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WILLIAM HEPWORTH DIXON,

' Wagtrarum seemonuwm capdide jodex, |,
Crirasten guidguid dignom sapisnte bohogie et

Noa Tv corpus £eas slne peciore,”
Howpace, Epp. 1. 4

My pEAR Dixow,—This book is inseribed 1o you ; and lest
you should ask wherefore, T will refresh yoor memory,  Seven
years ago, when I was an ambitions lad in Scotland, and when
the north-easter was blowing coldly on me, you sent me such
good words as cheered and warmed me.  Vou were one of two
(the gentle, troe, and far-seeing George Henry Lewes was the
other] who frst belisved that T was fitted for noble efforts.
Since then you have known me better, and abode by your first
hope. Naor have you failed to exhibit the virtue, not possessed
by one weiter In a hundred, of during to express publicly your
confidence in an unacknowledged anthor

One word concerning the prosent volnme.  ** London Poems™
are the Jast of what T may term my “ poems of probation,’—
whergin I have fairly hinted what 1 am brying to assimilate in
life and thowght However moch my method may be confounded
with the methods of cther writers, T nm sure to pet quartersd {io
my coat, perhaps) on my own merits by and by.

Accept thees poéms,—given under 4 genuing impulse, and not
merely in compliment. O your fine qualities I will say nothing,
Yoor candour may offend knaves and your rettcence misbead
foals 3 but be happy in your goodness, and in the loving homage
aof those dearest to you.—And hefieve me,

Alwayr your Friend,
ROBERT BUCHANAN,

Baxsecei, Sussnx, Frme 1506,
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Breift nur Binein tn's volle Wenfdeuleben]
@i fever [ehi's, nidt vielen 1R's befonnt,
Tnb wo Bhr'a padi, ta it inteceffant,
Fuageste Vorspiel cuf dem Thealer.



