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PREFACE.

e cloba

IT was many, many jears ago that I began my melancholy
careey as & Dramatic Awithor; and o hard and bitter-fought
beginning I can well vemember that #8 was. I waes snexpe-
rianced, shy, and foolish ; withewt monsy, without influsnce. I fmew
not a singls soul commected evem in the most distani way with the
theatvical world. I knew wo ome to advise me o give me a hind.
For years 1 danced in impolent frensy avound the high stromg walls
that guard the city of Dramatic Ari. I van my head against the
stomes, I fore myself againsi the spiky gates, I soused myself in the
dirly moat, I screamed and cursed, and biubbed, At last, T climbed
over and got sw. I doew't think mech of the show wow I am dm;
byt that has nothing fo do with ws here, owr object din this little
book being merely fo  discwss the question of petting in; and T
enumerate the difficuliies that beset we only do skow to the struggling
young besizgers of today how, with the aid of pig-headed obstimacy,
sublime conceit, thick skin, and o gessus for nagging ond boring and
worrying human people’s lives out of them, it és posssble to force cven
so sivomgly guarded o porial as the stage doov of the present contury.
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I also hope to show you how fo force that door with less wasie of
time and emevgy thaw I spent upon the task myself. Many years of
Sretful groping, of wseless labowr, of misdirected effort could be saved
to most Deginmers by a brief glimpse into that stramge world they
hope to win, by a moment's knowledge of its fuwny litils ways, by a
passing insight into the chavacter of its curious inhabitants.
It is this glimpse, this knowledge, this insight, that I propose o
give my readers,
Nor do I anticipate that by so doing I shall be the means of
overcrowding the Dramatic Market, The rond that leads to that
markst is & very lomg voud, o wvery stomey road, a very uphsll voad, a
very wearisome fo the flesh and heart-breaking fo the spivit rosd ;
and only o few of the many who stavi—only the very sivong and the
vevy determined, con evey hope fo veach the other end. Such stvength
and defermination ne book com give yow. AN I can hope to do
is fo guide you along the vight poth, fo save you from walking af
the rafe of five miles an hour down the wwong lewes, and puffng
and blowing vound The wromg furnings.

THE AUTHOR,
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CHAPTER I
INTRONUCTODRY,

I wise it were not so hackneyed a costom, that of guoting
Punck’s advice to people about to marry, and applying it to the
particular question in hand, because I wanted to do the very
same thing here. 1 wanted to begin these papers with:
* Advice to people about to write plays. Don't.” But the idea
has been dene to death, and so, of course, I can't make use
of it.

And it would have been pood advice too. (Goethe, who, one
might think, would have escaped the flints and briars of the
literary path if anybody could have done so, said (I am not
using the exact words; it is easier to paraphrase than to hunt
up a reference), that, if young men only koew what a trying,
troublous life an author had to lead, the courts of the Muses
would be but sparsely crowded with aspirants. This was
spoken of authorship in general, and is certainly true enough of
it. But dramatic authorship is to the profession of literature as
teversing is to waltzinp—an agony within a misery, A man
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