MERRIE CONCEITED IESTS OF GEORGE
PEELE, GENTLEMAN, SOMETIMES
STUDENT IN OXFORD: WHEREIN IS

SHEWED THE COURSE OF HIS LIFE, HOW
HE LIVED, A MAN VERY WELL KNOWNE
IN THE CITY OF LONDON AND ELSEWHERE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649008902

Merrie conceited iests of George Peele, gentleman, sometimes student in Oxford: wherein is
shewed the course of his life, how he lived, a man very well knowne in the city of London and
elsewhere by George Peele

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GEORGE PEELE

MERRIE CONCEITED IESTS OF GEORGE
PEELE, GENTLEMAN, SOMETIMES
STUDENT IN OXFORD: WHEREIN IS

SHEWED THE COURSE OF HIS LIFE, HOW
HE LIVED, A MAN VERY WELL KNOWNE
IN THE CITY OF LONDON AND ELSEWHERE

ﬁTrieste






MERRIE

CONCEITED

ITESTS,

OF GEORGE PEELLE GEN-
TLEMAN, SOMETIMES STV-
DENT IN Ozrorp.

Wherein is thewed the courfe of his life,

how he lived: a man very'well knowne in
the City of Lox pon, and elfewhers,

Buy, reade, and iudge,

Tbe price doe not grudge !

It will doe thee more pleafure,
Than twice fo much treafure.

LONDGN,

Printed for Henry Bel, dwelling in the Little
Old Baily in E kots Court.



Gsanm; PrELE was n Mative of Devonshire, from whence
being sent 1o Broadgate’s Hall, he wns (about the yesr
1575) made a Student of Christ Church College, Oxford ;
and in 1579, wos admitted to the degree of Master: of
Arts.  After this he removed to London, where he became
the City Poet, and had the ordering of the Pageants.

# This person” says Wood “ was living in bis middle
age, in the latter part of Q. Elizebeth's reige, but when
ot where he died I cannot tefl, for so it is and slways hath
been, that most poets die poor and consequently obscurely,
and a hard matter it is to trace them to their Graves™
He certainly died in or before the year 1508, as “ Meres
mthe second Part of kis Palledis Tamia, oz Wits Erensury,”
printed in that year, meations the Cause. A List of his
Poetigal Picces is given inl Rjuon’s Bibliographis Poetiva.

Nish termed him * the chief supporter of plessance, the
Atlas of Poettle, and primum verborum artifes”

The rarity of his * Merrie Conceited Jests™ combined
with the great price demanded for it, was the chief In-
ducement toveprint it in its present Form, The Copy made
use of for that purpose had belonged to the Rev. J. Brano,
Secretary to the Antiquarina Society ; after the Sule of
his Library in 1806, it tame into the possession of Mr.

SracE, and the present Proprietor purchased it in De-
cember 1807, )

LONDON :
Reprinted for §. W, SINGER, 13, ST, JAMES's STREET;
ARD
R. TRIPHOOK, 87, 87, JAMES" STREET.
1800,



The lefts of GEORGE PEELE, with
foure of his Campanions at Brainford. '

Eorge, with others of his Affociates,
being merry together at the Tauerne,
haning more ftoreof Coine than ufually
they did poffefle, although they were
ag regatrdelefle of their filuer, us a gar-
den whore is of her honefty, yet they
intended for a feafon to become good
hufbands, if they knew how to be

{paring of that their pockets were then furnifbr withall ;
ive pounds they had amongit them, and a plot muft be

caft how they might be metry with exteaordinary cheare

three or fourc dayes, and keepe their five pounds whole
in ftocke: Geosrge Peele was the mwn muft doe it, or
non¢, and generally they coniurde him by their loues,
his owne credit, and the repatation that went on him,
that he would but in this fhew his wit: and withall he
thould have all the furtherance that in them lay. George
as eafie as they earneft to be wonne to fuch an exploit,
donfented, and gathered their mony together, and gaue it
all to George, who thould be their Purfe-bearer, and the
other foure thould feeme as feruants to George Peele; and
the better to colour it, they thould goe change their cloaks,
the one like the other, {o neere as they could possible :
Az the




4 The Iests of George Peele.

the which at Befvebubs brother the Brokers, they might
quickly doe: This was foone accomplithed, and Grorge
was furnithed with his blacke Sattin fuit, and a paire of
boots, which were as familiar to his legs, as the Pillory
to a Bakers or Colliers mecke, and he fufficiently poffeft
his friends with the whole fcope of his intent, as, gentle
Reader, the fequell will thew. Inftantly thz tooke a
paire of Oares, whofe armes were to make a falle gallop
no forther than Bramford, where their fare was paid them
fo liberally, that each of them the next tide to London,
purchafed two new waltcoats, yet (hould thefe good bene-
fadors come to their ofuall places of trade, and if they (pie
a better fare than their owne, that haply the Gentleman
hath more minde to goe withall, they will not onely fall
out with him that is of their owne {weet tran{porters, as
they are: but abule the faire with foule {pecches, as, 2
Pox, or the Dreuill goe with you, as their Godfather Caron
the Ferry-man of Hell hath taught them. T fpeake not
this of all, but of fome that areghrcught vp in the Eaft,
fome in the Weft, fome in the North ; but moft part in
the South : but for the reft they are honeft compleat men,
leaving them to come to my honeft George, who is now
merry at the three Pigeons in Bradnford, with Sack and
Sugar, not any wine wanting, the Muficians playing, my
hoft drinking, my hoftis dancing with the worthipfull
Juitice, for E) then he was termed, and his manfion houfe
in Kent, who came thither of purpofe to be merry with
his men, becaufe he could not fo conueniently neare home,
by reafon of a threwith wife he had : my gentle hoflis gaue
him all the entertainment her houle could afford ; for
Mafter Peefe had paid royaily, for all his fiue pounds was
come to ten groats. Now Gewge Pecles wit labours to
bring in that fiue pounds there was {pent, which was
foone begotten. Being fet at dinner, My Hoft, guoth

: George,



The Lests of George Pecle. 5

George, how fals the Tide ont for Londsn? Not till the
euening, quoth mine Hoft, haue you any bufinefle fir 7 Yes
marry, quoth Gesrge, 1 intend not to go home this two
dayes: Therefore my Hoft faddle my tnan a horfe for
London, if you be fo well furnithed, for I muit fend him
for one bag mote, quoth George, ten pounds hath fecne
no Sunne this fix moneths. I am ill furnithed if T cannot
farnith you with that, quoth my Hoft, and prefently fadled
him a good Nag, and away rides one of Georger men to
London, attending the good houre of his Malter Peele in
London. Inthe meane time George befpeaks great cheare
to fupper, faying, he expe&ed fome of his friends from
Londpn, Now you mult imagine there was not a penny
owing in the houfe, for he had paid as liberally as Cefar,
as farre as Cefars wealth went,  For indeed moft of the
mony was one Cafars an honeft man yet living in London.
But to the Cataftrophe. All the day before, had one of
the other men of George Peele beene a gredr foliciter to
my Hoftis, the would beg leave of his Mafter he might
goe fee a maid, a fweet heart of his fo farre as Kingfone,
and before his Maifter went to bed he would returne
againe : faying, he was fire (he might command it at his
Mafters hands, My kinde Heftis willing ta pleafure the
young fellow, knowing in her time what belonged to
fuch matters, went to Mafter Peefe, 'and moued him in
it, which he angerly refufed : but the was fo earnett in
it, that the fwore he thould not deny her, protefting he
went but to fee an Uncle of his fome gvc miles off: Marie
I thanke you, quoth George, my good Hoflis, would you
fo diferedit me, or hath the knage no more wit, than at
this time to goe, knowing 1 haue no horfe here, and would
the bafe cullian poe afoot? Nay, good fir, quoth mine
Hoftis, be not angry, it is not his intent to goe a foot:
for he fhall haue my Mare, and I will assure you Sir,

: upon



6 The lests of George Peele.

upon my word he (hall be here apaine fo haue you to
bed; well, quoth George, Hoftis, Ile take you at your
word, let him po, his negligence fhall light upon you,
So be it, quoth mine Hoflis: fo' downe goeth fhe, and
fends away ciuill Thontas, for {o fhe cald him, to his fweet
heart backt upon her Mare: which Thomas in ftead of
riding to King flene, tooke London in his way, where meet«
ing with my other herfeman, attended the arrinall of George
FPeele, which was not long after: they are at Londes,
George in his chamber at Brainford, accompanied with
none but one Antbony Nif a Barber, who din'd and fupt
with him continually, of whom he had borrowed a Lute
to pafle away the melancholy afternoone, of which he
could [{:lay as well as Bandes his hotfe.  The Barber very
modeftly takes his leaue, Gesrge obfequiovily bids him to
fupper, who [God willing) would not faile. George being
left alone with his two fuppofed men, gaue them the
meanc how Yo efcape, and walking in the court, Grorge
found faule with the weather, faying it was rawifh and
cold: which word mine Hoftis hearing, my kinde Hoftis
fgtched her huibands holiday gowne, which George thank«
fully put about him, and withall called for a cup of Sacke,
after which he would walke into the Meddowes and practife
upon his Lute. "Tis goed for your worthip tv do fo,
uoth mine Hoftis : which walke George tooke direcly to
g‘iwr, where haviog the aduantage of a paire of Oares at
hand, made this wourny for London, his two Affociates
behind had the plot in their heads by Georges inftruction
for their efcape: for they knew he was gone, my Hoftis
fhe was in the market buying of prouvifiop for fupper : mine
Hoft he was at T'ables, and my two maiterlefle men defired
the maids to excufe them if their Mafter came, for, quoth
they, we will goe drinke two pots with my Smug Smiths
wile at old Brainford. I warrant you, guoth the Maids,
i So
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"T'he Iefts of George Peele. y

Sodway went my men to the Smiths at old Braimford,
from thence to London ; where they all met, and fold the
Horfe and the Mare, the Gowne and the Lute, which-
mony was as badly {pent, as it was lewdly got. How my
Hoft and my Hoftis lookt when they faw .the cuent of
this; goe but to the three Pigeons at Brainford, you thall
know. E

The lefts of George and the Barber.

GEo_rgc was not fo merry at Lomdon with his Capornis
and Claret, as poore 4nthony the Barber was forraw-
full at Bramford for the lofle of his Lute, and therefore
determined to come to London to {ecke out George Peele,
which by the meanes of a Kinfman that Antbony Nt had
in London, his name was Guts or Feats, a fellow that had
fkill in tricks on the Cards, and he was well ac-
quainted with the place where Georger common abode
was: and for kindred fake he direGted the Barber where
he fhould hane him, which was at a blinde Alehoutfe in
Sea-coale lane, There he found George in a greene
Jerkin, a Spaniil platter fathioned hat, all alonc at a peck
of Oyfters. The Barbers heart danc't within himi for foy
he had fo happily found him, he gaue him the time of
the day : George not a little abathed at the tight of the
Barber, yet went not to difcouer it openly, he that at all
times had a quick inuention, was not now behind hand
to entertaine my Barber, who knew for what his com-
ming was: George thus faluted him, My honeft Barber,
qnoﬁ: George, welcome to Londen, 1 partly know your
bufineffe, you come for your Lute, doe you'not? Indeed
Bir, quoth the Barber, for that is my comming. And
belicue me, quoth Gesrge, you fhall not lofe your labour ;
I pray you ftand to and eat an Oyfler, and Ile goe with you
: prefently :



