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INTRODUCTION,

Tue publication of four articles on Education in the
Enwrlish Reviews previoos o 186 by Mr, Herbert Spencer
produced an impression altogether out of proportion to
the wery moderare space employed. To say that the
thinking world was thorouphly shocked s not stating
it too strongly,  Asa general role, the best thinkers had
nothing to say on primary education—except to counsel
patience on the teacher's part and hard study by the
pupil ; but Mr. Spencer, the foremost thinker of the
day, proposed ic consider education fundamentally,
philosophically, wholly uninflugnced by the enthusiasm
imparted by a university ¢ourse, or by the tendency to
approbate the methods usually eniploved becanse the
persons employing them meant well,

Men who had supposcedly attaived an ability to dis-
gourse concerning education wsually were commiited to
a tradoing o Latio and Greek, the study given Lo these
languages apparently staoding oat predéminent amaong
the schaol exercises they had eopaged in, Mr, Spencer,
after subtecting the canses that proaduoced edocation 1o
a philosophical scrutiny, came to cerlain conclusions,
among the most inportant of which are the following

1, That the knowledge which iz most fnBuential in
causing education is that which is most needlul for the
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iv fntradvction.

student to know—is that which is most closely related
to his life,

z. From this he infers thal sefemee should be made
the great subject of study—-not the science of books,
but first-hiand science ; that the pupil sheuld be an in-
vestigator, an experimenter, himself.

3. That character, the habit of inguiry, the spirit of
investigation, and not knowledge, should be the main
alm—oppesing cramming s an educational crime,

4. That rewaids and punishments should he natural
and not artificial,

5. Whether the pupil is pleased and happy in learn.
ing lessons he considers of the first importance @ if
the subjects of study are properly chosen he believes
he will be.

The book is very suggestive and has produced a re-
markable mNuence aleeady on cducational thought
it cannot batchange the mode of Leaching oo a single
reading.  Mr. Spencer, 1t must be understoad, defines
education very broadly: he means by the (erm the
cffect  which  covironmenl  produces  wapon mental
power, influcncing it 1o geguiremeni—and not mere ac-
guirement, the vsual delinition,
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CHAPTER L

WHAT KNOWLEDGE 12 OF MOST WORTH ?

In Dress the Ornamental Precedes the Useful.—It has
been truly remarked that, in order of time, decoration
pregedes dress Among people who submit to great
physical suffering that they may have themselves hand-
samely tattooed, extremes of temperature are borne
with but little attempt at mitigation. Humboldr tells
s that an Orinoco Indian, though guite regardless of
bodily comfort, will vet labor for a fortnight to pur-
chase pigment wherewith to make himself admired ;
and that the same woman who would not hesitate to
feave her hut without a fragment of clothing on, would
nol dare to commil such a breach of decorum as to go
out unpainted. Voyagers uniformly find thar colored
beads and trinkets are much more prized by wild tribes
than are calicoes or broadcloths. And the anccdotes
we have of the ways in which, when shirts and coats
are given, they turn them to some ludicrons display,
show how completely the idea of ornament predomi-
naigs over that of use, Nay, there are still more ex-
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6 Education.

treme illustrations: witness the fact narrated by Capr,
Speke of his African attendants, whi stratted about in
their goat-skin maaties when the weather was fine, but
when it was wet, took them off, folded them up, and went
abovut naked, shivering in the rain! Indeed, the facts
oi aboriginal life seem to indicate that dress iz devel
oped out of decorations,  And when we remember that
even among ourselves most think more about the fine-
ness of the fabric than its wormth, and more about the
cut than the convenience—when we see that the fune-
tion is still in greal measwere subordinated to the ap-
pearance—we have farither reason oy inferring snch an
origimn,

In Mental Acquisition the Ornamental iz more Valued
than the Useful.—li iz nol a Wille gurions thatl the like
relatlons hold with the wind, Among meotal as among
hoadily acquisitions, the rrozmestal comes before the
uzeful. MNot only in Hraes pasy, bol almaosi as much in
our own era, that knowledpe which conduces to per-
sonal well-being has beeo postponed 1o thal which
brings applause,  In the Greek schouols, music, poetry,
rhetorie, and a philosophy which, ontil Socrutes taught,
had but Iittle bearing upon action, were the dominant
subjects: while koowledge aiding the arts of life had a
very subordinale place. And in our own universities
and schools at the present moment the like antithesis
holids. We are goilly of something like a platitude
when we say that throwghoat his after-career & boy, in
nine cases out of ten, applies his Latin and Greek to oo
practical porposes.  The vemark is trite that in his
shop, or his office, in managing his estate or his family,
in playing Lis part as diveetor of a bank or a rajlway,
he is wery Dittde aided by thizs knowledwge he took so
many years to acquire—so little, that generally the
greater part of it drops ont of his memory; and if he
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agcazionally vents a Latin quotation, or alivdes to some
Greck myth, it is less to throw light on the topic i
hand than for the sake of effect. If we inguire what is
the real motive for giving bovs a ciassical education,
we find it to be simply conformity to public epinion,
Men dress their chiidren's minds as they do their
bodies, in the prevailing fashion. As the Orinoce In-
dian puts on nis paint before leaving hiz hut, not with
a view Lo any direct benefit, but because he would be
ashamed to be seen without it; so, a boy's driliing in
Latin and Greek is insisted on, not becanse of their in-
trinsic value, but that he may not be disgraced by being
found ignorant of them-—that he may have “the edu-
cation of a gentleman "—the badge marking a certain
social position, and brioging a consequent respect,
Especially True of Women.,—T his paraliel is still more
clearly displayed in the case of the other sex. In the
treatment of both mind and body, the decorative element
bas continued to predominate in a greater degree
among women than among men. Ovriginally, personal
adornment occupied the attention of both sexes equally.
In these fatrer davs of civilization, however, we see that
in the dress of men the repard for appearance has ina
considerable degree vielded to the regard for comfort;
while in their edocation the vseful has of late been
trenching on the ornamental.  To neither direction has
this change gone so far with women, The wearing of
ear-rings, finger-rings, bracelets; the elaborate dressings
of the hair; the still occasional use of paint; the im-
mense labor bestowed in tmaking habiliments sufficiently
attractive; and the great discomfore that wiil be sub-
mitted to for the sake of confarmity, show how greatly,
in the attiring of women, the desire of approbation
overrides the desire for warmth and convenience,
And simidarly in their education, the immense prepon-
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derance of “accomplishmenis™ proves how here, tog,
use is subordinated to display. Dancing, deportment,
the piang, singing, drawing—what a large space do
these occupy! If you ask why Ttalian and German are
learnt, you will find that, under all the sham reasans
given, the real reason is that a knowledge of those
tongues is thought ladylike. Itis not that the hooks
written in them may be utilized, which they scarcely
ever are; but that Tralian and German sangs may be
sung, and that the extent of attainment may bring
whispered admiration, The births, deaths, and mar-
riages of kings, and other like historic trivialities, are
committed to memory, not because of any direct bene-
fits that can possibly result from knowing them, but
because society considers them parts of a good educa-
tion—because the absence of such knowledge may
bring the contempt of others. When we have named
reading, writing, spelling; grammar, arithmetic, and
sewing, we have named about all the things a gird is
taught with a view to their direct uses in life; and even
some of 1these have more reference to the good opinion
of others than to immediate personal welfare

The Reason of This.—Thoroushly to realize the truth
that with the mind as with the body the ornamental
precedes the wseful, it is needful to glance at its ratio-
nale. This lies in the fact that, from the far past down
even ta the present, social needs have subardinated in-
dividual neeads, and that the chief social need has been
the control of individuals, It is not, as we commonly
suppose, that there are no governments but those of
monarchs, and parliaments, and constituted authorities,
These acknowledged governments are supplemented by
other unacknowledged ones, that grow up in all circles,
in which every man or woman strives to be king or
queen or lesser dignitary, To get aboyve some and be



