matier without
paying o tribute to the ilustrious mwan who liscovered the
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propertios of the anesthetic, Tt seems io me that Dr. Simpson
has never received o sulliciont meed of thanks,  If all those
whose sufferimgs have heen alolished by the agent he intro-
duced were to join in the work, a noble momuoment might be
erceted 1o his fime,  Why shauld not this he done ?

I have been largely indebled o the classical work of the
late Dhe. Bnoew, to the researches off MM, Tallemand, Pererin,
and Duroy, to Dr. Anstie’s book on * Stimulants and Narcotics,'
aid o the Report of the Committee on Chloroform appointed
by the Royal Medieal and Chivurgicnl SBociety.

I cannet sufliciently express my obligations 1o many kind
fricnds—to Dr. B, Symes Thompeon, for his most vatuable
nssistance, to Dr. John Harley, of King's Collere, for co-
operating with me in my experiments, to Dr. George Harloy,
of University College, for help in the eonsidoration of the
phyasiological question, to Mr. W, Spenecr Watson and Me,
TTarry Lobb, for assistanen i the chapter on Hesuseitation,
to Dr, Alfred Meadows, 3Tr. Francis Mason, and BMr,
I'arkinson, for hints anl wlviee i tho obstelmeal, surgical,
and dental portions of the subject.

I Liope that this little book way prove of somo practical
nge, and that those whose ertical oye may deleetl its faults
will at least give e credit for having expended much lahour
in 1ts eomptlation,

A, ERNEST BANSOM,

29, Descas Tenksce, M.
] JHI!Jfr 1biia.
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CHAPTER-T.
TIIE DISCOVERY OF CITLOROTOIA.

Discoventes peneeally have long historics,  They may
starile with their apparent suddenoees; but ia reality they are
the results of swes of patient toil, of efforts often msdirected, of
lessons imperteetly taugbt of experiences ingaflicientiereeonted,
Truths have been build up of the crumbling dust of errors,

Most of the egeeal diseoverics which have been ol Lenefit to
the hwman race have pussed throwgh an infancy which has
been obscure, before sttaintng their perfeet strength. The
law of gravitation was tanght, nol by the fail of an apjple, but
by fapts distribuied ihroughoul long ages.  So also with re.
gard to the diseovery of the circulation of the bleod. Erasis-
tratug faught that the arteries of the body were filled with
air. Galen, going & step farther, proved that they contained
blood and not air, but Galen invested his thought with many
CFrOTe, 51.{*:'[_! by step Servedus, Vesalius, Healdo Columbies,
Casalpinug, and Fabriciug, attained to o more eomplete kuow-
ledge. Errors were thrown aside as little truths were elivited,
until at last there was built up in Morvey's mind the great
faet of the eirculation,

When Galvani experimentel upon a frox placed upon a
metallic plate there was probably the fiest step to the dis-
covery of the clectrie telegraph. IHow gradually through
v L
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Volta and the host of observers which followed the first ides
bocame developad into a #eience, and the seicnes begat the
practical result, is sulliciently known. C

A process similarly rrsdual was observed in the case of the
discovery of means for prodacing inzensibility to pain, and of
weventing the suffering which sargieal operations inflict.

e zenersl iden was implanted af the earliest apes and was
oradually developed ; old avetems were discarded as other and
better ones presented themselves—and there was o culmination
in the discovery of ehloredorm,  None the less bononr to him
it whose mind this result was aftained,

The ancients koew that, in certain states of the system,
senzibility was wholly or partinlly destroyed; {their observa-
tions upon epilepey, catalepsy, upon mivanced intoxication and
the eflect of certain medicinal substances, tanght them this.
They were scquainted with the power of medicines to relieve
pain or assuage grief Thus llelen tempers with drugs the
draught that she offers to Menclans and hiz fidend.

“To elear the elowdy trent of wrinkled cars,
Axd dry the tesrful sluices of despair,
Charmed with that virtucue dranght, the sxalted mind
All senea of woe delivera tn the wrind "%

These agents—Nepenthes—did net armul the fwculty of
seneation, but they deadened il

The ancient Egyptinnd used many drugs for producing a
stafe of intexication or ecetasy; they were taken either as
potions or electuaries. O these there were various pre-
parations of Tudian hemp (Cannabis Tndica), the juice of the
poppy (Athon, the meconium of the Greeksy and another which
wis used when opium was gearee—the “ electusrium bernave,™
- The eifeete of these peeparations of Indian Hemp are thus
depietedt Firsd 1.]|r,-1;|.r enuse exhilaration ; the men who have
swallowed them become talkative, sing love-songa, and laugh ;
theu they are rendered delivieus, ond fight and mutilate each
other.  This stare lastz an hour, then follows o stage of wild
excitement, the characteristic of which s violent anger,  Lastly
ig o stage of grief, during which they weep aud lament ; then
they return to normal health.  Such was the enjoyment of the
Egyptians in their “ convivial foasts,”

* * Dhlyssey,” v, 220,
+ See * Prosper Alpinus de Medicdnd Mgypbiorum,” i, iy, o i,



