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PREFACE

ELLOW MEMEERS OF 647:—

You commissioned me to write and publizh a histary of oor
section, [ have dome the best that T eould for you, There o ¢ these
among you who will not be entirely satisfied with my effort, T
would indeed he surpriging If mest of your criticisms are not good
anes, [ have simply written as [ thought the subject could be best
presented in a fairly readable manmer, 1 have been foreed to Jeave
out many little incidents which might have enlivened & part of (he
story. 1 feit that there was a danger that too many izolated anee-

dotes might prevent the working out of a smocth, connected hiztory. [ have tried to
balanee the different portions of our work so as to glve each its right proportion of
space. 1 have intended to tell the truth about our life, T believe that [ have told nothing
to embarrass any of you- We lived the life of natural men, did our work as we saw
it, and ought not to be ashamed of our good fimes. 1f [ have seceeaded in giving
you a true portrayal, you, slone, can judge.

Let me thank all of you for your eo-operstion. 1, especially, wish to thank those
whao contributed litle favors to assist me, as Luykx, Anderson, and Wilder, Evervthing
helped purt,

If it is the proper place, and T believe it iz, permit me, in the name of the Bee-
tion, to thank Lientenant Smith for the taet and layalty which he showed in his duties
&5 our commanding officer. It is rare, even in our service, that a body of men have a
superior officer who Iz sble to respond so closely to the reguirements of a position as
did our Lieuterant. Hiz name will be always linked with the best davs of Section 647,

It iz in place alzo that | thank Sergeant Swain in the name of the seetion for
the constant, untiring efforts which he used in our behalf, He did hiz work well. He
more than did hiz work., He put himself cut constantly for the men of the section, He
was no Top Bergeant in the ordinary meaning of the word, He was slwaye a friend
amd helper who was nevor satisfled until his section received the best that could be found
for it,

I wish that I eould go on down the list of the men who were in 2 position to
work for the section as a whole. “Horn" Snader, Andy, and Rizley are among those
whom 1 should want o prajse were 1 to thank men particularly for extra attention to
the welfare of the section and the men. But I must not assume too grest a right to praise,
Each member has that as his own, undelegated prerogative,

To Colonel Fercy L. Jones and his subordinate officers who helped to perfect
the work of the servies, Section 647 sends [1s prectings. We congratulate them an their
work and trust that the Uniled States Army Ambulance Service with the French Army
wiil long live in memory as a tribute to their efficlency.

Lastly, n closing word to you in the name of the Section. We have created a
means by which we may keep in touch with each other now that the war iz over. Let
ug make an effort to remember our friendship together, and let us try to meet again at
some future time. As a practical suggestion I may say that there ought to be a slight
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surplus from the printing of this book. That can always be used for the printing of
cards to inform members of a proposed reuniom. I shall he more than glad to have
such cards printed so that any man desiring to promote & reunion may know who will
he ahle to attend,

We had a good section. We grow more end more proud of it each day as we
remember our life and work together. Tt ought to remain a living thing, not just & dead
memory. Thiz history, 1 hope, will help, Each one of us, alone, can make such life a
certainty.

ROBERT W, BODFISH.

Palmer, Massachusetts, July 14, 1919,
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INTRODUCTION

T is perhaps necessary for the complete understanding of this His-
tory of Bection 647 by readers not of the section that we insert a
zhort foreword explaning the origin and nature of the service of
which the section was a part.

The outbreak of the war in 1914 was followed rather close-

Iy by the efforts of Americans in and about Paris ta help the French
in whatever way seemed the most practical, Aid in the work of
caring for the wounded appeared fo be the most practical service
A partiafly finished school in Neuwilly-sor-Seine, just outaide the
rates of Paris, was fitted up by an American Commitiee as a hospital, and hastily
equipped ambulances were used to transport wounded about Paris and in the battle zone
itealf, Thiz erganization, thus begun, rapidly developed under the name of the Amer.
ican Ambulanes and established & rear and front ambulanes and hospital service, In

1916 the front work of the organization was separated from the hospital work and

carried on independently under the nsme of the American Field Service, A, Piatt An-

drew acted as the head of this service up to the advent of the American Army.

The work of the American Ambulance was paralleled during the early days
very closely by Mr, H, H, Harjez and Mr, Richord Norton who operated two smbul-
ance services under the British and American Red Cress respectively. In 1915 these
were pnited under the American Hed Cross with the oficial title, Motor Ambulanee
Sectiona of the American Red Cross. Thizs service i3 familiarly known to us as the
Norton-Harjes Ambulance Serviee.

All of these organizations secured their personnel through the enrollment of
Americans already In France who desived to be of some immediate gervice, and through
the enlistment of young men in Ameriga whp were esger to comntribute something to-
wards assisting the heroic suffersrs of Evrope. Many of these men gave hesvily to
maintain the sections composing the different ambulance services. Other funds were
raised by eampaigns conducted throughout the United States. By both means and by
the particular interest of a few wealthy Americans the services were able to work val-
iantly for the French Armies,

After the American declaration of war plans were formulated for the organ-
ization of an Army Ambulance Bervice to take the place of the voluntesr services sl-
rendy at work. It iz said that this program was Initlated largely at the request of
Marshal Joffre to the Surgeon-General of the United States Army. At all events, vol
unteers were sought for the launching of the United Siates Army Ambulance Serviee
with the French Army, as the new organization came to be known., Colleges sent units
end volumteers were trained for severz] months at Allentown, Pennayivanis, to take up
the work. The first ten sections left for France in August, 1917,

Meanwhile the American Ambulance had besn consolidated with the Ameriean
Red Crose and then had been absorbed by the American Army. The American Field
Service and the Norton-Harjes Service were also fo be superseded by the Army Service
as zoon as it could be brought to France. Many of the volunteer drivers enlisted with
the new service and several sections were left intact to continue their work. Where
not enough men in & section enlisted to permit the seclion being left, the volunteers kept

(8]



