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PREFACE

WE have determined the conditions of fer-
lility for the soil of the earth bui have not yet
been able {o peneirate the designs of life which
brought o birth in a single year a group of men
and women who should affect the destinies of all
the other mullions in that year born. A lwelve-
months will roll by and scarcely anything will
happen lo the world, and then, in a single year,
epochs are crealed and eras defermined.

Such a year was 1809, in which signal events
were heralded and incomparable men were born.
The thunders of the Peninsular war were already
terrifying Europe; the Duke of Wellinglon had
been placed in charge of the Peninsular forces,
and in thal year Kinglake, the historian of lhe
Crimea, was born to record the events of lhal
struggle which convulsed Europe. In thal sume
year of clamor the melodious souls of Chopin and
Mendelssohn. dropped upon the discords of life ;
Edward Fitzgerald, under some Orienlal seduction
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PREFACE

was tempted lo earth; Goethe and Fichle were
persuading the Teulonic peoples to become a
untled Germany. The Quarterly Review had
but bequn to be, seven years afler the Edinburgh
projectors had promised to * cullivate philosophy
upon a litlle oalmeal” and Byron's “ English
Bards and Scolch Reviewers™ was provoked to
a sprightlier crilicism than was likely ever fo
appear in the pages which occasioned il.

While Byron's lille siream of vilriol was
trickling through the English mind, Coleridge’s
< The Friend ™ began ils untimely life with such
slack hold upon vilalily that ils burial occurred
in 1810. The almost forgotien Anglo-Saxon
Church found ils compelent record in the * An-
liquities " of Lingard, and the first series of
Maria Edgeworth’s gentle comments upon “ Fash-
ionable Life” then appeared.

In ihis same year, and in ils opening month,
Edgar Allan Poe entered on the *fever called
living,"” and, as though Nature designed a conirast,
in the same year and in the same country, Oliver
Wendell Holmes appeared as “the little friend
of the world.”  Alfred Tennyson in England be-
came the recorder of ils legends and the prophet
of ils fulure greatness, whilst the sober mind of
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PREFACE

Gladstone lurned those legends inlo focl and
those prophecies into history. And sirangest of
all, in this fertile year, on February 12, Abraham
Lincoln and Charles Darwin saw the light, the
light which from their answering eyes was re-
Slected upon four million of slaves set free and
on the tradition-bound minds of the time. The
«Vestiges of Creation” were destined now fo be
more than a trace of life lefl upon our litile earth,
which henceforth, by Charles Darwin’s leading,
should be found to be the very reposilory of the
treasures of the past. As Lincoln and Darwin,
the emancipators, were born in 1809, so, in thal
year, the adventurous spirit of Thomas Paine
siruggled al lust info the freedom of dealh.

This volume offers a brief commenlary upon
siz of the nolable births of the year. Three
Americans and three Englishmen, ou of the loins
of our dominant Anglo-Saxon race, are here pre-
senlted in their centenary: Poe, The Pioneer of
Romanlic Literalure in America; Abraham Lin-
coln, The Characleristic American; Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes, The Friend of the World; Charles
Darwin, The Believing Sceplic; Alfred Tennyson,
The Interpreler of Legend and Life; and William
Ewarl Gladstone, The Greal Commoner.
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