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ADFERTISEMENT,

It is the honourable charaleriftic of Poetry that
its materials are to be found in every subjed
which can intersft the human miod. The evi-
dence of this fafl is to be sought, not in the
writings of Critics, but in those of Poety them-
selves,

The majerity of the fellowing poems are to be
congidered as experiments, They wers written
chiefly with a view to ascertain how far the lan-
gl:mgr'. of conversation in the middle and lower
claffes of soclety is adapted to the purposes of
postic plmnuh:. Readers accuftomed to the



i,

gaudiness and inane phraseology of many nodern
writers, iff they persist in reading (his book to its
conclusion, , will perhaps frequently have to
ftruggle with feelingy of Hrangeness and auk-
wardness : they will lock round for poetry, and
will be induced to enquire by what s‘p;:ciu of
courtesy these attempts cdc be permitted to
assume that title. It is desirable that such
readers, for their own sakes, shonld not suffer
the solitary word Poetry, a word of very disputed
meaning, to stand in the way of their gratifica-
#ion: but that, while they are perusing this
book, they should afk themsclves if it containsa
natural delineation of human paffions, boman
charafters, and hyman incidepts; and if the
answer be favorable to the author's wishes, that
they should consent to be pleased in spite of that
moft dreadful eniemny to our pleasures, our own
pre-established codes of decision.



1.

Readert of superior judgment may disapprove of
the style in which many of these pieces are exeou-
ted it must be expefted thatmanylinesand phra-

ses will notexa@ly suittheir taste. It will perhaps
| appear to them, that wishing to aveid the pre-
valent fault of the day, the author bas sometimes
descended too low, and that many of his expres-
sions are too familizr, and oot of sufficient dig-
nity. Ttis apprebended, that the more con-
versant the reader is with ourelder writers, snd
with those in modern times who have been the
mott successful in paintlng manners and passions,
the fewer complaints of this kind will he have
to make,

An accurate taste in poetry, and in all the other
arts, Sir Josbua Reynolds has observed, is an
acquired taleot, which can only be produced by
severe thought, and a long continued intercourse
with the best models of composition, This is
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mentioned not with so ridicolous a porposs
as to prevent the most inexperienced reader
from judging for himself; but merely to temper
the rashoes of decision, and to suggest that if
poetry be a subjett on which much time has not
been bestowed, the judgment may be erroneous,
and that in diany cases it decesgarily will be so0.

The tale of Goody Blake and Harry Gill is
founded on a well-authenticated fa& which bhap-
pened in Warwickthire. Of the other poems in
the colleGion, .it may be proper to say that they
are either abeclute inventioos of the author, or
fatts which toock place within his personal obser-
vation or that of his friesnds. The poem of the
Thorn, as the reader will soon discover, is not
supposed to be spaken in the author's own per-
son : the character of the loguacious narrator will
sufficiently shew itself in the course of the ftory.
The Rime of the Ancyent Marinere was profes-
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sedly written in imitation of the s, as well as
of the spirit of the elder poets ; but with a few
exceptions, the Author believes that the lan-
guage adopted in it has been equally intelligible
for these thres last centories. The lines entitled
Expostulation and Reply, and those which
follow, arose cut of cooversation with a friend
who wts somewhat noreasonably attached to
modern books of moral philesophy.






