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PREFACE.

ToroGRAPHY, or local history, has now for many ge-
nerations received considerable attention in this country;
but, while it has been diffused widely, it has, for the most
part, been accomplished very superficially ; and, such is
the pervading nature of its ramifications, that even where
it has been best executéd there will ever arise additional
materials which may be interwoven in its varied texture,
by which its lacune may be supplied, and ‘the chain of
its evidence strengthened and confirmed.

The subjects of Topography may be classed under the
three general heads of—matural features, the works of
man, and the descent of property. Some of cur early to-
pographers directed their attention principally te the
former of these subjects, as Plot, Morton, and Borlase;
whilst others, of whom the most successful in the elder
line were Erdeswick, Dugdale, and Thoroten, adopted for
their staple the records of property and genealogy, and
their followers have formed the more numerous school;
or, to speak more precisely, those subjects have occupied



