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over other animals, induftrioufly to avoid fpending his life in
obfcurity, as the brute creation, which by nature is form'd in

- an inclining pofture, and fubfervient to the gratification of its
wants. For our human {yftem confifts of two diftin& parts, the foul
and the body. And all the minifters of fenfation make their re-
ports to the former for government, flighting a fubjection to the {la-
very of the body, One of which ranks ns with the Gods, the
other with the brutes. On which confideration, I am inclined to
judge. it more advifable to acquirc glory the energy of the ge-
. mius, than to attain it by the abilities of the body ; and fince the Iife
we enjoy is tranfitory, to endeavour as much as poffible to perpetuate
our memories. For the glory of wealth and beauty is frail, and liable
todecay ; but virtue is always great and permanent. Notwithftanding
this, there hasbeen for fome time a lively conteft amongft men, whe-
ther fuccefs in war was more dependant on the abilities of the body,
than on the faculties of the mind: For, on the one hand, before
you enter on any meafures, a mature confultation is neceffary ; and,
on the other hand, when you have deliberated on the concerns, they
I mauft

IT is incumbent on every man, who would attain a fuperiority
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Mbxis homines, qui fefe ftudent preflare cateris animali-
bus, fommd ope niti decet, ne vitam filentio tranfeant,
veluti pecora ; que namra prona, atque ventri obedientia

finxit. Sed noftra omnis vis in animo & corpore fita eft. Animi im-
perio, corporis fervitio magis utimur, Alterum nobis com dis, alterum
cum belluis commune eft. Quo mihi re&ivs videtur, ingenii, quim
virium opibus gloriam querere ; &, quoniam vita ipfa, qud fmimur,
brevis eft, memoriam noftrf quim maximé longam efficere. Nam
divitiarum & forme gloria, fluxa atque fragilis eft; virtus clara, zter-
nhque habetor. Sed diu magntm inter mortalis certamen fait, vine
corporis, an virtute animi, res militaris magis procederet, Nam &
pris, quam incipias, confulto: &, ubi confulueris, maturé facto
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mudt-be pufh’d on with vigour, and executed with refolution. Thus
both being of thémfetves infufficient, and mutoaliy tending one to the
fupport of the other, require an union,

2. For this reafon it was that kings (for monarchy was the firft
government eftablith'd amongft mankind) did in the early ages of the
world, agreeable ta their feveral charatters, fome promote the abili-
ties of the body, and others the' facilties of ‘the mind : then indeed
the life of man was unaffe€ted with inordinate defires, every one ac-
quiefced in the pofleflion of his own territories. But when Cyrus
feized upon the cities of Afia, the Athenian and Lacedemonian re-
publios on thofe in Greoce, and reduced feveral pations, *twas then
they #rm'd their immoderate paffion fgr dominign a juft chufe for
declaring war, defined true glory to be the extent of empire, and
found that men of fuperior qualities were moft advantageous in war.
But if princes had equally exerted their talents in peace and in
war, .the foundation of all governments would be much firmer, and
the tonftitution of Bates more cahin and undifturb’d ;™ reither would
one fee the earth in fuch convulfions. For empire is eafily retain'd by

- thofe arts that firft procur’d it ; but when a remifs indulgence banifhes
induftry, and felf-will and irlide expels continence and exatnefs from
the mindsof men, thena change of fortune accompaniesan innova-
tion of manners. So empire is transferr’'d from kings of an infk-
vior thata&et to thofe more diftinguifh’d; and the profits which
wccrue to men from tillage, voyages and buildings, are roduce of
virtze. But many perfons ({wrrendering themfelves to the indulgence
of their fenfual inclinations, unciviliz'd and ignorant, have paf'd over

ife as mere ftrangers in this werld, whofe lole happinefs, in oppofi-
Xioh to natars, confifted in gratifying their carnal es, whilit pro-
moting the faculties of the mind was as it were a burden to them.
T look upon their life and death to be equally the fame, becanfe in
both flations they are buried in oblivion.  But he feems really to live,
and enjoy the advantages of life, who applying his mind to a _particu-
lar purfuit, endeavours, by a noble.attempt, or his fuccefs in fome
laudable, art to enhance hischaracter. But in the great variety of em-
ploys, nature points out to each man his purfhit.

. g. It is an honourable thing to act in fuch a manner as may be of
advantage to the ftate, and eloquence is no groveling qualification. A
man may attain an eminent charadter in peace and in war, and maﬁy

I who



D (5)
opus eft. Ita utrumque per fe indigens, elterom alterius auxilio
eget.

" 2. Tgitur initic reges (nam in tertls nomen imperii id primum fuit)
diverfi, pars ingenium, alii corpus exercebant : etiam tum vita homi-
pum find cupiditate agitabatur : fua cuique fatls placebant, Poftea
verd quim in Afi Cyrus, in Graci Lacedzmonii & Athenicnfes, coe
pere urbes, atque nationes fubigere ; lubidinem dominandi, caufam
belli habere : maxumam gloriam in maxumo imperio putare ; tum
demum periculis atque negotiis compertum eft, in bello plurimum
ingenium poffe. Quod i regum atque imperatorum animi virtus in
pace ita, ut in bello, valeret, zquabilids atque conftantils (cfe res
humane haberent ; neque aliud alid ferri, neque mutari, ac mifeeri
omnia cerneres. Nam imperium facilé iis astibus retinctur, quibus
initio partum eft. Verlm, ubi pro labore defidia, pro continentid
& =mquitate lubido atque fuperbia invafere ; fortuna fimul cum mo-
ribus immutatur. Ita impetium femper ad optumum quemque 2
minbs bono transfertur. Quz homines arant, navigant, mdificant,
virtuti omnia parent.  Sed multi mortales, dediti ventri atque fomno,
indodt, incultique, vitam ficuti peregrinantes tranfiere: quibus pro-
fedd, contra naturam, corpus voluptati, anima oneri fuit, Eorum
ego vitam mortémque juxtd ®flumo: quoniam de wtrique filetur,
Verumenimvero is demum mihi vivere, & frui animé videtur, 'qui
aliqud negotio intentus, praclari facinoris, aut artis bonz famam que-
rit.  Sed in magnd copid rerum, aliud alii natura iter oftendit. )

3. Pulchrum eftbene facere reip, etiam bene dicere had abfurdurh
eft, Vel pace,vel bello clarum fieri licet ; & qui fecere, & qui facta ali-
orum

v
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who have diftinguifl'd themfelves by their condué, and thofe alfo
who have tranfmitted it to poflerity, arc honour'd with an univerfal ap-
plaufe ; and tho’ Town the hiftorian don’t merit the fame praifes as
the hero, yet it feems to me an affair of no fmall concern, and attended
with many inconveniencies, to write a hiftory which will bear an
eminent chara&er ; firft, becaufe the ftile ought to correfpond with
grandeur of the occurrences; and fecondly, becaufe moft im-
pute to envy and malice whatever mifcarriages you cenfure; where
you relate any inftance of true virtue, and r.hcg%m’y which always attends
men of honourable principles, what every one looks upon as cafy to be
accomplifh’d by himfelf, Ec approves of,and whatever things exceed this
comprehenfion, he judges them to be mere chimeras, But I, when
young, as moft others do, fix'd upon an office in the ftate, asmy pur-'
fuit, and I here encounter’d with many difficulties, for modefty, vir-
tue, and abflinence were banith’d, and inftead of thofe excellencies,
impudence, bribery, and avarice were encouraged. And notwith-
ftanding my mind, an entire ﬁranﬁcr to fuch deprav'd practices, de-
1pis'd them, yet youth, furrounded by fuch a chain of vices, was ren-
er'd infirm and corrupt ; and tho' I was averfe to the other evil af-
fetions of the ftate, yet the fame defire of honour, the fame fpirit of
envy, which oft prey’d on the minds of others, were effential to me.

4 My mind having with difficulty extricated itfelf ont of thofe mi-
feries and dangers, intent on continuing the remaining part of my life
unaffected with the concerns of the ftate, it feem'd to me to be in-
confiftent with prudence, to fpend fo agrecable an eafc in faffering
my genius to flacken, or indulgm%ffenfual pleafures, neither applying
to fervile offices, to employ myfelf in agriculture or hunting ; but re-
coiling back to the fame defign, from which diffaffccted ambition had
detained me, I refolv’d to write the affairs of the republic in a con-
cife manner, thofe I mean, which merited relation; and the more,
becaufe 1 was not affefted by hope, fear, or party-zeal. I fhall
therefore briefly relate the confpiracy of Cataline, and as authentical-
Iy as poflible ; for I look upon it as a remarkable fcene of a&ion,
both for the {trangenefs of the crime, and the confequences attend-
ing it, concerning which perfon, a few things are to be hinted before
Tenter upon it.

5 L. Ca-



