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PREFACE.

TIIE philosophies of the East have often Leen pre

gented to the western world during the Tast few
vears, aml mneh inferast has been awakened, especially
in the aubjeci of Buddhizm, Although the nnmber ol
its adlierents hus been greatly overestimated, still this
gystem  controlz, to a greater or  less  extent, the
thonght of millions of our fellow-beings, and IE Qs
ontilled to o Inir aod jmpertial  examination,  Thes
are comparatively few people, however, in  this Imsy
age, who have time to make an cexhaostive rescavch on
the mbjeet, and it i3 thought, therefore, iludl o come.
prehensive  handbook,  which  has  been carelully
prepared, will be welecome to many, whe will be olwld
te learn, quickly aml casily, what this philosophy
really is.

It iz wot the object of the present work 1o follow
the system in the various changes throngh which i
has passed, or to disenss the protean forms which it
has assumed in modern thines, but to present, in us
brief a mabner as 15 cousistent with acenvacy, the
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